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VERSE   XV. 
And your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of Peace* 
JL HIS verse presents us with the third piece of Armour in the Christian's panoply. A spiritual shoe, fitted to his foot, and to be worn by him, so long as he keeps the field against sin and Satan. And your feet shod, &c. We shall cast the words into distinct questions or enquiries^ from tlie resolution of M^hich, will result the several points to be insisted on. 
First, What is meant by the Gospel ? 
Secondly, What by Peace, and why attributed to the Gospel? 
Thirdly, What the feet here mentioned import, and what grace is intended hy the preparation of the Gospel of Peace, which here is compared to the shoe, and fitted for these feet ? 
Quest. What is meant by the Gospel ? 
AnsTV. Gospel, according to the notation of the original word, signifies any good news, or joyful message ; so Jer, XX, 15. Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father^ saying, a man-child is born to thee, to make him glad : But 
Vol. III. A 
ii-;iuilly in scripture, it is restrained by way of excellency^ to signify the doctrine of Christ, and salvation by him to poor sinners. I bring you glad tidings, saith the Angel to the shepherds, of great joy, Luke ii. 10. and ver. 11, he addetii, Vnto you is born a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. Thus it is taken in this place, and generally in the New Testament, and affords this note. 
CHAP. I. 
Wherein the glad nexvs that the Gospel br^ings, is declared from jive Particulars, requisite to fill up the joy fulness of a message ; with a word to stir up our bowels in pitying those that never heard any of this Nexvs. 
Note. Jl he revelation of Christ, and the grace of God through him, isthe best news and m.ostjoyful tidings that poor sinners can hear. It is such a message, as no good news can cjome before it, nor no ill news follow. No good news can come before it; no, not from God himself to the creature ; he cannot issue out any blessing to poor sinners, till he hath shewn mercy to their souls in Christ. God he merciful to us, and bless us, and cause his face to shine upon us. Psalm 
Ixvii. 1, 
First, God forgives, then he gives ; till he be merciful to pardon our sins through Christ, he cannot bless, or look kindly on us sinners. All our enjoyments are but blessings in bulhon, till gospel-grace, pardoning mercy, stamp and make them current; God cannot so much as bear any good w\\\ to us, till Christ makes peace for us ; on earth peace, good will to men, Luke ii. 14. And wdmt joy can a sinner take though it were to hear of a kingdom befallen to him, if he may not have it with God's good will. 
Jgain, No ill news can come after the glad tidings of the ffospeh where believinglv embraced, God's mercv in ^ '^ " Christ,. 
Christ, alters the very property of all evils to the hcliever. All plagues and judgments that can befal the creature in the world, when baptized in the stream of gospel-grace, receives a new name, come on a new errand, and have a new taste on the believer's palate ; as the same water by running through some mine, gets a tang and a healing virtue, which before it had not, Tsa. xxxii. 24. The inhahitaut shall not €ai/ £ am sick; the people that dwell therein shall he pardoned their iniquity. Observe, he doth not say, they shall not he sick; gospel-grace doth not exempt from afflictions ; but, they shall not s<iy I am sick. They shall be so ravished with i^ie joy of God's pardoning mercv, that they shall not complain of being sick ; this, or any other cross is too thin a veil to darken the joy of the good news. This is so joyftil a message which the gospel brings, that God would not have Adam long without it, but opened a crevis to let some beams of this light, that is pleasant to behold, into his soul, amazed with the terrors of God's presence., without which as he was turned out of Paradise, so had he been turned into Hell immediately, for such the world would have been to his -guilty conscience. This is the news God used to tell his people of, on a design to comfort them and cheer them, when things went worse with them, and their affairs were at the lowest ebb, ha. vii. 14. Micah v. 5. This is the great secret which God whispers by his spirit in the ear of those only he embraces with his special distinguishing love, JmUc X. 21. 1 Cor. ii. 12. so that it is made the sad sign of a soul marked out for hell, to have the Gospel hid from it, Q Cor. iv. 3. To wind up this in a few words, there meet aU the properties of a joyful message in the glad-tidings of the gospel. Five ingredients are desirable in a message, yea must all conspire to fill up the joy fulness thereof into a redundancy. 
First, It must be good; none rejoice to hear evil news: Joy is the dilatation of the heart, whereby it goes forth to meet ^nd welcome in what it desires; and this must needs be some ^^^ood. Ill news is sure to find the heart shut against it, and to come before it is welcome. 
Secondly, ft must be some great good, or else it affects little; affections are stirred according to the degrees of good or evil in the object presented : A thing we hear may be so inconsiderable, that it is no great odds how it goes 3 but if it 
A2 
be good, and that great also, of weighty importance, this causeth proportionable. The greater the bell, the more strength is required to raise it. It must be a great good that raiseth great joy. 
Thirdly, This great good must immediately concern them that hear it; my meaning is, they must have propriety in it; for though we can rejoice to hear of some great good befallen another; yet it affects most, when it is emptied into our own bosom. A sick man doth not feel the joy of another's recovery with the same advantage as he would do his own, 
Fourthly, It would much add to the joyfulness of the nezm, if this zctre inauditum or insperatum, unheard ofy unlooked for; when the tidings steal upon us hy way of surprize.— The furth(;r our own ignorance or despair have set us off all thoughts of so great enjoyment, the more joy it brings with it, when we hear the news of it. The joy oif a poor swineherd's son, who never dreamed of a crown, would be greater at tiie news of such a thing conferred on him, than he whose birth invited him to look for it, yea promised it him as his inheritance; such an one his heart would stand but level to the place, and therefore could not be so ravished with it as another who lay so far below such a preferment. 
Lastb , To fill up the joy of all these, // is necessary that the news he. true and certain, or else all the joy soon leaks out. What great joy would it afford to hear of a kingdom befallen to a man, and the next day or month, to hear all crossed wgain and prove false? Now in the glad tidings of the gospel, all these do most happily meet together, to wind up the jo;/ of the believing soul to the highest pin that the strings of his affections can possibly bear. 
First, The news which the gospel hath in its moutli to tell us poor sinners, is good. It speaks promises, and tliey are significations of some good intended by God for poor sinners. The law, that brings ill news to town, threatenings are the lin^^ua mernacula legis, it can speak no other language to sinners, but denunciations of evil to come upon them ; but the gospel smiles on poor sinners, and planes the wrinkles that sit on the law's brow by proclaiming promises. 
Secondly, The news the gospel brings is as great as good. It was that the Angtl said^ Luke ii. 10,    I bring you tidings 
'if 
of great joy; great joy it must needs be, because it is all joy. The Lord Christ brings such news in his gospel, as 'that he liath left nothing for any after \nm to add to it; if there be any good wanting in the tidings of the gospel, we find it clsewdiere than in God; for in the Covenant of the gospel, he gives himself tlirough Christ to the believing soul; surely the ^/?os^/e's argument will hold, Jll things are 7/ourSf ye are Clirist's, and Christ is God's, I Cor. iii. 22. The gospel lays our pipes close to the fountain of goodness itself, and he sure must have all that is united to him that hath that is all. Can any good news come to the glorified Saints which Heaven doth not afford them ? In the gospel we have news of that glory. Jesus Christ hath hroKght life and immortality/ to light by the Gospel, 2 Tim. i. 10. The sun in the firmament discovers only the lower world; it hides Heaven from us, while it shews the earth to us; but the gospel enlightens both at once. Godliness hath thepromisc of' the life that now is, and of that zi)hich is to come,  1 Tim.iv. 8 
Thirdly, The gospel doth not tell us news we are little concerned in ; not what God hath done for Angels, but for us; unto you (saith the Angel, is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord : If charity made Angels rejoice for our happiness, surely then the benefit which is paid into our nature by it, gives a further pleasure to our joy at the hearing of it. It wave strange that the messen'::er who only brings the news of some great empire to be devolved on a person, should sing, and the Prince to w'hom it falls, should not be glad. And, as the gospel's glad-tidings belong to man's nature, not to Angels; so in particular, to the poor soul, whoever thou art, that embraceth Christ in the arms of thy i^aith. A Prince is a common good to all his kingdom ; every subject, though never so mean, hath a part in him, and so is Christ to all believers. The promises are so laid, that like a well-drawn picture, they look on ail, that look on them by an eye of faith. The gospel's joy is thy joy, that hath but faith to receive it. 
Fourthly, The glad-tidings of the gospel were un(xeard of, unlocked for by the sons of men ; such news it brings, as never could have entered into the heart of man to conceive, till God unlocked the cabinet of his own good pleasure^ and revealed the council of his  will^ wherein  this mysterious 
price 
price of love to I'allen man, lay^ hid far enough from tire pryin^s: eye of the most quick-sighted angel in Heaven, much more from man himself, who could read in his own guilty conscience within, and spell from the covenant without, now broken by him, nothing but his certain doom and damnation. So that the first gospel-sermon preached by God himself to Adam, anticipated all thoiig4us of such a thing intended by him. O who can conceive, hut one that hath really felt the terrors of an approaching Hell in his despairing soul, how joyous the tidings of gospel-mercy is to a poor soul, dwelling amidst the black thoughts of despair, and bordering on the very marches of the region of utter darkness ? Story tells us of a nobleman in King Henry the eighth^s reign, to whom a pardon was sent a few hours hefore he should have heen beheaded, which, hein«: not at all expected by him, did so transport him, thathe died for joy. And if the vessel of our nature be so ■weakly hooped, that the wine of such an inferior joy breaks it; how then could it possibly be able to bear the full joy of the gospel-tidings, which doth as far exceed this, as the mercy of God doth the mercy of a mortal man ; and as the deliverance from an eternal death in Hell, doth a deliverance from a temporary death, which is gone before the pain can well be felt. 
Fifthly, and lastly. The glad tidings of the gospel are certainly true. It is no flying report, cried up to day, and like to be crossed to-morrow ; not news that is in ever}^ one's mouth, but none can tell whence it came, and who the author of it, we liave it from a good hand, God himself, to nhom it is impossible to lie, he from Heaven voucheth it. This is my beloved Son, hiar him, Luke ix. What were all those miracles which Christ wrought, but ratifications of the truth of the gospel ? Those wretches that denied the truth of Christ's doctrine, were forced many times to acknowledge the divinity of his miracles; which is a pretty piece of nonsense, and declares the absurdity of their unbelief to all the world. The miracles were to the gospel, as seals to a writing. They could not deny God to be in the miracles, and yet they could not see him in the doctrine, as if God would set his seal to an untruth. Here (Christians) is that which fills up the joy of this good news th« o-ospel brings; that we may lay our lives upon the truth of 
it. 
it, it will never deceive any that lay the weight of their eonfidence on it. This is a faithful sai/irtg, and zvorthf/ of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, 1 Tim.i. 16. This bridge, which the gospel lays over the gulf of God's wrath, for poor sinners to pass froin their sins into the favour of God here, and kingdom of God hereafter, is supported with no other arches than the wisdom, power, mercy, and faithfulness of God; so that the believing so-ul need not fear, till it sees these bow or break. It is called the everlasting gospel, Rev. xiv. l6. When Heaven and earth go to wreck, not the least iota of any promise of the gospel shall be buried in their ruins. The roord of the Lord endurethfor ever, and this is the word, which by the Gospel is preached to you, 1 Pet. i. 25. 
Use 1. Pity those that never heard a word of this good news : Such there are in the  world, whole nations, with whom the day is not yet broke, but a dismal night of ignorance and barbarism continues to be stretched over them ; whose forlorn souls are under a continual massacre from the bloody butcher of ^Tell; an easy conquest (God knows) that foul fiend makes of them;   who lays his cruel knife to their throats, and  meets with   no resistance ;  because  he finds them fast asleep in ignorance, utterly destitute of that liglit. ■which can alone discover a way to escape the hands of this destroyer. What heart that ever tasted the sweetness of the gospel-grace, trembles  not at their deplorable state ? vea, doth not stand astonished at the difference of God's dispensations to them and us?    Lord, why zi.nlt thou manifest thyself to us, and not to the world'^    God pardon the unmercifulness of our hearts, that we can weep no more over them. Truly we do not live so far from the Moors and Indians, but we  may, by not pitying of them, praying for them, and earnest  desiring their conversion, besmear ourselves with the guilt of their souls blood, which is shed continually by the destroyers of mankind'    O how seldom is their miserable condition the companion of our sorrowful thoughts ? and their conversion the subject of our proyers and desires? There  have   been, alas! in  the vvorld, more counsels how to ease them of their gold, than enrich them with the treasure  of the gospel : How to get: their land, than how  to save their souls.    Bat the time is coming, when winning fiouls will be found more honourable than conquering nations 
tions. Well Christian, though thou canst not impart to them what God hath laid on thy trencher ; yet as thou sittest at the feast of the gospel, think of those poor souls, and that compassionately, who starve to death for want of that bread with which thou art fed unto eternal life. There is an opinion which some have lately taken up, that the Heathens may spell Christ out of the sun, moon and stars ; these may seem kinder than others have been to them ; but 1 wish it doth not make them more cruel to them in the end. I mean by not praying so heartily for gospel-light to arise among them, as those must needs do, who believe them under a sad necessity of perishing without it; when a o-arrison is judged pretty well stored with provision for its defence, it h an occasion, that relief and succour comes the slower to it. And I wish Satan had not such a design against those poor forlorn souls in this principle ; if such a lesson were to be got by the stars, we should before this have heard of some that had learned it. Indeed, I find a star led the wise men to Christ; but they had a heavenly jueacher to open the text to them, or else they would never have understood it. 
CHAP II. 
A Lamenfationfor the unkind IFelccme that Gospel News finds in the World; with two or three sad grounds of fear as to us in this Nation, taken from the present Entertainment the Gospel hath among us, with a double Exhortation to the Saints to rejoice in this joyous Message. 
SECT.  I. 
Use 2. A SAD lamentation may be here taken np, that so good news should have such ill welcome, as the gospel commonly 
monly finds in the world. When the tidings was first told at Jerusalem, of a Saviour being born, one would have thought, especially if we consider that the Scripture reckoning was now out, for the bnth of the Mtssias, and they big Avith expectation of his coming, that all hearts should have leaped within them for joy at the news, to see their hopes so happily delivered and accomplished; but behold the clean Gontrarv. Christ's coming proves matter of trouble and distaste to them; they take the alarm at his birth, as if an enemy, a destroyer, not a Saviour, were landed in their coast, and as such, Herod goes against him, and makes him flee the country. But possibly, though at present they stumble at the meanness of his birth and parentage; yet •when the rays of his divinity shall shine through his miracles, then they will religiously worship him, whom ndw they contemn; when he comes forth into his public ministr}^, opens his commission, and shews his authority ; yea, Avith his own blessed lips tells the joyful message he brings from his father unto the sons of men, then surely they will dearly Jove his person, and thankfully embrace, yea, greedily drink in the glad tidings of salvation which he preached to them : No, they persist in their cursed unbelief, and obstinate rejecting of him; though the Scripture, (which they seem to adore) bear so full a testimony for Christ, that it accuseththem to their own consciencies, yet they will have none of him. Christ tells them so much, John v. 39, 40. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of me; and ye will not come unto me^ that ye might have liji ; life they desired, yet will lose it rather than come to him for it. And is the world now amended? doth Christ in his gospel meet with any kinder usage at the hands of most ? The note that Christ sings is still the same. Home unto me that ye may have life. The worst hurt Christ does poor souls that come unto him, is to put them into a state of life and salvation ; and yet where is the person that likes the offer? O 'tis other news that men generally listen after; this makes the exchange, the market place so full, and the church so thin and empty. Most expect to hear their best news from the world ; they look upon the news of the gospel as foreign, and that which doth not so much concern them (at least at present) it is time enough to mind tliis, when they are going into another Vol. III. B worlds 
woi'ld. Alas! the gospel is not accommodated to their carnal desires, it tells theAi of no fields and vineyards it hath to give, it invites them not with the gaities of worldly honours and pleasures; had  Christ  in  his  gospel hut gratified the cravings of men's lusts with a few promises for these things, though  he had promised less for another w'orld, the news would  have gone down better  with these sots, who  had rather hear one prophesy  of wdne  and strong drink, than preach of Heaven itself.    Truly, they are but a very few, and those sufficiently jeered for their pains, that like the message of the gospel  so w^ell, as to receive it cordially into their  hearts; if any one does  but  give entertainment to Christ, and it be known, what an alarm does it give to all his carnal neighbours ?  who, if they do not presently beset his house, as the Sodomites did Lnfs, yet set some brand of scorn upon him; yea, make account they have now reason enough to despise and hate him, how well soever they loved him before.    Q what will God do with this degenerate age Tie live in?    O England^ England, I fear some sad judgment or other bodes thee ! If such glad-tidings as the gospel brings be rejected, sad news  cannot be far  off, I cannot think of less than of a departing gospel.    God never made such a settlement of his gospel among any people, but he could remove it from them.    He comes  but upon liking, and w^ill he stay w^here he is not welcome ?    Who will, that hath elsewhere to go ?    It is high time for the merchant to pack up and be gone, when few or none  will buy; nay, when instead of buying, they will not suffer him to be quiet in his shop, but throw stones at him, and dirt on his richest commodities.    Do we not see the names of Christ's faithful messengers bleeding at this day  under the reproaches that fly so thick alx)ut their cars?    Are not the most precious truths of the gospel almost covered with the mire and dirt of errors and blasphemies, which men of corrupt mind, set on work by the  Devil himself, have raked out of every filthy puddle and  sink of old heretics, and thrown on the face of Christ and his gospel! and where is the hand so kind, as to wipe off that which they throw on ? The heart so valiant for the truth, that will stop these foul mouths, from spitting their venom against Christ and his gospel ? If any thing be done of this kind, alas, 'tis so faintly, that they gather heart by it; justice is so favourably sprinkled, like a few drops upon a fire, that it rather encreaseth the flame of their rage against 
the 
the truth than quench it. A prince calls not home his amba s idor for an affront that is offered to him in the streets; but when he is affronted^ and can have no redress for the wrong. 
SECT. II. 
Object, But some may say, though it cannot be denied that the gospel hath found very unkind entertainment by many among us^ and especially of late years, since a spirit of error hath so sadly prevailed in the land ; yet make us not worse than we are. There is, blessed be God, a remnant of gracious souls yet to be found, to whom Christ is precious ; who gladly embrace the message of the gospel, and weep in secret for the contempt that is cast upon it by men of corrupt minds, and profane hearts; and therefore we hope we are not in such imminent danger of losing the gospel as your fears suggest. 
Answ. If there were not such a sprinkling of Saints among us, our case were indeed desperate. The shades of that dismalnight would quickly be upon us: these are they that have held the gospel thus long among us. Christ had, as to his gospel presence, been gone before this, had not these hung about his legs, and with their strong cries and prayers entreated his stay. But there are a few considerations, which seriously weighed, will not leave us without some tremblings of heart. 
First, Consider what little proportion, as to the number, do these that embrace the gospel bear with those that continue to reject it; those that desire to keep Christ among us, and those that wish him gone, and would gladly be rid of him. Were it put to the vote, would not they carry it by thousands of thousands, that care not whether we have a gospel Or not? And doth it not prophesy sadly, when the odds is so great ? In all the departures of God from a people, there v/ere ever some holy ones mingled among the rout of sinners. Sardis had her fezv names which had not dejiled their garments; but yet the candlestick was removed. All that they could get was a promise for themselves in particular, Itev. iii. 4. They shall walk zvith me in white; but no protection for the church. God can pull down the house, and provide  well tor his Saints also that he finds there.— 
B 2 A few 
A few voices are easily drowned in the out-cry of a multitude; a few pints of wine arc hardly tasted in a tun of -water : And a little number of Saints  can do  sometimes but little to the saving: of a wretched people among whom they live ; possibly as in a weak body, where the disease bath got the mastery/nature putting forth its summum coiiatum, its utmost strength, may keep life a-while in tlie body some days or weeks, but cannot long without some help to evacuate the distemper ; so a few Saints, shut up in a degenerate age amongst an ungodly Christ-despising people, may a\vhile prorogue the judgment, and reprieve aw-:iiethe life of such a people ; but if there be no cliange made upon them for the better, ruin must needs break in upon them. 
Secondly,   Consider of these  few gracious ones found amongst us that embrace the gospel; how many are new conveits, such I mean as the gospel hath of late days won to Christ ? I am afraid you will hnd this little number of Saints chiefiv to consist of old disciples, such  as  were wrought upon many years since.    Alas, the womb of the gospel hath been in a great measure shut up of late, as to the brhiging forth of souls b}^ a thorough solid work of conversion.    Indeed, if they may pass for converts, that baptize themselves into a new way and form of worship ; or that begin their religion with a "tenet and an opinion; we have more than a good manv to shew of these; but in this old age cf England's withered profession, how great a rai ity is a sincere convert ? We cannot deny but God is graciously pleased to bring the pangs of the new birth now and then upon some poor souls in our assembhes (that his despised servants may have his seal to confirm their Ministry, and stop those mouths which are so scornfully opened against it); }'et alas ! it is but here and there one ; and doth not this prophesy sadly to this nation ? I am sure^ when we see a tree that used to stand thick with fruit, now bring forth but little, miay be an apple on this bough, and another on that, we look upon it as a dying tree,     haah comforted herself from her fruitfulness. That therefore her husband would love her, and cleave to her. Gen. xxix. 34. May Ave not on the contrary fear, that God v^ill not love, but leave a people when they grow barren under the means of grace ? God threatens as much, Jer. vi, 8. Be instruried, O Jerusalem, lest my soul depart from thee; and if God's soul departs, then he is upon his remove, as to 
hi^ 
his visible presence also ; so indeed it follows, Lest T make thee desolate, a land not inhabited. O my brethren, those golden d?-y-i of the gospel are over, when converts came fl}^ing as a cloud, as the doves to their windows in fioclis. Now gospel-news grow stale, few are taken with it. Though a kingdom hath much treasure and richer in it; vet if tVade cease, no new bullion comes in, nor merchandize be imported ; it spends upon il^ old ttock, and must needs in time decay; our old store of Saints (the treasure of their times) wears away a-ptice : What v/ill beccnse of us if no nev/ ones come in their room? Alas! when oar burials are more than our births, we must needs be on the losing hand. There is a sad list of holy names taker, away from us; but where are they V, hich arc born to God ? If the good go, and those which are left continue bad, yea, become worse and worse, we have reason to fear that God is clearing the ground, and makincr way for a judgment. 
Thirdly, Consider the uT:happy contentions and divisions that are found among the people of God ; these p**ophesy sadly the Lord knows. Contentions ever portended ill. Tlie remarkable departures of God, recorded in Scripture, from the church of the .lews, found them wofully divided and cruaibied into parties. And the Asiatic churches no less. Christ sets up tiie light of his gospel to walk and work by, not to fight and wrangle; and therefore it were no wcnder at all, if he should put it out, and so end the dispute. If these storms, which have been of late years upon us, and are not yet off, had but made Christians, as that did the disciples, Mark vi.48.ply thy oar, and lovingly row all one way, it had been happy ; we might then have expected Christ to come walking towards us in mercj', and help us safe to land ; but when we throw away the oar, and fall a scuffling in the ship, while the wind continues loud about us; truly we are more like to drive Christ from us, than invite him to us; we are in a more probable way of sinking, than saving of the ship and ourselves in it. 
SECT. III. 
Use 3. A word of exhortation, and first to you who yet have not closed with the terms of the gospel;, be persuaded 
to 
to receive the message of the gospel kindly, believingly into your hearts; it is the best news you can send back to Heaven, as  a gratulatory return  for the  glad tidings that the gospel brings from thence. Thy embracing Christ, preached to thee m the gospel, will be as welcome news to Heaven, I can tell thee, as the tidings of Christ, and salvation through bim, can be to thee. There is joy in Heai)en at the conversion of a sinner.    Those Angtls which sang Christ into the world, will not want a song when he is received into thy heart, for he came into the world for this end.    Christ descended when he came into the world, but now he asceixls: That was an act of his humiliation, this of exaltation.    The highest created throne thai God can sit in, is the soul of a believer; no wonder then, that Christ calls all his friends to joy With him at a soul's return to him and reception of him, Luke XV. 9.    What joy is now in Heaven upon this occasion, we may collect from the joy it drew from Christ when on earth.    It was some great good news that could wring a smile then from Christ, or tun6 his spirit into a joyful note, who was a man of sorrows ; yet when his disciples, whom he had sent forth to preach the gospel, returned with news of some victorious success of their labours, in that hour Jesus rejoiced in Spiritj and said, I thank thee, O Father, Luke X. 21. of all the hours of his life, that is the hour wherein Christ would express his joy; which, with the care of the spirit to record this passage in the history of Christ's life, shews, that Christ had an especial design in that expression of his joy at that time, and what could it be, but to let us know how much his heart was set upon the work of saving souls ? and that when he should be gone to Heaven, if we meant to send any joyful news to him thither, it should be of the prosperous and victorious success the gospel hath over our hearts.    This,  which could make him rejoice in the midst of his sorrows here on earth, must needs be more joyous to him in Heaven, now where he hath no bitterness from bis own sufferings, which are all healed, past, and gone, to mingle with thejo}^ of this news; and if the kind reception of the gospel be such joyful news to him, you may easily conceive how distasteful the rejecting of it is.    As he rejoiced in spirit to hear the gospel prevailed, so he cannot but be angrv, when it meets with a repulse from the unbelieving world, Luke xiv. 21. we find the master of the ho ise (that is 
Christ) 
Christ) angn^, when his servants sent to invite his guests (that is, preach the gospel), return with a denial from those that were bidden, for so their mannerly excuses were interpreted by Christ; yea so angry, that he claps a fearful doom upon them ; not one of those invited shall taste ofm^ supper, God can least bear any contempt cast upon his grace. The JewSy though they had many grievous calamities befelthem for their idolatrous and other sins, yet never any like that, which their rejecting Christ brought upon them; under those they relented, but under this they hardened. Thev Mould not come when the supper was on the table ; and therefore the cloth is drawn, and they go supperless to bed, and die in their sins ; while they shut tlie door of their hearts against Christ, this padlock, as I may so call it, of judiciary impenitence is fastened to it. Christ needs take no other revenge on a soul for its refusing him, to make it miserable to the height, than to condemn such an one to have its own desire: Christ thou wilt not, Christ therefore thou shalt not have. O unhappy soul! thou that hast offers of Christ, but diest without Christ. Thou goest with thy full ladino- to damnation ; none sink so deep in Hell as those that fail fnto it, with a stumble at Christ. That gospel which brings now good news, will, when thou shalt have a repetition-sermon of it at the great day, bring the heaviest tidings with it that •ver thv ears heard. 
SECT.   IV. 
Secondly, To you who have entertained the message of the gospel. 
B'irst, Rejoice at the news; glad tidings, and sad hearts do not well together: when we see one''heavy and sorrowful, we ask him what ill news he hath heard. Christian, what ill news hath Christ brought from Heaven with him' that makes thee walk with thy folded arms and pensive countenance ? Psalm cxxxii. l6. To see a wicked rnan merry and jocund, or a Christian sad and dumpish, is alike uncomely. A feast is made for laughter, saith Solomoyi, Eccles. X. 19. I am sure God intended his people's jov in the feast of the gospel; mourners were not to sit at God's table Deut. xxvi.    Truly the Saints heaviness reflects unkindly 
upon 
upon God himself; we do not commend his cheer, if it dotti not cheer us. What saith the world ? The Christian's life is but a melancholy walk ; surely, thinks the carnal wretch, it is a dry feast they sit at, where so little wine of joy is drunk. And wilt thou confirm them in this their opinion, Christian ? Shall they have thy example to produce against Christ and his word, which promise peace and joy to ail that will come to this feast? God forbid that thy conversation, wherein thou art to hold forth the word of Ufe, to live in the eyes of the w'orld, and which ought to be as a comment upon the word, to clear up the truth and reality of it to others; that this should so disagree from the text, as to make the gladsome tidings spoken of in it more disputed and questioned in the thoughts of the unbelieving world than before. It is an error I confess, and that a gross one which the Papists teach, that we cannot know the scriptures to be the word of God, but by the testimony of the church ; yet it is none to say, that a practical test:imony from the Saints lives, hath great authority over the consciences of men, to convince them of the truth of the gospel. Now they will believe it is good news indeed the gospel brings, when they can read it in your chearful lives ; but when they observe Christians sad with this cup of salvation in their hands, truly they suspect the wine in it is not so good as the preachers commend it to them for; should men see all that trade to the Lidies, come home poorer than they went, ic would be hard to persuade others to venture thither, for all the golden mountains said to be there. O Christians, let the world see you are not losers in your joy, since you have been acquainted w^ith the gospel ; give not them cause to think by your uncomfortable walking, that when they turn Christians, they must bid all joy farewell, and resolve to spend their da3^s in a house of mourning. 
Secondly, Is the gospel a message of glad tidings ? do not then for shame, Christian, run on the world's score by taking up any of its carnal joy; thou needest not go out of God's house to be merry; here is joy enough in the glad tidings of the gospel, more than thou canst spend, though thou shouldst live at an higher rate than thou dost or canst here on earth. Ahraham would not take so much as a thread, or shoe-latchet from the King of Sodom, Gen. 14. lest he should say, that he made Abraham rich: A Christian should deny himself of 
the 
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the world's joy and delights, lest they say, these Christians draw their jov out of our cistern. The channel is cut out of the spirit of God, in which he would have his Saints joy run. If any be merry, let him sing Psalms. Let the subject of his mirth be spiritual, as on the other hand. If he be sick, let him pray, James iii. 13. a spiritual vent is givt^n to both affections of sorrow and jov. A Prince's recreation must not be like a ruffian's, nor a Christian's joy like the carnal man's; if ever there was need to call upon Christians to feed the lamp of their joy with spiritual fuel, holy oil, that drops from the gospel pipe, now the time is, wherein professors do symbolize with the world in their outward bravery, junkettings, fashions, pastimes, and are so kind to the flesh in allovving of, yea, pleading so much for a carnal liberty in these things, that shews too plainly the spiritual joy to be drawn out of these wells of salvation, does not satisfy them, or else they would not make up their draught from this puddle water, which was wont to be thirsted after, only by those that had never drank of Christ's cup. O ! what is the reason that those, who would pass for Christians, forsake this pure wine of gos[>el joy, for the sophisticated stuff which this whore, the world, presents in her golden cup to them? Is it because the gladsome message of the gospel is grown stale, and so its joy (which once sparkled in the preaching of it, as generous wine doth in the cup, and cheared the hearts of believers with strong consolations) hath now lost its spirits ? or can that pure stream of spiritual joy, which hatli run so long through the hearts and lives of the Saints in so many generations, without mingling with the brackish water of the world's sensual pleasures, at last fall in with them, and be content to lose its own divine nature and sweetness in such a sink? O no 1 the gospel is the same it was: the joy it brings as sweet, and brisk, as spiritual, and pur|L as ev^er, and will be as long as God and Christ continue t(noe the same, out of whose bosom of love it first flowed, and is still fed : But the professors of this gospel now are not the same with those holy men and women of priunitive times. The world grows old, and mcn't? affections with it chill and cold ; we have not our taste so lively, nor our spirits so chaste and pure, to relish the heavenly viands dished forth in the gospel. The cheer is as good as ever, but the guests are worse, we are grown debauched in our judgments^ and corrupt in our principles; Vol. IIL C no 
no wonder then if carnal in our joys.    Error is a whore, it fakes away the heart from Christ and his Spiritual joys.   The head once distempered, soon affects the heart, and by dropping the malignity of its principles upon it, poisons it with carnal affections, and carnal affections cannot fare with any other, than g.'jss and carnal joys.    Here, here is the root of the misery of our times.    Hath not  (think you) the Devil played his game cunningly among us ?  who by his instrurrients (transforming themselves into the likeness of angels of light). First,  could raise so many credulous  souls into a fond expectation of higher attainments in grace and comfort from their new pretended light^ than ever, yet the Saints were acqtiainted with, and at last to make them fall so low, as to accept such sensual pleasures and joys as this  world can afford, in full payment for all the glorious things he promised them ? Well, sirs, this I hope will make some love the gospel the more, and stick closer to it as long as they live. O Christians, bless God for the glad tidings of the gospel,, and never lend an ear to him, that would be telling you other news, except you mean to part with truth to purchase a lie ; yea, let it make you careful to draw all your comfort and joy from the gospel's breast.   When a carnal heart would he merry, he doth not take the bible down to read; he doth not go into the company of the promises, and walk in the meditation of them ; it brings no joy to him, to think of Christ or Heaven ; no, he takes down a play-book, seeks some jovial company, goes to the Exchange, or market, to hear what news he can meet with-    Every one as his haunt lies : But still it is from the world he expects his joy.   And now where liejs thy road Christian ?  whither doth thy soul lead thee for thy joy ? dost not thou go to the word, and read there what Christ has done for thee on earth, and is doing for thee in Heaven ! is not the throne of oj^cethe Exchange, to which thou resortest for good news fi^Wi that far country, Heaven, where all thy estate lies, and thy best iViends live ? art not thou listening what promise he will speak peace from to thy soul ? it' so, thou hast not thy name for nought; thou art a Christian  indeed.    True students, that love their book indeed, when they have wearied their spirits with study, can recreate them again with study, by making a diversion from that which is severe and knotty, to some more facile and pleasant subject.    Thus the true Christian, when his spirits 
are 
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' are worn and wasted in the severer exercises of Christianity; such as fasting and prayer, wherein he afflicts both body and soul for his sins, then he can recover them at the feast of God's love in Christ, where he sees his water turned into wine, and the tears that even now his sins covered his face ■withal, washed off with the blood of Christ; when his soul is struck into a fear and trembling with the consideration of the justice of God, and the terror of his threatenings and judgments for sin, then the meditation of the sweet promises of the gospel recreate and revive him; so that in the same word, where he meets with his wound, he finds his healing ; where he hath his sorrow, there also he receives his joy^ 
CHAP. III. 
A fourfold Peace attributed to the Gospel, and in particular^ Peace of Reconciliation, where it is proved there is a Quarrel betzvi.vt God and Man, as also that the Gospel can only take it up, and why God thus laid the Method of Man's Reco^ *very so. 
Quest. 2. X HE second enquiry follows ; v;hni peace is here meant, that is attributed to the Gospel'^ peace is a comprehensive word. We looked for peace (saith the Prophet) but no good came, Jer. viii. l^j^eace brings, and carries away again wit!i it all good, as tW sun doth light to and from the world ; when Christ would to the utmost express how w^ell he wished his disciples, he w^raps up all the happiness which his large heart could wish them in this blessing of peace. Peace 1 leave with you, mi/peace J give unto you, John xiv. 27. Now take peace in its greatest latitude, if not spurious, and it will be found to grow upon this gospel-root, ^o that we shall lay the conclusion in general terms. 
Doct, True peac^:: is the blessing of the gospel, and only 
C2 of 
of the gospel.    This will appear in the several kinds  of peace.    Which may be sorted into these four. 
First, Peace with God, which we mciy call peace of reconciliatiV)n. 
Secondly, Peace with ourselves, or peace of conscience. Thirdly^ Peace with one another, or peace of love and unity. 
Fourthl}', Peace with the other creatures, even the most hurtful, which may be called a peace of indemnity and service. 
To begin where all other begin, with peace of reconciliation with God. For when man fell out with God, he fell out with himself, and all the world besides; and he can never come to be at peace with these, till his peace be made with God, Tranquillus DeuSj tranquillnt omnia; the point then is, 
Doct. 1. The peace of reconciliation with God is the blessing of the gospel. Three things are here to be done in prosecution of the point. First, I shall shew you that there is a quarrel between God and man. Secondly^ that the gospel, and only the gospel takes this up, and makes peace betwaxt God and man. Thirdly, why God conveys this peace of reconciliation into the world in this w^ay_, and by this method. 
First J There is a quarrel depending betwixt God and the sons of men; open acts of hostility done by one nation against another, proclaim there is a war commenced. JSow such acts of hostility pass betwixt God and man: Bullets fly thick to and fro on either hand. Man he lets fly against God though against his will he shoots short, whole vollies of sins and impieties. The best of Saints acknowledge thus much of themselves, before converting grace took them off, Tic. iii. 3. We ourselves also rcere sovMtimes foalishf disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts ami pleasures. Mark the last words, serving lusts andpleasures. They were in pay to sin, willing to fight against God, and side with this his onli/ enemy. Not a faculty of his soul, or member of his body, which is not in arms against him. The carnal mind (saith the Apostle) is enmity against God, Rom. viii. 7. And if there be w^ar in the mind, to be sure there can be no peace . in the members (inferior faculties of the soul) which are all commanded by it.    Indeed we are by nature worst in our 
bsst 
best part, the enmity against God is chiefly seated in the superior faculties of the soul. As in armies, the common soldiery are wholly taken up v>ith the booty and spoil they get by the \\^ar, without much minding one side or other; but the more principal officers, especially the Prince or General, these go into the field full of enmity against them that oppose them: so the inferior faculties sei*k only satisfaction to their sensual appetite in the booty that sin affords, but the superior faculties of the mind, this comes forth more directly against God, and opposeth his sovereignty ; yea, if it could lay a plot effectually to take away the life of God himself, there is enmity enough in the carnal mind to put it into execution. And as man is in arms against God, so is he against man. He is angry zcith the zcicked every day he hath bent his bow, and made it ready, he hath also prepared for him the iustrnments of death, Psal, vii. II. God hath set up his royal standard in defiance of all the sons and daughters of apostate Adam, who from his own mouth are proclaimed rebels and traitors to his crow a and dignit}^; and as against such he hath taken the field, as with fire and sword to be avenged on them. Yea, he gives the v/crid sufficient testimony of his incensed wrath, by that of it which is revealed from Heaven daily in the judgments executed upon sinners, and those many but of a span long, before they can shew what nature the}^ have by actual sin, yet crushed to death by God's righteous foot, only for the viporous kind of which they com.e. At every door where sin sets its foot, there the wrath of God meets us. Every faculty of soul, and member of body, are used as a weapon of unrighteousness against God; so every one hath is portion of v/rath, even to the tip of the tongue. As man is sinful ail over, so is he cursed all over. Inside and outside, soul and body, is writ all wi^h woes and curses, so close and full, that there is not room for another to intcrhne, or add to what God Ijath written. 
In a word, so fiery is the Lord's wrath against sinful man, that all the creatures share with him in it. Though God takes his aim at man, and levels his arrows primarily at h's very heart, yet as they go, they light upon the creature; God's curse blasts the whole creation for man's.sake, and so he pays him some of his misery from the hand of those creatures which were primitively ordained to minister to him in 
his 
his happy state, yea, contribute some drops to the filhiig of his cup. As an enraged army makes spoil and havock or all in their enemies land, destroys their provision, stops or poisons their waters, burns up their houses, and lets out his fury on all his hand comes at. Truly tlius, God plagues man in every creature, not one escapes his hand. The bread we eat, the water we drink, and air we breathe, are poisoned with the curse of God, of which they ^^4lo live longest, die at last. And-all these are no more to Hell, than a few files of men to the whole body of an army ; God doth but skirmish with sinners here by some small parties of his judgments sent out, to let them know they have an enemy alive, that observes their motions, takes the alarm their sins give him, and can be too hard for them when he pleases • but it is in Hell where he falls on with his whole power. There sinners shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, 2Thes. i.9. 
Secondly, The gospel takes this quarrel up, therefore called the Gospel of Peace, This will appear in two particulars. First, the gospel presents us with the articles of peace, which God offers graciously to treat upon with the children of men, and this none but the gospel doth. Secondly, the gospel preached and published, is the great instruinent of God to effect this peace thus offered. 
First, The gospel presents us \vith the articles of peace,, whereby- God graciously offers to treat and conclude an inviolable peace with rebellious man. In it we have the whole method, which God laid in his own thoughts, from eternity, of reconciling poor sinners to himself. The gospel is God's heart in print. The precious promises of the gospel are Heaven's court-rolls, translated into the creatures language, in which are exposed to the view of our faith, all the counsels and purposes of love and mercy, which were concluded on by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for the recovery of lost man b}^ Jesus Christ, who v/as sent as Heaven's pleiiipotentiary to earth, fully empowered and enabled, not only by preaching, to treat of a peace as desired on God's part, to be concluded between God and man, but by the purchase of his death to procure a peace, and by his spirit to seal and ratify the same to all those who, believing the credential letters which God sent with hini, in the miraclesj 
wrought 
wrought by him, and especially the testimony which theScripture gives of him, do by a faitli unfeigned receive him into their souls, as their only Lord and Saviour. This is such a notion as is not to be learnt elsewhere. A deep silence we lind concerning this in Aristotle and Tully. They cannot tell us how a poor sinner may be at peace with God; nothing of this to be spelt from the Covenant God made with Adam. That shuts the sinner up in a dark dungeon of despair, bids him look for nothing but what the wrath of a just God can measure out to him. Thus the guilty creature is surrounded on every side as with a deluge of wrath ; no hope nor help to be heaid of, till the gospel, like a dove, brings the olive-branch of peace, and tells him that the tide is turned, and that Hood of wrath which was poured on man for his sin, is now fallen into anotlier channel, even upon Christ, who was made a curse for us, and hath not only drunk of the brook that lay in the way, and hindered our passage to God, but hath drunk it off; so that whore a sea was, now appears dry land, and a safe and fair causeway, called, [Heb. x. 20.) living way^ by which every truly icepenting and believing sinner may pass without any danger, from the justice of God, into the love and favour of God. Joeing justified by faith, we have peace xvith God through our Lord Jesus Christ, Rom. v. 1. We are entirely beholden to the gospel for the discovery of this secret, which the Apostle solemnly acknowledgeth, 2 Tim. i. 10. where Christ is said to bring life and immortaliiij to light by the Gospel. It lay hid in the womb of God's purpose, till the gospel arose, and let us into the knowledge of it, as the light of the sun reveals to the eye what was before, but wliat could not be seen w^ithout its light; and therefore it is not onlv called a living way, but a nezi, and living zcay zchich he hath consecrated for us, so new, that the heait of man never was acquainted with one thought of it, till t!»e gospel opens it, according to thit of Isa. xlii. 16. Izcillbring the blind by a way he knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known. 
Secondly, The gospel published and preached, is the great instrument of God to effect this peace. Before peace be concluded betwixt God and the creature, both must be agreed; as God to pardon, so the sinner to accept and embrace peace upon God's own terms; but how shall this be 
done? The heart of man is so deeply rooted in its enmity against God, that it requires a strength to pluck up this, equal with that which tears u]) mountains, and carries rocks from one place to another. The gospel preached is the instrument which God useth for the effecting of it. Rom. i. 16. / am not ashamed (saith the Apostle there) of tht Gos^ pel of Christ, for it is the pozver of God unto sahation. It is the chariot wherein the s[)irtt rides victoriously, when he makes his entrance into the heart of man ; called therefore the Ministration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. iii. 8. He fashions a-new the heart, as he framed the world at first wqth a word speakintr. This is the day of God's power, wherein he makes his people willing. Power indeed to make those that had the seeds of war sown in their very natures against God, willing to be friends wi^i him. Unheard of power, as if the beating of a drum should carry such a charm along with its sound, to make those on the enemy's side, upon the hearing of it to throw dow^n their arms, and to seek peace at his hand, against whom they even now took the field with great rafve and fury ; such a secret power accompanies the gospel. It strikes manv times not only the sinner's sword out of his hand, while it is stretched out against God ; but the enmity out of his heart, and brings the stoutest rebel upon his knee, humbly to crave the benefit of the articles of peace published in the gospel. It makes sinners so pliant and tractable to the caU of God in the gospel, that they on a sudden, (upon the hearing of a Gospel sermon) forget their own natural affections, which they have had to their beloved lusts, and leap out of their embraces with indignation, lest they should keep God and them at odds one moment longer. Now follows the third. 
Quest. Why doth God convey his peace of reconciliation by this channel unto ihe sons of men ? Or in plainer terms, Why doth God chuse to reconcile poor sinners to himself by Christ? for this is the peace which the gospel proclaims, Colos, i. 20. Jnd having made peace through the blood of his cross, bi/ him to reconcile all things to himself; And mrs. ^1, 22. And you that zt:ere sometimes alienated^ andemmies in your mind by wicked wdTks; yet now hath he reconciled in the body of hisjiesh through death, to present you holy and unhlameabk, and unreprovcahle in his 
&ight. ■ 
Jnszv. 
Jiisw. They are too liold with God, who say, That he could not find out another way; Who can tell thitt, except God himself had told him so? Alas! how unmeet is the short line of our created understanding for such a darinoattempt, as to fathom the unsearchahleness of God's omnipotent wisdom? To determine what God can, and what he cannot do ? But w^e may say that the wisdom of God eould not have laid the method of salvation m.ore ^idvantageous to the exaltino- of his OAvn glorious name, and his poor creatures' happiness, than in this expedient of reconciling them to himself by Christ our great peace-maker. This transaction hath in it a happy temperament, to solve all the difficulties on either hand ; and for its mysterious contrivance, exceeds the workmanship which God put forth in makinothis exterior world, though in its kind so perfect and glorious, that the least creature tells its Maker to be a Deity, and puts the Atheist to shame in his own conscience that wilJ not believe so; yet it exceeds this goodly frame of Heaven and earth, as far as the watch itself doth the case which covers it. Indeed, God intended by this way of reconciling poor sinners to himself, to make v.ork for Angels and Saints to admire the mysterv of his wisdom, power, and love therein to everlasting. O ! when they shall all meet torrether in Heaven, and there have the whole counsel of God unfolded to them; when they shall behold what seas were dried up and what rocks of creature-impossibilities digged throuo-h by the omnipotent wisdom and love of God, before a si^iner's peace could be obtained, and then behold the work, notwithstanding all this, to be effected and brought to a happy perfection. O ! how will they be swallowed up in adoring the abyss of his wisdom, who laid the platform of all this according to the eternal counsel of his own will ; surely, the sun doth not so much exceed the streno-th of our mortal eyes, as the glory of this will their understandings from ever fully comprehending it. This, this is the piece which God drew on purpose, for its rare workmanship, to beautily Heaven itself withal ; when Christ returned to Heaven, he carried none of this world's rarities with Ijim ; not its silver and gold ; not crowns and diadems, which here men venture their lives, yea, part with their souls so prodigally for. Alas! what are these, and the whole pride arid gallantry of this world to Heaven ? That which it criories Vol. III. D "xno,t 
most of, suits Heaven no better than the beggar's dish and scraps dp a Prince's table ; or the patched tattered coat of the one, the wardrobe of the other. No, tlie Lord Christ came on a higher design than this to earth : The enterprize he undertook to atchieve, was to negociate, yea, effect a peace betwixt God and his rebel-creature man, that had by his revolt incurred his just wrath and vengeance ; this was a work that became God himself so well to engage in, that he thought none high and worthy enough to be trusted with the transacting of it beneath his only Son, who staid here but while he had brought this negociation to a happy period ; and then carried the joyful tidings of its being finished back •with him to Heaven, which made his return infinitely welcome to his Father, and all the glorious inhabitants of Heaven his attendants. 
'      CHAP. IV. 
A  more particular Account why God reconciled Sinners to himself bt/ Christ. 
SECT. I. 
F 
IRST, God lays this method of reconciling sinners to himself by Christ, that he might give the deepest testimony of his perfect hatred to sin in that very act, wherein he expresseth the highest love and mercy to sinners. No act of mercy and love like that of pardoning sin. To receive a reconciled sinner into Heaven, is not so great an advance, as to take a rebel into a state of favour and reconciliation. The terms here are infinitely Avider ; there is reason to expect the one^ none to look for the other. It is pure mercy to pardon, but truth being pardoned to save. Well, when God puts forth this very act, he will have the creature see his hatred to sin, 
' writ 
writ upon the face of that love he shews to the sinner. And truly this was not needful, if we consider how hard it is for our corrupt feearts to conceive of God's mercy without some dishonourable reflection upon his holiness. / kept silence (saith God) Psahn 1. And what inference doth the wicked draw from thence ? Thou thoughtest I was altogether such a one as thyself; that is, thou thoughtest I liked sin as well as "thyself. Now, if so plain and easy a text as God's forhearing mercy be wrested, and a false gloss so repugnant, not only to the end of God therein, but to the holy nature of God ; how much more subject is forgiving mercy (that is so far superlative to that, and infinitely more luscious to the sinner's palate) to be abused ? Some men gaze so long on this pleasing object, that they are not willing to look offj and see any other attribute in God. Now, in this Avay of reconcihng himself to sinners by Christ, he hath given such an argument to convince sinners, that he is an implacable hater of sin, as hath not its fellow. It is true, every threat in the bible tells us that sin finds no favour in God's heart; the guilty consciences of men, that haunt them home, and follow them into their own bosoms, continually yelling and crying damnation in their ears ; the remarkable judgments which now and then take hold of sinners in this woVld, and much more the furnace which is heating for them in another, shew abundantly how hot and burning God's heart withi^ him is in wrath against sin. But when we see him run upon his Son, and lay the envenomed knife of his wrath to his tliroat, yea, thrust it into his very heart, and there let it stick for all the supplications and prayers, which in his bitter agonies he offered up to his Father with strong crying and tears, without the least sparing of him, till he had forced his life (in a throng of sad groans aVid sighs) out of his body, and therewith paid justice the full debt, which he had as man's surety undertook to discharge. This, this doth give us a greater advantage to conceive of God's hatred to sin, than if we could stand in a place, to see what entertainment the damned find in Hell, and at once behold all the torrnents they endure. Alas! their backs are not broad enough to bear the whole weight of God's wrath at once, it being infinite, and they finite ; which if they could,, we should not find them lying in that prison for non payment. But behold one here, who had the whole curse of sin at once upon 
D 2 his 
liis back.    Indeed^ their suiierings are infinite, extensive^ be^ cause everlasting ; but his were infinite, intensive ; he paid in one sum what they shall be ever paving, and yet never come to  the last farthing.    The chastisement of our peace Zi'ds upon him, Isaiah liii. 5.  He hath laid on him the iniqaitij of lis ally ver. 6. Or, he hath made the iniquity of us all to meet in him; the whole curse met in him, as all streams do in the sea.    A vertual   collection of all the tiiteatenings denounced against sin, and all laid on him.    And now, take but one step more, and consider in how near relations Christ stood in to God, as also the infinite and unspeakable love with which  it was filled, and mutually endeared on  each band, and this at the very same time, when he ascended the staoe for this bloody tragedy to be acted on him in :  And I think that you are at the highest stair the word of God can lead you, to ascend by into the meditation of this, subject. Should you see a father that has but one only son, and can have no more, make him his mittimus to prison, come into court himself, and sit Judge upon his life, with his own hpa pass sentence of death u])on him, and order that it be executed with the most exquisite torments that may be ; yea, oo to the place himself, and with his own eyes,  and those not full of water, as mourning for his death, but full of fire and fury ; yea, a countenance every way so set, as might tell all that see  it,  the man  took   pleasure in his child's death; you would  say, surely he bitterly hates his son, or the sin his son hath committed.    This you see in God the Father towards his Son; it Avas he more than men or Devil's, tiiat procured his death.    Christ took notice of this, that the warrant for his death, had  his Father's hand and seal to it; Shall I not drink of the cup my Father gives fne 1 Yea, he stands bv and rejoiceth in it; his blood was the nine  that made glad the heart of God; it pleaseth the Lord to bruise him, Isaiah liii. 10. 
When God corrects a Saint, he doth it in a manner unwillingly ; but when Christ suffers, it pleaseth him ; and not this from want of love in liis heart to Christ, nor that any disobedience in Christ had hardened his Father's heart iigairtst him, for he never displeased him ; but from the hatred he had to sin, and zeal to exalt his mercy towards sinners, by satisfying his justice on his Son. 
SECT. 
THE GOSPEL OF PEACE i* 
SECT. II. 
Secondly, He efTected our peace by Christ, that he might For ever hide pride from his S.iints eyes. Pride was the stone on which both Angels and man stumbled and fell. In man's recovery, therefore, he will roll that stone as far as may be out of the wav ; he will lay that knife iwide with which man did himself the mischief. And that he may do this, he transacts the whole business by Christ for them. Man's project was to cut off the entail of his obedience to God, and set up for himself, as a free and absolute Prince^ without holdiiig upon his maker ; a strange plot! for to effect this, he must first have thrown away that being which God gave him, and by a self-creation, if such a thing had been possible, have bestowed a new one upon himself; then indeed, and not till then, he might have had his will. Butj alas! his pride to be what he could not, lost him what he had ; yet how foolish soever it now appears, and infeasible, that was the plot pride had sprung in man's heart. Now God, to preserve his children from all future assaults and batteries of Hell at this door, chose such a way of reconciling and saving them, that when the Prince of the world comes to tempt them to pride, he should find nothing in them to give the least countenance or colour to such a motion ; so that of all sins, pride is such ap one, as we may wonder how it should grow; for it hath no other root to bear it up, but what is found in man's dreaming fancy and imagination. It grows, as sometimes we shall see a mushroom, or moss among stones, where little or no soil is for its root to take hold of. God in this gospel-way of reconciling sinner.s by Christ, makes him fetch all from without doors. Wilt thou poor soul have peace with God ? thou must not have it from thine own penance for thy sins. The chastisement of our peace zoas upon him, Isaiah liii. 5. O! know thou art not thy own peace-maker. That is Christ's name, who did that work, Uph. ii. 14. For he is our peace, who hath made ooth one, Jew and Gentile, one with God, and one witfi one another, Woaldst thou be righteous r then thou must not appear before God in thy own ciothe*i: it is another's righteousness. 
teousness, not thy own, that is provided for tliee; Surely shall one sai/, in the Lord have I righteomness^ Isaiah xlv. (24. Ill a word, wouldst thou ever have a right in Heaven's o'lory ? Thy penny is not good silver to purchase it with ; the price must not come out of thy purse, but Christ's heart; and, therefore, as it is called the purchased possession, in regard of Christ, because he obtained it for us with a great sura, not silver and gold, but his precious blood ; so an inheritance, in regard of us, because it descends upon us as freely as the father's estate on bis child, Eph. i. 14. And whv all this ? But that the lofty looks of man may be humbled, and the haughtiness of man should be bowed down^ and the Lord alone exahed in the day of our salvation. The Manna is expounded by Christ himself to be a type of him, John vi. 32. Ihe bread of God is he which cometh down from Heaven, and giveth life to the world. Now observe^ wherefore God chose that way of feeding them in the wilderness. Dent. viii. 16. Who fed thee in the zcilderness with Manna, zsjhich thi/ fathers knezo not, that he might humble thee ^^ But wherein lay this great humbling of them ; were they not shrewdly iiumbled, think you, to be fed with a dainty dish, which had God for its Cook, and is called J71gels food for its delicacy ? Psalm Ixxviii. 25. Such, that if they needed any repast, might well suit their table ? I answer, it was not the meanness of the fare, but the manner of havincr it, which God intended should humble them. Man is proud, and loves to be his own provider, and not stand to another's allowance; the same feast sent ni by the charity and bounty of another, Avill not go down so well with his bio-h stomach, as when it is provided at his own cost and charoes : he had rather have the honour of keeping his own house, though mean, than to live higher upon the alms and allowance of another's charity : This made them wnsh themselves at their onions in their own gardens m Egypt, and flesh-pots there ; which, though they w^ere grosser diet, lilied them better, because bought w^ith their own penny. 
SECT.  III. 
Thirdly, That it mipht be a peace with the greatest ad. vantaQ:e possible^ that God and man might meet again o,^ 
better 
better terms bv this pacification, than when Adam stood ii\ all his primitive glory. God no doubt would not have let the beauty of his first workmanship to be so defaced by sin, had he not meant to have reared a more map;niticent structure out of its ruins. Now God intending to print man's happiness in the second edition with a fairer character than at the firstj he employs Christ in tfie work, as the onlv fit instrument to accomplish so great a design ; Christ himself tells us as much, John x, 10. lam come that they might have life, and that they might have it more ahundantly .His coming was not to give those who were dead and damned bare peace, naked life, but more ahundantly tlian ever man had them before the breach. It was Christ in the second temple, who filled it with a glory superlative to the first: Christ in the second creation of man, that lifts \\\% head above his first state in happiness. As Adam was a pattern to all his seed in his innocent state, that should tbev all have been (if sin had not altered the scene, and turned the tables); so Christ is a pattern to all his seed of that glory which they shall be clothed with ; 1 John iii. 2. Wc are now the sons of God, but it doth not yet appear zehat we shall he ; but zee know, zohen he appears, z€e shall be like him, that is, our vile bodies like his body, glorious, Phil. iii. and our souls also like his glorious soul. Now by how much our nature in Christ is more glorious than it was in Adam, by so much 4he state of a reconciled sinner surpasseth Adam's first condition. Take it in two particulars: First, The reconciled sinner hath the advantage o^Adam'm his union to God: Secondly, In his communion with God. 
First, As it is nearer :  Secondly, As it is stronger. 
First, It is nearer, because God and man make one person in Christ ; this is such a mystery, as was not heard of by Adam in all his glory ; he indeed was in league of love and friendship with God, and that was the best flower in his crown ; but he could lay no claim to such kindred and consanguinity, as now (with reverence be it spoken) the reconciled soul can v^th God ; this comes in by the marriao;e of the divine nature with the human, in the person of Christ which personal union is the foundation of another, a mystical union betvvixt Christ and the person of every believer ; and this is so near an union, that as by the union of the divine nature and human, there is one person ; so also by this 
mystical 
mystical union, the Saints and their head make one Christ, For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body being mtmbers, are one body; so also is Christ, 1 Cor. xii. 12. Ecclcsia est Christus eip/ica^ tus; the Church is nothing but Christ displayed: who can speak what an advance is this to the human nature in general, and to the persons of believers especially? Such an one, as it leaves not only Adarn^ but angels beneath a reconciled sinner in this respect. Adam at first was made but little lower than the angels, but by this pair of unions, God hath set the reconciled soul more than a little above them both ; for Christ, by taking on him not the nature of angels (though the more ancient and noble house), but the seed of Abraham, made the elder serve the younger, even angels themselves minister to the meanest Saint, as unto their master's heir, Heb. i. 14. 
Secondly, As the union is nearer, so it is stronger ; therefore stronger, because nearer; the closer stones stand together, the stronger the building. The union betwixt God and Adam in the first covenant was net so near, but Adam inio"ht fall, and yet God's glory stands entire and unshaken ; but the union now is so close and strong betwixt Christ and his Saints, that Christ cannot be Christ Viithout his members; because J live (saith Christ) ye shall live also^ John xiv. 19. implynig that their life was bound up in his, and it was as easy for him to be turned out of heaven, as for them to be kept out, Fph. i. 23. The church is called there Christ's body, the fulness of hitn that flleth all in all. A body is not full, if It hath not every member and joint, though never so little, and them in their fulness too. The Saint's grace is Christ's glory, 2 Cor. viii. 23. and though his essential glory as God receives no filling from his Saints or their graces, j-et consider him in his Mediatorship, as head of his chuich ; so Christ's glory is daily filling, as the Elect are called in daily, and as those that are called in, grow up to their appointed stature. Christ hath not his fulness, till the Saints have their perfection and complement of grace in heaven's glory. 
Secondly, In his communion with God; the nearer (we use to say) the dearer; communion results from union ; if the union be nearer and stronger between a reconciled soul and God than Adam's was, his communion must needs be sweeter and fuller.    Why else is the communion of husband 
and 
and wife fuller, than of friend and friend ? but because the union is closer. God c6nverseth with Adam, as a friend with his friend and ally; but witii the reconciled soul, as a husband with his wife. Thy Maker is thy Hmband, Isaiah liv. 5. 
There is a double  sweetness peculiar to the reconciled sini>er's comniunion with God. 
First, There is in Christ a foundation laid for greater familiarity with God, than Adam was at first capable of. He indeed was the Son of God, vet he was kept at a farther distance, and treated with more state and miijesty from God, than now the reconciled soul is ; for thouo^h he was the Son of God hv Creation, yet the Son of God was not then the son of man hy Incarnation; and at this door comes in the belic^ver's s^veetest familiarity with God : the Christian cannot lift up now an eye of faith to God, but he sees his own nature standing npon the throne in the person of Christ. And if the sight of Joseph at PharaoNs rio-ht hand, in court favour and honour, sent the Patriarch's home with such joyful news to their aged father, what a ravishing message of joy must faith carry then to the soul of a reconciled sinner, when it comes in (after some vision of love in an ordinance) and saith, Chear up (O my soul) I see Jesus Christ, thy near kinsman, at God's right hand in glor}^, to whom all power is given in heaven and earth ; fear not, he is so nigh in blood to thee, that he cannot be unmindful of thee, except he should do what is unnatural in itself, that is, hide himself from his own flesh. Tiie lower a Prince stoops to the meanest of his subjects, the more famihar he makes himself to his subjects. It was a wonderful condescension in the great God (who can have no compeer) first to make man, and then strike so friendly a league and covenant with him. This God doth witli every reconciled soul, and that enriched with so many astonishing circumstances of condescending grace^ as must needs speak the way of the believer's access to God more familiarly. God doth in this second and new alliancQ with his poor creature, descend from his throne, exchange his majestic robes of glory for che rags of man's frail flesh ; ho leaves his palace, to live for a tune in his creature's humble cottage, and there not only famiiiariy converses with him, but (which.is stranger) ministers to him, yea, v/hich is more than all these, he surrenders himself up to endure all man"   Vol. III. E nui 
Tier of indignities from his sorry creature's hand.   And when this his coarse entertainment is done, back he posts to heaven, not to complain to his Father, how he bath been abused here below, and raise heaven's power against those that had so ill entreated him ; but to make ready heaven's palace for the receyjtion of those who had thus abused him, and now accept of his grace: And lest these left on earth should fear his re-assumed royalty and majesty in heaven's glory, would make some alteration with their affairs in his heart; to give them therefore a constant demonstration, that he would be the same in the heighth of his honour, that he Mas in the depth of his abasement, he returns back in the same clothes he had borrowed of their nature, to wear them on the throne in all his glory (only some princely cof t bestowed, to put them into the fashion cf that heavenly kingdom, and mak^ them suit with his glorified state), giving them a pattern by this, what their own vile bodies (which are now  so disho^ nourable) shall be made another day.   Now none of all those circumstances Avere found in God's first administration, to Adain^ and therefore the more familiar. 
Secondly, There is the sweetness of pardoning mercy, and the bleeding love of Christ (who by his dealh purchased it for him) to be tasted in the reconciled soul's communion with God.    This lump of sugar Adam had not in his cup. He knew what the love of a giving God meant, but was a stranger to the mercy of a forgiving God.    The reconciled soul experiences both.    The love of a father (more than ordinary kind) is a great comfort to a dutiful child, one that never displeased his father : but it carries no such wonder in it to our thoughts, as the compassion and melting bowels of a father towards a rebelhous child doth ; and  certainly the prodigal child that is received again into his father's embraces, hath the advantage for loving his father, more than his brother that never came under his father's displeasure.    O this pardoning mercy, and the love of Chnst that procured it; they are the most spacious and fruittul heads for a gracious soul to enlarge his sweetest meditations upon here on earth ; but who can conceive what ravishing music glorified Saints will make in running division on this sweet note? I am sure the song their harps are tuned nnto is the Song of the Lamb, Rev. xv. 2, 3.    The Saints finish. "cd happiness in heaven's glory, is a composition of all the 
rare 
rare ingredients possible, so tempered by the wise hand of God, that as none could well be spared, so not the taste of any one shall be lost in another; but this of pardoning mercy, and the stupendous love and wisdom of God through Christ therein, shall give a sweet relish to all, and be tasted above all the rest. 
CHAP. V. 
An Exhortation to embrace this Pedce of Reconci-' Hat ion, offered in the Gospel, 
Use 1. JLjET it provoke every one to see they have au interest in this peace of Reconciliation with God, which the! Gospel brings. Peace with God ! surelj^ it is worth the sinner's having, or else the angels were ill employed, when they welcomed the tidings thereof into the world at our Saviour's birth with such acclamations of joy; Glory to God, on earth Peace, Lukeh. 14. Yea, Christ himself was deceived in his purchase; who if a sinner's peace with God be not of high price and value, hath little to shew for the effusion of his heart-blood, which he thought well spent to gain it. But this we cannot believe ; and yet to see how freely God offers peace and pardon to the sons of Inen, through Christ, and how coy, yea, sullen and cross they are to the motion ; one that does not well know them both (God's infinite goodness, and* wretched man's horrible baseness) might be ready to think it some low-'prized ware which lay upon God's hands ; and this to be the cause why God is so earnest to put it off, and man so loth to take it. Ah poor deluded wretches ! who is the wicked counsellor that hardens your hearts from embracing these mercies? None sure but a Devil can hate God and you so much. And hath he sped so well in his own quarrel against God, that he should be hearkened to by thee poor sinner? Can he give thee armour that will quench God's bullets ? how then is it that he is sp unkind to 
£ 3 himself 
himself, as to let them lie burning in his own bosom to his unspeakable torment ? or will he lend thee any pity, when thou hast, by his advice, undone thyself ? Alas! no more than the cruel wolf doth the silly sheep, when he hath sucked her blood, and torn her in pieces. Think, and thml: again, poor sinner, what answer thou meanest to send to Heaven before God calls his ambassadors home, and the treaty break up, rever to be renewed. And that thou mayest not want some seasonable matter for thy musing thoughts to enlarge upon on this subject, let me desire thee to treat with thy own heart upon these four heads. 
First, Consider what it is that stands before thee in the offer. 
Secondly, Who it is that offers it. 
Thirdly,*^ How he offers it. 
rourtlilv. What thou dost when thou refusest it. 
SECT. I. 
First, Consider what that is which is offered thee, Tcact zoith God. A thing so indispensable, thou canst not have less ; and so comprehensive thou needest have no more than this, and what cometh with it to make thee truly, fully happy; of all the variety of enjoyments with which it is possible ih}^ table can be spread, this is a dish can least be spared; take away peace, and that but of an inferior nature (outward peace), and the feast is spoiled, though it be on a Prince's table. 
David's children had but little stomach to their royal dinner, when one of them was slain that sat at the board with them. And what taste can you have in all your junkets, while God is in array against you, many sinners slaio before your eye by God's judgments, and the same svford that hath let out their blood at thy throat while the meat i^ in thy mouth ? Methinks your sweet morsels sh@uld stick in your throat, and hardly get down, while you muse on these thino-s. While a controversy yet depends betwixt God and thee, thy sins are unpardoned, and thou a dead damned creature, however thou frolickest it for the present in thy prison. Would you not wonder to see a man at his sport, hunting or hawking, and one should tell you this man is to be hanged to-morrow.?    Truly God is> more merciful to thee 
than 
than thou canst promise thyself, if he stay the execution till another day. I confess when I meet a man, who:^e life proclaims him an unreconciled sinner, and see him spruce up himself in his fine clothes, entertain himself with the joy of his children, estate, honour, or the like, in this lite; it administers matter of admiration to me, what such an one thinks of God or himself. Caiist thou think it is long thou shalt sit at this fire of thorns thou hast krndled, and not God fire thee? it must needs provoke a creditor to see his debtor live high, and go brave, all at his cost, and all the while never think of getting out of his debt, or make his peace with him? much more doth it God, to see sinners spend upon his bounty, lead joyful jovial lives in the abundance of outward enjoyments he lends them ; but take no thought of making peace with him in whose debt-book they are so deep in arrears. What folly had it been for the Jews, when Ahashuerus had sealed the warrant for their dettruction, to have gone and painted their houses, planted their fields, and let out their hearts in the enjoyment of their estates, without taking care in the first place of getting that bloody decree reversed ? a worse sot art thou, that dost all those, while thou carriest the sentence of deatli from God's mouth about thee in thy own conscience. Sir Thomas More, when in the Tuzcer, would not so much as trim himself, saying, There was a controversy betzvixt the King and him for his head, and till that zvas at a happy end he would be at no cost about it. Certainly all the cost you hestov/ on yourselves, to make your lives pleasant and joyous to you, is mere folly till it be decided wdiat will become of the suit betwixt God aiid you, not for your heads, but souls, yea, soul and body, whether for heaven or hell, O were it not thy wisest course to begin ^vith making thy peace, and then ihou mayest soon lead a happy life. We say. He that gets out of debt grows rich. I am sure the reconciled soul cannot be poor. As soon as peace is concluded, a free trade is opened betwixt God and the souL If once pardoned, thou mayest then sail to anv port that lie* in God's dominions, and be welcome ; all the promises stand open witli their rich treasure ; take poor soul full laden in of all the precious things they attbrd, even as much as thy faith can bear, and none shall hinder thee. As a man BTiay draw the wine of a whole vessel throuorh one  tap, so 
failh 
faith ma}^ draw the comfort of all the Covenant out of this one promise of reconciliati'on. If reconciled, then the door is open lo let tliee into communion with God in all his ordinances. God and thou being agreed, may now walk together; whereas before thou couldst not look into God's presence, but his heart rose against thee, as one at the sight of his enemy, ready to draw upon thee with his judgments. The Smitn (we say) and his penm/, both are black ; so wert thou with all thy duties and performances, while unreconciled in his eye; but now thi/ voice is sweet, and countenance comely. All the attributes of God, thy ally, are thine ; hi$ horses and chariots are thine, as Jehoshaphat told Ahab; when ever an enemy puts thee in fear, thou knowest where to have a friend that will take part with thee; all his providence, though like bees, they fly some this way, and some that, yea, one contrary to another, as thou thinkest impossible to trace them, yet they are all at work for thee, and th}^ soul is the hive wherein they will unlade the sweet fruit of all their labour, though possibly it may be nigh the evening of thy daj-s, before thou findest it. In a word, if reconciled, thou standest next to Heaven; Whom hejus^ tifies, them he glorifies, Rom. viii. 30, thou art sure to be there, as soon as death rends the veil of thy flesh, which is -all that interposeth between jhee and it. 
SECT.   II. 
Secondlv, Consider who it is that offers peace to thee, the great God ; and 'tis hard to say which ipeaks the greatest wonder; for God to ofler or thee to deny. We marvel not to see the undutiful child on his knee, labouring to soften his father's heart with his tears, which he hath hardened against him with his rebellions; nor a condemned traitor prostrate at his Prince's foot, begging for his life, forfeited to the ju&tice of the law ; but it is something strange to see the father become suppliant to his child, more for the traitor to open his dungeon door, and find his Prince standing there, and that upon no other errand than to desire him to accept of a pardon. - And yet self-love may be the great motive for this jjeemin^ self-denial.    The parent doth but 
love 
love himself when he steps below his place to gain his child, that carries so much of its parent's life about him. And such necessity of state there is sometimes, that great Princes are forced to stoop to the meanest, yea, worst of their subjects. A Prince's safety may be so intimately concerned in a traitor's life, that he cannot cut oft" his head without iminent danger to the crown that stands upon his his own.— But none of these streights forced God to take up thou^-hts of peace to his poor creature ; no, they are the birth of free condescending love ; and now think again, sinner, before. the great God hath a denial from thee. If a poor neighbour, one that hath done thee wrong, and not received it from thee, comes to thee, and desires peace, shouldst thou reject the motion, would not thy conscience reproach thee to thy dying day? How then wilt thou endure to look God or conscience in the face if thou refusest peace at God's hands r that doth not treat like men, when their sword i« broke and they cannot fight; but when he hath absolute power over thy life, which is ever in his hands, yea a God that hath received the wrong, and never did thee any ; yea, should have done thee none, if he had long before this hanged thee up in chains of darkness among the damned. 
SECT. III. 
Thirdly, Consider how God offers thee peace. 
First, He doth it sincerely, he covers not fraud under a treaty of peace. Among men there hath been horribie juggling in this case. The flag of peace is oft hung out at lip, only to draw them within the reach of their dagger, which is ready to smite them, as Joab did Ahner under^the fifth rib. In all the civil wars of France, the poor Protestants found peace more costly to them than war; they beat the Papists in the field, when open enemies, but were betrayed by them in the chamber when false friends. But for thy comfort know, it is a God of truth thou treatest with ; never did he shed the blood of vvarin peace; or give a soul to the sword of his wrath, after quarter taken, and peace given; Jf we confess, he is just and faithful to forgive; his promises are not yea and nay, like the Devil's, who lays 
them 
them so, that he may have the credit both ways. No, the very heart of God may be seen, as through a crystal window, in the promise; thet/ are all Yea and Amen in Christ, <2. Cor. i. 20. 
Secondly, He offers peace alTectionately; his heart is deeply engaged in the tenders of mercy to poor sinners, which will appear. 
First, In his contriving a way for reconciling sinners to i}imself. What men strongly desire, they stretch their wits to the utmost how to accomplish. The liberal man deviseth liberal things, Isa. xxxii. 8. It shews the heart exceeding lartrein charity, when a man shall sit down and study how he may find out ways foi* the exercising of it; whereas most men beat their brains how they may save their purses, and escape with giving as little as may be to the poor.—^ What a rare invention hath God found out for shewing mercy, which hath so many mysterious passages in it. Angels themselves are put hither to school, that by studying this mystery of God's reconciling sinners to himself by Christ, they might know the manifold wisdom of God, Eph.iii. 10. 
Secondly, By the eai ly discovery lie made of this to the sons of men. That Prince might well be admired for his merciful heart, (if any history could shew such an one to have swayed a sceptre in the world) who, upon some horrid treason plotted against his crown and royal person, and and that by one obliged to him with the highest favours possible, could yet not only find in his heart to pardon the rebel, bu,t also sioop so far as to be himself the messenger that should carry the news of this his gracious purpose to the traitor in prison, before ever he relented, or had it in his thoughts to sue for mercy, and the same day in which thevillanous attempt was made, that the poor wretch might not languish so mucli as one night under the horror of his despairing thoughts; certainly such a Prince would pass for a non-such in mercy among the sons of men. Plow then must our thoughts be quite ^wallowed up into an admiration of this stupendous act of mercy, which the great God expresseth to fallen man, wherein he did all this for his rebel creature ? for no sooner had man broke his peace, and taken up rebellious arms against his A^aker, but the Lord's heart relented towards him, and could not let the sun go down in 
his 
his wrath ag;iinst him, hut must, in the very same day that he sinned, let him hear of a Saviour hy preaching peace to him, ifi the seed of the woman, Geu. iii. 15, httle did Adam think' God had such a message in his mouth for him, when he first heard him coming towards him, and for fear ran his head into a hush, meditating a flight from him, if he had known whither to have gone. O that Adam zvhere art thou ? sounded no douht in his guilty ears, like the voice of an avenging God, calling him a malefactor to execution, but it proved the voice of a gracious God, coming, not to meet man iu his way returnmg to him, but to seek him out who had lost all thoughts of him, that he might give some ease to his own gracious heart, now full of mercy to his poor creature, by disclosing to him the purposes of grace which he had there conceived towards him. 
Thirjdli/, The great ordinance of the gospel-ministry, which God hath set up in the church, on purpose to treat with sinners upon a peace, speaks his deep affection to the w^ork. One would have thought it had been enough to print his thoughts and purposes of mercy in the Scripture, though he had done no more. Princes, when they put out a statute or a law, expect all their subjects would enquire after it, and do not send one to every town, whose office shall be to give notice thereof, and persuade people to submit to it; yet this the great God doth ; the minister's work from one end of the year to the other, what is it but to beseech sinners to be reconciled to God ? And in this observe, First, The persons he sends to preach. Not Angels, foreigners to our nature; who though they wish us well, yet are not so intimately concerned in man's fall, as to give them the advantage of preaching with those melting bowels that God would have them filled with, who go on this errand. No, he sends men, with whom he may converse familiarly, creatures of like passions; whose nature puts them under the same depravation, temptation, and condemnation, with ourselves; who can from the acquaintance they have with their own hearts, tell us the baseness of ours ; from the fire of God's wrath which hath scorched them for their sins, tell us the desert of ours, and danger we are in by reason of them ; as also from the sweet sense that the taste of God's love in Christ hath left on their souls, can commend the chear and feast thev invite us to upon their Vol. in. F      " gwa 
own  knowledge.    Did  not God,  think you, desire good speed to his embassage, when he chose such to carry it? 
Secondhf, Observe the qualifications required in those he employs as Ambassadors to offer peace to sinners, 2 Tim, ii. ^4. The servant of the Lord must not strive, hut be gentle, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves. O ! how careful is God, that nothing should be in the preacher to  prejudice the  sinner's judgment, or harden his heart against the offer of his grace ? If the servant be proud and hasty, how shall they know the master is meek and patient? God would have them do nothing to make the breach wider, or hinder a happy close betwixt him and them.    A froward peevish messenger is no friend to him that sends him.    Sinners are w ooed into Christ by heartmelting exhortations. 
Thirdly, Look into the commission God oives his ambassadors, and still his heart appears in the business.    Whether you consider the largeness of it on the one hand, or the strictness of it on the other.    First, the largeness of it, Go aud preach, (saith Christ) the Gospel to every creature.    Make no dift'erence, rich or poor ; great sinners or little, old sinners or young ; offer peace to all that will but repent and believe, bid as many come as will; here is room for all that come.    J gain, The strictness of it on the other hand.    O i ■what a solemn charge have they of delivering their message faithfully ?  Paul trembles at the thoughts of loitering :  Wo unto me if I preach not.    What an argument doth Christ use (fetched from his heart)  to persuade Peter to be careful : If thou lovtst me, feed my sheep.    As if he had said, Peter, thou now art in tears for thy cowardice in denying nie, thou hast yet one way left, for all thy unkindness, to demonstrate thy love to me, and  that is  by feeding my sheep ; do this, and trouble not thyself for that.    Christ shews more care of his sheep, than of himself. 
Fourthly, The joy God expresseth when poor sinners come into the ofl'er of peace. 
Joy is the highest testimony can be given to our complacency in any thing or person ; love or joy is as fuel to the fire; if love lay little fuel of desires on the heart, then the flame of joy that comes thence will not be great. Now God's joy is great in pardoning poor sinners, that come in ; therefore his affection is great in the offer thereof. It is made 
the 
the \'ery motive that prevails with God to pardon sinners. Because he delighteth in mercy^ Micah vii. 18. Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage^^ he retaijt^ eth not his anger for ever,/or he delight eth in mercy. God doth all this, because he delighttth in mercy Ask why the fisher stands all night with his angle in the river ; he will tell you, because he delights in the sport. Well, you now know the reason why God stands so long waiting on sinners, months, years, preaching to them; it is that he may be gracious in pardoning them, and in that act delight himself. Princes very often pardon traitors, to please others more than themselves, or else it would never be done; but God doth it chiefly to delight and glad his own merciful heart. Hence, the business Christ came about (which was no other but to reconcile sinners to God), it is called thepleasure of the Lord, Isaiah hii. 10. The Lord takes such joy and pleasure in this, that -whereas other fathers, whose love to their children sinks infinitely beneath any comparison with the love of God to Christ, mourn at the death of their children (and most of all when violent), God he takes content in his Son's death; yea, had the chief hand in procuring of it; and that ^vith infinite complacency; It pleased the Lord to bruise him ; and what joy could God take in his Son's death, but as it made way for him and his poor creatures that were fallen out, and at open war one against another, to fall in again by a happy accord ? And now speak, O sinner, if God doth so affectionately desire to be reconciled with thee, doth it not much more behove thee to embrace the peace, than it doth him to offer it ? 
SECT.   IV. 
Fourthly, There is but one thing more I would desire thee, sinner, to consider,land then I leave thee to thy choice. Consider what thou dost, when thou refusest peace with God. Determinations of war or peace use to be the result of the most grave counsels and mature deliberation possible. Think, and think again, what thou dost, before thou breakest off the treaty of peace, lest thou makest work for repentance, when it will be bootless.    But lest thou shouldst not 
F 2 be 
be so faithful to God and thy own soul, as to give thy conscience liberty to speak freely in this matter^ I "shall do it for thee, and tell thee what thou dost when thou rejectest peace. Thou justifiest thy^ former hostilities against God, and declarest that thou wilt vouch what thou hast done^ let God right himself as well as he can. He that refuseth a pardon, either denieth he hath done wrongs or which is worse, stands to defend it; thou hadst as good say, thou desirest not to be friends with God, but hast a mind, to perpetuate the feud betwixt God and thee 5 like Amilcar, who was such an enemy to Rome, that when he died, he made his son Hannibal heir to his hatred against them. Is it not enough thou hast fought so many battles on earth against thy Maker, but wilt thou keep the quarrel up in another world also, where there is no more possibility to put an end to it, than to eternity itself? Thou thro west the greatest scorn upon God, that it is possible for a creature to do; as if God's love and hatred Avere su>:h inconsiderable things, that they need not, when cast into the scale of thy thoughts, preponderate thee either wav, the one to move thy desire, or the other thy fear. In a word, thou consentest to thy own damnation, and desperately flingest thyself into the mouth of God's Naming wrath, which gapes in the threatening upon thee. God is under an oath to procure thy destruction, if thou diest in this mind, which God forbid. I have read of a foolish, I may say cruel, law among the Lacedemonians, that none should tell his neighbour any ill news befallen him ; but every one should be left in process of time to find it out themselves. Many among us I think would be content, if there were such a law, that might tie up minister's mouths from scaring them with their sins, and the miseries that attend their unreconciled state : the most are more careful to run from the discourse of their misery^ than to get out of the danger of it; are more oflended with the talk of Hell, than troubled for that sinful state that shall bring them thither. But, alas \ when shall we shew our love to the souls of sinners, if not now ? seeing that in Hell there remains no more offices of love to be done for them. Hell is a pest-house, that we may not write so much on the door of it, as, Lord have mercy upon them that are in it; nay, they who now pray for their salvation, and weep over their condition, must then with Christ vote for their damnation, and rejoice in it; though 
they 
they be their own fathers, husbands, and wives they se« there. O ! now bethink yourselves before the heart of God and man be hardened against you. 
CHAP. VI. 
Four Directions by xvay of Counsel to Sinners, yet in an unreconciled State how they may heat Peace xvith God. 
Quest. JOUT how may a poor sinner be at peace with God ? 
SECT. I. 
Ansrv. First, See and be sensible of the feud and enmity that at present stands. 
Firsty As to the reaUty of the thing; that there is indeed a quarrel which God hath against thee, wherever thou goest; an angry God is at thy back, and his wrath like a big-bellied cloud, hangs full of curses over thy head, ready every moment to empty upon it. There is need of pressing this; for though it is ordinary for men to confess themselves sinners; yet most are loth to disparage their state so far, as to rank themselves among the enemies of God ; no, they hope God and they are good friends for all this. Like thieves, they will confess some little matter, but they will have a care of letting fall any thing that may hazard their necks ; sinner is a favourable word ; who lives and sins not ? that they will grant: but to be in a state of enmity, and under the wrath of God; this scares them too much, and brings them too near the sight of the gallows (the seat of Hell) which are due to that state; and, therefore, when prest thus far, as the Jews desired Rabshakah (when he scared them with the dreadful things that would befal them, if they stood out against the king his master, that he would not speak in the Jews Ian
guage in the hearing of the people, Isaiah xxxvi. 11. (for feat of atfrighting them) but in a foreign tongue: So sinners desire those that deal plainly with them, that they would not speak so broad in the hearing of their conscience, which they are afraid should know the worst. But if thou lovest thy own soul, make a true representation of thy state to thyself. O ! what folly it is for a man to lose his cause by concealing the badness of it. 
Secondlyy Labour to bring thyself under the sense of the miserable condition thou art in: Hadst thou the empire of the world, and all nations creeping to thy foot, as once the beasts did to Adam, and a lease as long as Methuselah"*s life twice told, to enjoy it in, without the interposition of one cloud all the Mobile, to darken the glory of this thy royalty; yet, supposing thee to be one, to v/hom God is an enemy ; I would chuse to be the worm under thy foot, the toad in the ditch, sooner than thy miserable self in thy palace. One thought of thy approaching death, and eternal misery in store for thee, will let out all the joy of thy present happiness. This makes the great ones of the world, indeed all unreconciled sinners, high and low, to go to their graves. Alas ! if they should but look forward whether they are going, their hearts would soon be at their mouths for want of this breastplate ; a comfortable persuasion of their peace made with God. Go therefore (as a poor malefactor condemned to die would do), shut thyself up from all thy old flattering companions, that would still silence thy miserable soul in a senseless security (the cradle which the Devil rocks souls in to their utter destruction) : Let none of them come to thee, but send for those that dare be faithful to thee, and, like Samuel, tell thee every word that God saith against thee, and conceal nothing ; yea, read thy doom with thy own eyes in the word, and take thy condemnation from God*s own mouth, and not man's: There is no peace to the wicked, saith my God; muse on it, till it cleaves to thy soul, like a drawing plaister to a sore, and brings out the very core of thy pride and carnal confidence, which hardened thy heart from all sense of thy condition, by which time the anguish of thy own spirit (seeing the streights thou art brought into) will prompt thee to desire peace with God, and that is that which God waits for to hear drop from thee, as much as Benhadad's servants did for a word from Jhab's mouth. 
SECT. 
SECT.  II. 
Secondly, Look thou propoundest right ends in thy desire of reconciHation with God. Nothing more hateful to God or man than falsehood and treachery in treaties of peace; and yet some men can have words as smooth as butter in their mouths, and war is in their hearts at the same time. Psalm \v. <21. O! take heed of any hollowness of heart in thy enquiry for peace ; when found out, as it must needs be, except God's eye fails him, which is impossible, it Avill exceedingly harden the heart of God against thee. God never repented of any he pardoned or took up into the chariot of peace with him; because he was never deceived by any; as men are, who often make peace with those that prove at last false brethren, and give them caAise to wish they had never known them. Jnab kissed Amasa, but he took no heed to the sword in Joab's hand. God looks to the heart, and sees what is in its hand ; be sure thou standest clear in thy own thoughts, as to the ends thou aimest at. It is lawful for thee to look to thy own safety; God will give thee leave to look to thyself; this thou mayest, and yet not neglect him; But never was any peace true or sure where only self-love made it; whether it be with God, or between man and man. Thou seest thou art undone, if thou keepest thy old side, and therefore thou seekest peace with God, as the Kino-s that served Hadarezer, zvhen they saw he was smitten before Is* rael, they made peace with Israel themselves, 2 Sam. x. 19. Well, this may be allowed thee to come over to God, because his is the surer side. Never any made peace with God but this argument weighed much with them. If Jacob could have been safe at home, he had never fled to Laba?i; all are fired out of their holds before they yield to God. But take heed this be not all, or the chief, thou aimest at; this thou mayest do, and hate God as much as ever ; like those who are said to yieldfeignedly to David's victorious arms, because no help for it. A man taken in a storm, may be forced to his greatest enemy for shelter, without any change of his heart, or better thoughts of him than before. Two things therefore thou must look to have iu thy eye, above thy own self-preservation, 
First^ 
First, The honour of God. Hence oft the Saint's prayers are prest with an argument from God^ as well as themselves, and their own misery, Psalm Ixxiy. 9. Help us, 0 God of our salvation, for the glory of thy Name, and deliver us, and purge away our sins for thy name's sake. Certainly, if God could not be more glorified in our peace and reconciliation, than in our death and damnation, it were a wicked thing to desire it. But God hath cleared this up to us^ that he is no loser by acts of mercy. In this lies the greatest revenue of his crown, or else he would not love 7nercy, rather than Sffcrifice ; God is free to chuse what suits his own heart best, and most conduceth to the exalting of his great name; and he delights more in the mercy shewn to one, than in the blood of all the damned that are made a sacrifice to his justice. And indeed he had a higher end in their damnation than their suffering ; and that was the enhancing of the glory of his mercv in his saved ones. This is the beautiful piece God takes delight in, and the other but the shadow^ to it. Then thou art in a fit disposition to pray for peace, and may est go w^th encouragement, when thy heart is deeply affected with the honour that will accrue to God by it. It is an argument God will not deny. This {said Jlbigal to David) shall be no grief to thee, 7ior offence of heart unto my Lordy 1 Sam. xxv. she meant, he should never have cause to repent that he was kept from shedding blood. Thus niayest thou plead wMth God, and say, O Lord, when I shall •with Saints and Angels be praising thy pardoning grace in Heaven, it will not grieve thee, that thy mercy kept thee from shedding my blood, damning my soul in Hell. But HOW it is evident, that many who seem to seek peace, and pursue it too very strongly, yet do not take over much care for God's honour in the thing. Because they are earnest with God to pardon them in a W9,y that were to him dishonourable; pardoned they would be, though wholly ignoTant of God and Christ: they kould have God to be at peace with them, while they a;^e enemies to him. Like a thief at the bar, he would have the judge spare his life right or wrono", legally or illegally: Doth this wretch consider the honour of the Judge ? or that sinner, who, so he be saved, cares not how unrighteous God is in the act of mercy ? O ! deceive not yourselves, poor souls, God will not make war between his own attributes to make peace with you. 
Secondly, 
Secondli/, You must desire to be reconciled to God, that you mdv have fvillowshlp with God.    Certainly a soul sensible what the loss of coinmanion with God is, co'iints it hath not all its errand done, when it hatk naked peace given it; should God sav, soul I am friends with thee ; I have ordered thou shalt never go to Hell; here is a discharge under my hand, that thou shalt never be arrested for my debt more; but as for any fellowship  with me, or fruition of me, thou canst expect none: I have done with thee, for ever bein^ acquainted more with thee.   Certainl}^ the soul would take little joy in her peace ;  were the fire out as to positive torments, yet a Hell would be left in the dismal darkness which the soul would sit under for want of God's presence,    jib^ salom knew no middle condition that could please him, betwixt seeing the King his father's face, and being killed, 2 Sam. xiv. 152. Let me sec the King's face, and if there be any iniquiti/ in me, let him kill me.    If I be not worthy to enjoy my father's love and presence, neither do I desire to  live • whereas a wicked heart seeks reconciliation without any longing after fellowship with God; like the traitor, if the King will but pardon and save him from the gallows, he is ready to promise him, never to trouble him at Court; it is his own life, not the King's favour he desires. 
SECT. III. 
Thirdly, Throw down thy rebellious arms, and humbly submit to his mercy. God will not so much as treat with thee so long as thy sword is in thy hand : Co?7ie 7iow, let us reason together, saith the Lord, Isaiah i. 18. Mark when the parley begins; put a z€ ay the evil of your doinffs, ver. 16. Now come and treat with God about a peace. 
First, God is a great God, and it doth not become his sovereignty to treat his sorry creature on equal terms, as a King doth with his fellow Prince, who if he cannot have peace on his own terms, is able probably to revenge himself by force of arms : But as a mighty King with his rebel subject, whom he hath fast bound with chains in prison, and can at pleasure hang up for his treason. The great God will have thee know that. Let those capitulate, who can retire to their strength, and live without peace : But as for the poor 
Vol. III. G sinner 
sinner, thou dost not, I hope, th'nk tliou art in a capacity to meet God in the field, or to thrive by this tmde of war against God. No, thy only way is to conquer him upon thy knee, to lay thy neck at his foot, and say, Lord I put my life in thy hands, chusing rather to die by the hand of thy justice, than to continue fighting against thy mercy. Now, poor soul, thou art in the right path that leads to peace. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift 7/ou up, James iv. 10. That soul shall not long be out of his arms that is prostrate at his foot; but though the high and loft}^ one can stoop to take up a penitent sinner into the arms of his pardoning mercy, yet he will not debase his sovereignty to treat with a wretch that stands to his arms, and stouts it out with him. There is one red letter in God's name, he zcill by no means clear the guilty, Exod. xxxiv. 
Secondly, The holy nature of God requires this ; sin is that which made the breach,  and caused God to take arms against  his creature; how  canst thou  rationally think tO' make thy peace with him, and keep this in thy bosom ? God is willing to be reconciled with thee, but wilt thou have him be at peace with thy sin also ? Is it not enough to be justified from thy sin, but wouldst thou have God betray his own honour,  by justifying  thee in  thy sin ?  What security canst thou give to God of thy love to him, if thou  wilt not renounce that  which is the only thing that seeks his  life ? Peccatum est decidium.    As long as the traitor is in favour 'ivithin, God will not raise his siege, or hear a peace without. They cannot reign together; chuse which you will have of them ; and be not so far deluded as to think it is enough to send thy lust out of the way for a while, as Princes use to do their favourites in a popular commotion to please the people, and then call for them home, when the hubbub is over. No, God will not be thus mocked.    See how the promise runs, Isaiah Iv. 7. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will abundantly pardon.    See how cautious God is in the terms : no corner is left for the least sin to skulk and save its life in ; He must forsake : that implies. 
First, A deliberate choice in the soul, he does it freely ; some men's sins forsake them; the unclean spirit goes out, and is not driven out; occasions to sin cease, or bodily ability to execute the commands of sin is wanting ; here is no 
forsaking 
forsaking sin in all this ; but to break from it with a holy indignation and resolution wnen temptation is most busy, and strength most active, now (as David said, when his enemy compassed him as bee^) in toe name of the Lord to rebel and^ resist them, this is to forsake. This is the Encomium of Moses, he forsook the court v, hen be was grown up ; not for age as Barzillai, but when his blood was warm in his veins* A man doth not forsake his wife, when he is detained from her in prison, but when he puts her away, and gives her si bill of divorce. 
Secondly, To forsake sin, is to leave it without any thought reserved of returning to it again. Every time a man takes a journey from home about business, we do not say he hath forsaken his house, because he meant when he went out to come to it again. No ; but when we see a man leave his house, lock up his doors, and take up his abode in another, never to dwxll there more ; here is a man hath indeed forsaken his house. It were strange to find a drunkard so constant in the exercise of that sin, but sometimes you may find him sober ; and yet a drunkard he is, as w^ell as if he was then drunk. Every one hath not forsaken his trade, that we see now and then in their holy-day suit; then the man forsakes his sin when he throws it from him, and bolts the door upon it, with a purpose never to open more to it, Hosea xiv. 8. Ephraim shall saij, what have I to do any more with Idols ^^ 
Jgain, Observe, before pardon can be sealed, he must forsake, not this sin or that, but the whole law of sin. Let the wicked forsake his way. A traveller may step from one path to another, and still go on the same way of sin, leave a dirty, deep, and rugged path, for one more smooth and even: So many finding some gross sins uneasy, and too toilsome to their awakened consciences, step into a more cleanly path of civility: But, alas ! poor creatures, all they get is to go a little more easily and cleanly to Hell than their beastly neighbours ; but he forsakes the way of sin, that turns out of the whole road : In a word, thou must forsake the blindest path of all in sin's vay, that which lies behind the hedge, in the thoughts of the heart, and the unrighteous histhou^hts? or else thou knockest in vain at God's door for pardoning mercy, and therefore, poor soul, forsake all or none: save one lust, aud you lose one soul; if men itiean to go to Hell, 
G 2 why 
"why are they so mannerly ? this halving with sin is ridicnlous. Art thou afraid of this sin, and not of a less, which hinders thy peace, and procures thy damnation as sure, only not with so much distraction to thy drowsy conscience at present? This is as ri/licnlous as it was with him who, being to be banged, desired that he might by no means go througl^ such a street to the gallows, for fear of the plague tbat was there. O ! consider but the equity, the honourableness of the terms that God oft'ers peace upon : What lust is so sweet or profitable, that is worth burning in Hell for ? Darius, when he fled before Alexander^ that he might run the faster out of danger, threw away his massy Crown from his head nhich hindered him ; and is any lust so precious in thy eye, that thou canst not leave it behind thee, rather than fall into the hands of God's justice ? But so sottish is foolish man, that a wise Heathen could take notice of it; Ea sola rmi putamiiSf pro quibus pecuniam sohimus; ea gratuita rocamus^ pro quibus nos-ipsos impendimus, &,'c. Sen. Epist. 42. We think we only buy what we part with money for; and as for those things we pay ourselves, our souls for, these we think we have for nothing; as if the man were not more worth than his money. 
SECT. IV. 
Fourthly, Having been faithful to follow the preceding directions, thou now art in a fair way to effect thy much-desired enterprize ; go to the throne of grace, and humbly present thy request to God, that he would be at peace with thee; yea, carry with thee a faith that thou shalt find him more read}^ to embrace the motion, than thou to make it; only take heed what thou makest thy plea to move God, and and where thou placest thy confidence ; not in thy repentance or reformation; this were to play the merchant with God ; know he expects not a chapman to truck with him, but an humble suppliant to be suitor to him. Nor his absolute mercy (as ignorant souls do), this is to take hold of the sword by the blade, and not by the hilt; such will find their death and damnation from that mercy, which they might be saved by, if they did take hold of it as God offers it them, and that is through Christ, Isaiah xxxvii. 5. Let 
him 
him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me, and he shall make peace zvith me. And where lies God's saving strength, but in Christ ? he hath laid strength upon this mighty one, able to save to the uttermost all th^t come to God, It is not God's absolute power or mercy will help thee, but bis Covenant, strength, and mercy, is in Christ. Take hold of Christ, and thou hast hold of God's arm, he cannot strike the soul that holds thereby. Indeed, God's essential goodness is a powerful argument to persuade the poor soul to rely upon the promise in Christ for pardon, when be considers that God who promiseth peace to the believer, is a God whose very nature is mercy itself; but had there been no promise to engage this mercy to poor sinners through Christ, this would have been but cold comfort, to have believed God was good. It is no blot to the almiohtiness of his power, that he doth not all he can. He could make more worlds (if he was so pleased) than he hath done; but we have no ground to believe he will, neither is he the less Almighty, because he does not; so he could have saved the fallen Angels with the sons of lost man : He is not scanted in mercy for such a design, if he had thought it fit; but having passed no promise for such a thing, the essential goodness of God affords the Devils but little relief, or horje that he will do it; and yet God continues good. And for aught I can find out of the word, they among the sons of men, who (either through simple ignorance of the gospel, or prejudice, which their proud reason hath taken up against the way it chalks out for making our peace with God through Christ's satisfaction) do neglect Christ, or scornfully reject this his satisfaction, and betake themselves to the absolute goodness and mercy of God, as the plea which they will make at Christ's bar for their pardon and salvation, shall find as little benefit from it as the Devils themselves. Suppose a Prince should make a law, by which he will govern his people, and takes a solemn oath to keep close to it: could a malefactor that is condemned by this law to die^ expect any relief bv appealing from the law to the mercy and goodness of the Prince's nature ? I confess some have sped and saved their lives by taking this course : But it hath been, because either the Prince was imprudent in making the law, or unfaithful in keeping his oath : Neither of which can without blasphemy be imputed to God infinitely wise and holy.    He 
hath 
hath enacted a law, called the law of faith, for the saving poor sinners through Christ, and is under an oath to make it good both in the salvation of every one that believes on Christ, and damnation o\\ every one that doth not believe; and to make all sure, hath given Christ an oath to be faithful in his office, who was trusted as Priest to procure redemption, and shall sit as Judge to pronounce the sentence, at the great day, of absolution or condemnation. Take heed, therefore, poor sinner, that thou art notdraAvn from placing thy entire confidence on Christ the Son of God, both God ani man in one person, who laid down his life upon agreement with his Father^ to make an atonement for the sm of the world ; and now offers thee that blood which then he shed, as a price to carry in the hand of thy faith to the Father for pardon and peace. ]So, though they should come and call thee from Christ to Christ, from a Christ without thee, to a Christ within thee : As the Jesuit doth in the Quaker, into whom he is now got: As the Friars of old were wont into their hollow images, that they might dehver their lying doctrines out of the mouths of their reputed Saints, and thereby cozen the multitude without any suspicion of their knavery. Just so do the Jesuits now-a-days dehver their Popish stuff, out of the mouths of the Quakers, A design so much more dangerous, as it is more cunning than the other ; there is too much light shed abroad, for that old puppet-play to take; but though men are too wise to lend an ear to a block or a stone, yet holiness in a living Saint com.mands such reverence, that tlie Devil hath ever found, that under this cloak^ and will to the end of the world, he can pass least suspected. Well, when he comes to call thee from a Christ without thee' to a Christ within thee, strip the doctrine out of its pleasin^^ phrase; and, in plain £?/g/2.sA, he calls thee from trustino- in the righteousness of Christ, wrought by him for thee,\nd by faith to be made thine for thy justification before Go'd, to an inherent work of grace or righteousness wrought by the spirit of God in thee for thy sanctification and renovation, called sometimes the new creature, and Christ within us. Now, hadst thou not made a change, if thou hast let go thy hold on Christ, who is thy righteousness, to rely on a crea-. ture, and that a weak one too, God knows, full of so many imperfections, that thy conscience (except given over to believe a he) can tell, that it is but a vein of gold imbased with 
much 
much more earth and dross, which shall never be quite clean till put into the reiinin;r pot of the i^rave ; look to thyself. Christian, it is matter of life and death ; prize Christ's grace within thee thou must; yea., thou hast none in thee, if thou doit not value it above all the mountains of gold the world hath ; but trust not to this Christ, or grace of Christ within thee for life and salvation; for now thou prizest the creature above God, and settest Christ within thee to fight zvitk Christ without thee.    The bride doth well highly to esteem her husband's picture, which he hath given her, especially if very like him, and  most of all, if drawn by his own hand: But it were very ridiculous if he should dote on that so far as to slight her husband, and when she wants money, clothes, or the like, to go not to her husband, but to the picture he gave her.    The Saint's  grace is called  Christ within him, because it is his picture, and makes the Saint so like Christ: This for the resemblance it bears to the holiness Christ himself thy husband, who, with the finger of his own spirit, drew it on thy soul, deserves highly to be valued : But ^vhat a dotage  were it for thee to turn thy back on the Lord Jesus Christ of himself, to whom by faith thou art married ; and when thou wantest pardon and comfort, wouldst have Heaven and happiness, to expect these, not from Christy but thy grace? O!  will Christ thank thee for honouring his creature to the dishonour of his person ? 
CHAP. VIL 
An Exhortation to such as are at Peace with Godj in six Particulars, 
Use 2. J\, FEW words by way of improvement, to you ■whose pe> ce is concluded with Christ. 
First, Hast thou peace with God ? Look thou makest V9 peace with sin. This broke thy peace with God; now let thy peace with God begin a war with that, never to end. 
Thoi* 
Thou canst not sure forget the inestimable wrong and  danrd<re thou hast suffered by it ; every moment's sweet enjoyment of God (whose bosom love thou hast now happily recovered) will help to keep the fire of Avrath and revenge burning in thv heart against that cursed enemy, that kept thee so long thence.    God hath now won thy lieart (I hope) by his pardoning mercy, dearly to love him for his love to thee.    How  canst thou   with patience see any  lust come braving forth from thy heart, defying thy God and his grace in th':je ?  PauVs spirit was stirred in him at AtJitns^ to see God dishonoured by the superstition  of others ; and is not thine, to see  him reproached by the pride,  unbelief, and other sins that do it from under thy own soul's room?  Oh 1 Christian, meditate some noble exploit against it; now the more to steel thy heart, and harden it against all relenting towards it; carry the blood and wounds of thy Saviour into the field with thee, in the hand of thy faith; the sight of these will certainly enrage thy heart against the lusts that stabbed and killed him, more than the bloody garments of CcRsar (held up by Anthony) did the i?<9??zr/7i citizens against his murderers.    Oh 1 see how cruelly they used the Lord of glory, and where they laid him in an ignominious grave, and that fastened with a seal, stronger than that w^iich man set to it (the curse due to us sinners), never possible to have been broke  up by any less than his own Almighty arm.    And jiow. Christian,  shall these murderers, not of man, but of God (for it was the blood of God that was shed) escape that vengeance which  God would have done with thy hand upon them r  wherefore else doth he leave them any life in thy soul, but that thou shouldst have the opportunity of shewino- thy love to Christ, by running thy dagger of mortification into their heart ? Alexander got no more honour by his great victories in the field, than by his piety to his dead father Philip; whose bloody death he avenged as soon as he came into the throne, slaying the m-urderers upon his father's tomb.    O ! shew thy piety to thy dear Saviour, by falling upon  thy cursed  lusts,  and that speedily; never rest  till thou hast had their blood that shed his : till thou dost this, thou art consenting to all the cruelty that was executed oa him ; this is the honour which all the Saints shall have, and therefore the two-edged Sword of the Spirit is put into their bands, that they may execute the vengeance written. 
Secondlj/j 
Secwidlif, Is God reconciled to thee ? Be thou willing to be reconciled to any that have wronged thee. Thy God expects it at tliy hands. Thou hast reason to pardon thy brother for God's sake, who pardoned thee for his pure mercy's sake. Thou in pardoning dost no more than thou owest thy brother; but God pardoned thee when he did owe thee nothing but wrath. Thy God stooped lev/ when he reconciled himself to thee; yea^ sought it at thy hands, and no dishonour neither to the high and lofty.one. Nay, by implacableness and revenge thou debasest thyself the most thou canst do; for by these thou stoopest not only beneath thy heaven-born nature, but human; it is the Devil, and none but such as bear his image that arejmplacable enemies. The zokdomfrom above is easily to he ifitreated. When u^e see a child furious and revengeful, that comes of merciful parents, \Ye use to say, we wonder of whom he got his currish^ churlish disposition, his father and mother were not so ; who learns thee, O Christian, to be so revengeful, and unmerciful ?  thou hast it not of thy heavenly father I am sure. 
Thirdly, Is God at peace with thee ? hath he pardoned thy kins? never then distrust his providence for any thing thou wantest as to this life: Two things well weighed, would help thy faith in this particular. First, When he pardoned thy sins, he did more for thee than this comes to, and did he give the greater, and will he grudge thee the less ? Thou hast Christ in thy pardon bestowed on thee ; Hozo shall he nut icith him also freely give thee all things ? Rom. viii. 32. When the father gives his child the whole orchard, it were folly to question whether he gives him this apple or that in it. ^11 things are yours, and you are Christ's, 1 Cor. iii. 22. The reconciled soul hath a right to all. The whole world is his; but as a father, though he settles a fair estate on his child, yet lets him hold no more in his ov^-n hand, than he can well manage; so God gives believers a right to all the Comforts of this life, but proportions so much out to them for their actual use, as his infinite wisdom sees meet; so that he that hath less than another in his present possession, ought to impute it not to any want of love or care in God, but to the wisdom both of his love and care, that gives stock as we have grace to work it out; we pour the wine according as the cup is ; that which but fills one, wou-ld be half lost, if poured into a less. Secondly, Consider how God gives Vol. III. H th^se 
these temporals to those that he denies peace and pardon to. Though within a while they are to be tumbled into Hell, yet while on earth his providence reaeheth unto them, and doth Gk)d feed these Ravens, unclean birds? doth he cause his rain to drop fatness on their fields, and will he neglect thee thinkest thou, that art a behever? If the Prince feeds a traitor in prison, surely the child in his house shall not starve. In a word (to allude to that, Luke xii. 28.) if God in his providence so abounds to the ungodly, as we see he doth, if he clothes this grass, for to this the wicked may be well compared, which is to day in the field, and to-morrov^ is cast into Hell's burning oven, how much more will he clothe you, 0 yt of little faiths 
Fourthlyy Art thou at peace with God ? O then shew no discontent at any cross or affliction that God visiteth thee withal.    If he hath visited thee first with his  mercy^ thou hast reason to bid him kindly welcome, when he comes  to visit thee with his rod.    Thou hast sugar by thee now   to sweeten thy bitter cup ; when the Prophet Samuel came to Bethlehem, it is said, The Elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, comest thou peaceably, aiid  he said peaceably, 1 Sam. xiv. 4.    Thus when God comes with some heavy affliction to us, it may make us tremble till we know what it comes for, whether peaceably or no.    Now, if thou art at peace with God, the fear is over ; it cannot but come peaceably :   Thou may est conclude it comes  on  mercy's errand ; what condition canst thou, O pardoned soul, be in, that should part thee and the joy of thy  peace with God ? Is it the wrath of man thou fearest ? possibly thou hast many enemies, and those great ones, an^ their wrath as great as such can express.    Let it be so; is God among them or no ? Doth God let out their wrath in his wrath against thee ?    If not, thou exceedingly wrongest God, if overmuch troubled, and thyself also.    Thou  wrongest God by not sanctifying his name in thy heart, whose mercy is able to secure thee from their wrath.    If God be for us, who can be against us? Rom. viii. 31.    Thou   needest not fear them, though an army of them about thee.    And thou wrongest thyself also; how indeed can we wrong God and not ourselves?  so long as thou  art under the power of such a fear  from man's wrath, thou canst never have the taste of God's love in its true sweetness. 
Jgain, 
j^gairiy Art thou sick, poor, and what not beside ? may not God reasonably expect, that reconciling mercy should stop thy mouth from whispering any word of discontent against him, and prevent all envious glances of thy eye at the prosperity of the wicked ? Remeuiber man, that thou canst say one great vvord^ which they cannot, in the midst of all their pomp and worldly glory. Though I lie here poor and sick, yet I am through riurcy at peace with God. This well thought on, would soon change both your notes. The joy of the prosperous sinner into bitter mourning, and thy sorrow (Christian) into joy. The Lady Elizabeth (afterwards England's gracious Queen) hearing a simple milk-maid sinomerrily in the field, when she, poor Princess (being then a sorrowful prisoner) had more mind to sigh than sing (thouo-h served at the same time in state as a Princess) said, that poor maid was happier than herself. And so would the sinner how great and high soever in the world, think the poorest Christian, with his rags and penury, a better man, and happier in his liberty, and peace with God, than himself, in all his grandeur and worldly gaities, did he but consider that in the midst of all these he is a prisoner, not to man, but God, out of whose hands there is no escaping. 
Fifthly^ Comfort thyself with this; that thou who art at peace with God now on earth, shalt feast with God ere loner in Heaven, Eom. viii. 30. Andwhom he justified, them al^ he glorified. And do not think this news too good or great to be true. H« re is a word for it you see. Heaven's number of glorified Saints, is made up of justified sinners. Neither more nor less of the one, than of the other. Art thou justified by taith, oy which thou hast peace with God? then Jose not thy privilege, but rejoice with thy fellow Saints, in the hope of the glory of God. It is before thee; every day brings thee nearer to it, and nothing can hinder thee of it at last; 7iot thy sins themselves, and I know thou fearest them most. He that paid thy great score at thy conversion will find mercy enough in his heart surely, to pass by thy dribbling debts, which thy own infirmity, and Satan's subtilty, have run thee into. Thou wert an enemy when God thought of doing the first; but now thou art a friend, and this will oblige him to do the second, that be may not lose his disbursement in the first: yea, provision is made by God in his method of our salvation for the one, as strongly as for 
H2 ° the 
the other. Christ died to make us, (enemies to God), friends with him ; and he Uves now to bring God and us, being thus made friends, to meet in one Heaven together. Yea, the Apostle gives the advantasre to this of the two for our faith to triumph in. For if when zve were enemiesy we were reconciled to God b?/ the death of his Son; much more being reconciled^ we shall be saved hy his life, Rom v. 10. As if the Apostle had said, Can you believe that God hath taken you that were enemies into a state of peace and favour with himself? Surely then you mus^ needs find it easier for your faith to argue from reconciliation to salvation, than from hostilW and enmity, to pardon and peace ; could Christ procure the one by his death, v^^hen he was weakest, as I may so say, and at the lo^'^^st descent of his humiliation ? How much more shall he in the height of his Court-favour in Heaven, where he hath all power given him, be able to save those whom he hath reconciled. 
Sixthly, Art thou at peace with God? knowing the goodness of God to thyself, do thou woo others to embrace the same mercy.  The house is not so full, but yet there is room, Luke xiv. 22.    Hast thou none thou lovest so well, as to wish them thy happiness ?    Haply thou hast a carnal husband  lying by thy   side, children  of thy   womb   or loins, neighbours in whose company thou   art every day almost, and all these in an unreconciled state, who, should they die as now they live, their precious souls are lost for ever, and yet themselves think no more of this misery coming on them, than the silly sheep^doth what the butcher is doing, when he is whetting his knife to cut her throat.    Well, the less merciful they are to their own souls, the more need there is thou shouldst shew thy compassion towards them.    We take most care of those that are least capable of taking care for themselves.    If thou hadst a friend   sick   in the house, and of such a disease he could not help himself, should he die rather than thou wouldst look after him?    If a child, condemned to die, though he did himself not mind getting a pardon, yet surely thou wouldst run to obtain it, rather than see him end his days so shamefully.   In a word, didst thou but know that thy next neighbour had an intention to injure himself, and for that end liad locked himself up in a room, wouldst thou not bestir thee to break up the door, rather than the man shouldst thus miscarry ;    But alas, where  is the holy 
violence 
violence that is used to save poor souls? Parents, husbands, neighbours, they can see their relations going to Hell befortj iheir eyes ; and who saith to thenn, why do you so ? O for the Lord's sake be more merciful to "the souls of others. Thou hast found a feast, let not any that are near thee starve for want of knowledge, where it is to be had; go and invite all thou canst see to God's house; so did David, Psal. xxxiv. 8. O taste and see that the Lord is good. Thou needest not fear a chiding from God for sending him more guests, he complains he hath no more ; Ye will not come unto me that ije may have life, John v. 40. Ha threatens those that kec"p sinners ofi" Irom making their peace with him, by flattering them with a false one, called a strength^ ening of the hands of the zoicked, that he should not return from his zuicked way, by promising him life, Ezek. xiii. 2^. •O how acceptable a work then must it needs be to woo souls to Christ ? The merchant is not angry for sending a customer into his warehouse, that will buy what he hath taken so much cost and travail to get that be may sell; nor will the physician blame any for bringing a patient to him, by whose cure he may let the w^orld know his skill. Tiiis is the great design Christ hath, and in particular prayed for^ John xvii. 21. That the zcorld might believe that he zvas sent of God ; what aims he at in the gathering in of souls by the grace of the gospel, but to take out a people from the heap of sinners for his name-. Acts xv. 14. that is, cull out a number, ia 'shewing mercy to whom he might exalt his own name gloriously. 
CHAR VIIL 
That Peace of Conscience is a blessing to be obtained from the Gospel, and only the Gospel, zoith a double demonstration thereof, 
VV E come now to the second kind of peace, and that is peace of consolation, or peace of conscience; by the former 
mef the poor sinner is reconciled to God; by this he comes anima pacata sibi, a soul reconciled to itself; since man fell out with God, he could never be truly friends with his own conscience.    This second peace  is so   necessary, that he cannot taste the sweetness of the   first, nor indeed of any other mercy without it.    This is to the soul what health is to the body ; it sugars and sweetens all enjoyments.    A suit, though of cloth of gold, sits not easy on a sick man's back: nothing joyous to  a distressed  conscience.    Moses brought good news  to the  distressed  Israelites in Egypt, but it is said, They^iuarkened not to him for anguish of spirit, Exod, vi.9.    Hannah, she w^ent up to the festival at Jerusalem with her husband, but it is said  she wept and did not eat, 1 Sam. i. 7. Truly thus the wounded soul goes to the sermon, but doth not eat of the feast, it hears many precious promises, but her ear is shut up from receiving the good news they brinf.    Tell one in trouble of conscience, here is your dear husband, sweet children, will  you  not rejoice with them ? alas ! the throbs such a one feels are so amazing, that he resards these things no more than Phineass wife in her sore travail did the women that joyed her with the birth of a son. Set the most royal feast before such a soul, that ever was on Prince's table, and (poor heart) it had rather go into a corner and weep, than sit and eat of those delicacies.    A wounded spirit tvho can bear^ 3^ea,  who can cure?    Some diseases are for  their incurableness,   called  ludibrium medicorum. The Physician^ shame and reproach.    To be sure this spiI'itual trouble of an accusing conscience puts all the world to shame for their vain attempts.    Many have attempted to conjure this evil spirit out of their own bosoms and others ; but have  found  it at last to leap upon them, and prevail af^ainst them, as the eiil spirit, Acts xix,  14. did by the Sons of Sceva. 
Now peace of conscience is the blessing of the gospel, and only of the gospel: conscience knows Jesus, and the gospel of Jesus; these and none else it will obey. Two particulars consider will demonstrate this truth. First, If we considered what is the argument that pacifies and satisfies conscience. Secondly, What the Y)ower and strength that is required to apply this argument so close and home to the conscience, as to quiet and fully satisfy it, both these will be found in the c-ospel, and only in the gospel. 
SECT, 
SECT. I. 
First, Let us enquire what is the argument that is able to pacify conscience,   when thoroughly awakened.    Now  to know this, we must enquire^ what is the cause of all those convulsions of horror and terror with which the conscience of men are at any time so sadly rent and distorted.    Now this is sin; could this little w^ord (but great plague) be quite blotted out of men's minds and hearts, the storm would soon be hushed, and  the soul become a pacific sea, quiet and smooth, without the least wave of fear to wrinkle the face thereof.    This is the   Jonas which raiseth the storm; the jichan, that troubles the soul.    Wherever this  comes  (as was observed of a great Queen in  France) a war is sure to follow ; when Adam sinned, he dissolved another manner of jewel than Cleopatra did; he drank away this sv^^eet peace of conscience in one unhappy draughty which was worth more to him than the world he lived in.    iSo wonder that it rose in his conscience as soon as it was down  his throat:  They saw that they zvere naked, Gen. iii. 7.    Their consciences reproached them for cursed apostates.    That therefore which brings peace to the conscience must prostrate this  Goliahy throw this troubler overboard, pluck this arrow out of the soul, or else the war will not end, the storm will not down, the wound v.ill not close and heal, which conscience labours under.    Now the envenomed head of sin's arrow, that lies burning  in conscience, and keeps the poor sinner out of quiet, yea, sometime in insupportable torment and horror, is guilt, whereby the creature is alarmed up to judgment, ana bound over to the punishment due to his sin; which being no lesa than the infinite wrath of the eternal living God, must needs lay the poor creature into a dismal agony, from the  fearful expectation thereof in his accusing  conscience : he therefore that would use an argument to pacify and comfort a distressed conscience, that lies roasting upon these burning coals of God's wrath, kindled by his guilt, must quench these coals, and bring him to the certain news of this joyful message, that his sins are all pardoned, and God, whose V.'rath doth so affright him, is undoubtedly, yea, everlastingly reconciled to him.    This, and no other argument 
ment will stop the mouth of conscience^ and hnn^ the creature to tpie peace with his own thoiTghts ^-^Son^ be of good cheer ,said Christ to the palsy man) thi/ sins he forgivtii thee, A4att. ix. 2. Not be of good cheer, thj health'is given thee, (though that he had also) but thy sins are forgiven thee. If a friend should come to a malefactor on his way to the gallows, put a sweet posy into his hands, and bids liim be'of good cheer, smell on that; alas, this would bring little joy with it to the poor man^s heart, who sees the place of execution before him. But if one comes froni the Prince with a pardon, which he puts into his hand, and bids him be of good cheer: this, and this only, will reach the poor man's heart, and over-run it with a sudden ravishment of joy. Truly, any thing short of pardoning mercyis as inconsiderable to a troubled conscience, (towards any relieving or pacifying it) as that posy in a dying prisoner's band would be. Conscience demands as much to satisfy it, as God himself doth to satisfy him for the wrong the creature hath done him. Nothing can takeoff conscience froni accusing, but that which takes off God from threatening. Conscience is God's Serjeant, which he employs to arrest the sinner. Now the Serjeant hath no power to release his prisoner upon any private composition between him and the prisoner, but listens whether the debt be fully paid, or the creditor fully satisfied; then, and not till then, he is discharged of his prisoner. One step further, and we shall bring this demonstration to a head ; from what quarter comes this good news that God is reconciled to a poor soul, and that his sins are pardoned? Surely from the gospel of Christ, and no other way. Here alone is the Covenant of peace to be read betwixt God and sinners ; here the sacrifice by which this pardon is purchased; here the means discovered by which poor sinners may have benefit of this purchase ; and therefore here alone can the accusing conscience find peace. Had the stung Israelites looked on any other object, besides the brazen serpe?it, thc}^ had never been healed. Neither will the stung conscience find ease with looking upon any, besides Christ in the gospel-promise. The^Levite and the Priest, looked on the wounded man, but would not come near hira; there he might have lain and perished in his blood for them. It was the good Samaritan that poured oil into his wounds.    Not the law, 
but 
hut'Christ by his blood, bathes arid supples, closeth and cureth theVoun^ed conscience. Not a drop of oil in all the world to be got that is worth any thing for this purpose, besides what is provided and laid up in this gospel-vial. 
There was abundance of sacrifices offered up in the Jezoisk church;  yet put all the blood  of those beasts  together, which was poured out from first to last in that dispensation, and they were not able to quiet one conscience, or purge away one sin.   The comcience of siti, as the Apostle phraseth it, Heb. X. 2 that is, guilt in their conscience would still have remained unblotted, notwithstanding all these (if severed from what was spiritually signified by them).    And the reason is given, ver. 4. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins.    There is no proportion betwixt the blood of beasts, though it could  swell into a river, a sea, and the demerit of the least sin.    Man's sin deserves man's death, and that eternal, both of soul and body in Hell.    This is the price God hatli set upon the head of every sin.    Now the death of beasts being so far beneath this price, which divane justice demands as satisfaction tor the wrong sin doth him ; it must needs be as far beneath pacifying the sinner's conscience, which requires as much to satisfy it, yea, the very same as it doth to satisfy the justice of God.    But in the gospel, behold joyful news is brought to the sinner's ears, of a fountain of blood there opened, which, folr its preciousness, is as far above the price that divine justice demands for man's sin, as the blood of bulls and beasts was beneath ift; and that is, the blood oi Jesus Christy "who freely poured it upon the cross, and by it obtained eter^ 7ial redemption for us, Heb. ix.    This is the door that all true peace and joy comes in to the conscience by; hence we are directed to bottom our confidence, and draw out comfort here, and no where else; Heb. x. 22. Let us drazo near with a true hearty in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience; mark that, sprinkled from an evil conscience : Conscience by office is appointed to judge of a man's actions and state, whether good or bad, pardoned or unpardoned: If the state be good, then it is to acquit and comfort ; if evil, then to accuse and condemn him ; therefore the qvil conscience here, is the accusing conscience: From this evil conscience we are said to be sprinkled, that is, freed by the blood of Christ sprinkled on Vol. III. J us.: 
us : It is sin the evil conscience accuseth of, and MTath (the due punishment for that) it condemns the poor creature unto ; and be sprinkled with the blood of Christ, is to have the blood of Christ applied to the heart by the spirit for pardon and reconciliation with God.    Sprinkling in the Law did denote the cleansing of the person so sprinkled, from all legal impurities, Levit. xiv. 6. yea^ the believing soul from all sinful uncleanness by the blood of Christ, which was signified by the blood of those sacrifices. Therefore David prays, Psalm li. 7. Purge me zvith hyssop, then shall I be clean; that is, apply the blood of Christ to my troubled conscience (as they with a bunch of hyssop did the blood of the beast into which it was dipped,  upon the Leper to cleanse him). Then (saith he) I shall be clean; this sin, which now doth afFrio-ht my conscience, shall be washed off, and I at peace, as if I had  never sinned.    To this sprinkling  of blood the Holy Ghost alludes, Heb. xii. 24. where we are said in the gospel-administration. To be come to Jesus, the Mediator of a better Covenant, and to the blood>>f spritikling, that speaks better things than the blood of Abel; that is, better things in the conscience.    AbePa blood sprinkled in the guilt of it upon Cain's conscience, spake swords and daggers, Hell and damnation; but the blood of Christ sprinkled in the conscience of a poor trembling sinner, speaks pardon and peace. Hence it is called the answer of a good conscience towards God, by the resurrection oj Jesus Christ, i Peter iii. '21. An answer supposeth a question; an answer towards God, supposeth a question from God to the creature.   Now the question God here is supposed to propound to the poor creature, may be conceived to be this; What canst thou say (who art a sinner, and standest by the curse of my righteous law doomed to death and damnation) why thou shouldst not die the death pronounced against every sinner ? 
Now the soul that hath heard of Christ, and hearing of him, hath received him by faith into his heart, is the person, and the only person, that can answer this question, so as to satisfy God or himself. Take the answer, as it is formed and fitted for, yea, put into the mouth of every believer, by the Apostle Paul, Rom. viii. 34. Who is he that condemneth'? It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us; such an answer this is, that God 
himself 
himself cannot object against; and therefore St. Paul, representing all believers, triumphs in the invincible strength thereof against all the enemies of our salvation : Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? ver. 35. and proceeds to challenge in death and Devils, with all their attendants, to come and do their worst against believers, Avho have got this breast-work about them, and at last he displays his victorious colours, and goes out of the field with this holy confidence, that none (be they w^hat they will) shall ever be able to hurt them, ver. 38, 39. / am persuaded, that neither death nor life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord ; in him he lodgethhis colours, andjays up all his confidence. But I am afraid I have been too long ; if I can be said to be too long on this subject^ the richest vein in the whole mine of gospel treasure. 
SECT.  II. 
The second demonstration is taken from the strength and power required to press this argument home to the conscience, so as to satisfy it, and make it acquiesce therein : conscience is a lock that goes hard, though the key fit it (I mean the argument used to comfort it be suitable and strono) ; yet if this key be in a weak hand, that cannot turn it, as it is when ever a mere creature holds it, conscience will not open ; its doubts and fears will not be resolved. No, this must be the work of the spirit, or else it will never be done. Conscience is God's officer ; and though the debt be paid in Heaven, yet it will not let the soul go free, till a warrant comes from thence to authorise it. And who can bring this but the spirit of God ? so that, as it is not in aii their power that are about the poor prisoner to comfort him, till news come from court, what the Prince means to do witli him ; so here in this case. When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble ? and when he hideth his face, zcho ca?i behold him? Job xxxiv. 29. Now two things will bring this demonstration to a head. First, Observe that the ,a:ospel only presents the Spirit of God to us under the notion of a comforter, and secondly, The admirable fitness and sufficiency of the holy Spirit to pacify and comfort a guilty 
I 2 troubled 
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troubled conscience : the first will evince, that peace of cGn-»^science is no avhere else to be found but from the n;ospel ; the second will shew, that it is tbereabundantly to befound. First, It is t]:ie gospel alone that presents the  Spirit  of God as a comforter to poor sinners ; indeed the comforting office of the Spirit is founded on the satisfaction of Jesus Christ.    When Christ bad shed   his blood, and in it laid down upon the naib the full price of a sinner's peace with God; then at his return to Heaven be prays his Father to send  the  comforter : Neither  could  Christ desire this request of his Father, nor his Father grant it to him, but upon the account of this his death, which secm'cs the justice of God from receiving any damage by the comfort which the Spirit carries into the believing sinner's bosom; John xvi. 7. If I go not azcay, the Comforter will not come unto you; hut if 1 depart, I will send kim unto you ; pray mark, the Spirit, as a comforter, stays till Christ goes to Heaven to send him down; and no room for Christ there, till the work was done he came about; and what was that, but by his bloody death to purchase peace with God for poor believing sinners ? and  now let him come when he will, the Spirit is ready to be sent as a comforter, as soon as he appears in the Heavens with his blood as an intercessor.   But whence then had the Old Testament Saints all their peace and comfort, who lived  before Christ returned to  Heaven; yea, before he took his first journey from Heaven to earth ? 1 answer, upon the same account, they had their comfort, that they had their pardon.    They were pardoned through the blood of Christ, who was virtually a lamb slain from the beginning of the  world, and they were comforted by the Spirit of Christ,  whose  comforting office bears the same date with Christ's mediatorial office.    As all their pardons were issued out upon the credit of Christ, who stood engaged in the fulness of time to lay down his life; so all the comforts which the Spirit of Christ issued out into their consciences, was upon the same credit of Christ, who should, in the fulness of time die on earth for sinners, so appear also in the Heavens (by virtue of the satisfaction that his death should make), there to intercede with the Father for a comforter.    Thus you see the first thing.    The Spirit as a comforter hath his office from the gospel covenant, and could never have spoke a word of comfort, but upon this gospel 
account 
account. Plence it is, when the Father sends him as a comforter, he sends him in Christ's name, who hath made lip the hreach betwixt him and sinners, Jolm xiv. 26. that is, for his sake, and at his entreaty: yea, when the Spirit doth comfort, what is it he saith ? the joyful news he brings is gospel-intelligence, Johi xvi. 13, 14. He shall not speak of hi niseif\ hut zehatsoever he shall hear, he shall speak ; the meaning is, when he comes to teach he shall not bring newlight, different from what shines in the gospel, but what truth Christ, preached in the gospel that he shall teach when he comforts; the ingredients which his soul-reviving cordials shall be made of, are what grow in the gospel-garden, as ver. 14. He shall glorify me^for he shall receive of mine, and shew it to you ; that is, my death, my merit, my resurrection, my ascension and intercession, my promises purchased and sealed with my blood ; these he shall take and make report of them to you, for your eternal joy and comfort ; so that, if it had not been for these, the Spirit, who is Christ's messenger, would have wanted an errand of this comfortable naturt to have brought unto poor sinners; yea, instead of a comforter, he would have been an accuser and a tormentor ; he that now bears witness with our spirits for our reconciliation, adoption, and salvation, would have joined in a sad testimony with our guilty consciences against us for our destruction. 
Secondly, I am to shew the admirable fitness of the Spirit for this comforting office, which the gospel reveals him to have, for the pacitying and satisfying the consciences of poor disconsolate sinners : You have heard the gospel affords an argument sufficient to satisfy the most troubled, conscience in the world; to wit, the full satisfaction which Christ by his precious blood hath made to God for sinners. But if poor man had been left to improve this as well as he could for his comfort, he might have lain long enough roaring in the horror of his conscience without ease, for want of one drop of this cooliiiii; healing balm into it. But as both the wisdom and love of God appeared in providing an able Saviour to purchase eternal redemption for us ; so also a meet comforter as able to apply this purchased redemption to us; his consolations are called stro?ig Consolations. Christ shewed his strength when he unhinged the o-aies of the grave, and made his way out of that dark prison by his 
glorious 
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glorious resurrection ; by this he was declared to be the Son of God with power, Rom. i. 4. And truly it requires no less power to break open the dungeon wherein the guilty conscience lies shut up, as one free among the dead in his own despairing thoughts; for, if you observe it, the same stone and seal are upon the sinner's conscience to keep him down from a resurrection to comfort, as was on Christ's grave, to keep him down from a resurrection to life. What was the heaviest stone, the strongest seal upon dead Jesus to keep him from rising? Not the stone man rolled upon him ; not the seal the Jews thought to fasten the grave with, but the curse of the law for sin, which divine justice rolled upon him. This pressed the heaviest upon Christ without all compare : The Angel himself that rolled away the stone, could not have removed the curse ; now look upon the distressed conscience's grave, where its own guilt hath laid it, what is that ? No other than the lowest Hell in its fears and present dismal apprehensions. I am damned, I am for ever an un- ^ done creature, is the language such an one rings continually in his own ears; but enquire, what is it that keeps him down in this grave; what hinders, but the poor wretch may be helped out of this pit of horror, and receive some comfort ? Alas ! he will tell you that it is but in vain to comfort him, this ointment is all wasted to no purpose, which you pour upon his head. No, he is an undone sinner; the curse of God sticks like a dagger in his heart, the wrath of God lies like a mountain of lead on his conscience, except you can put your hand into his bosom, and pluck out the one, or by main force roll off the other, it is impossible that he should be raised to any peace or comfort in his miserable conscience; you see it is the same grave-stone on both. But for thy eternal comfort know (poor heart) that thou art thus fast laid under the sense of the curse due to thy sins; as the weight is the same that keeps thee from comfort, which lay on Christ to keep him from life; so the same power and strength is sent to raise thee to comfort, that enabled Christ to rise to life. That Spirit, who kept the Lord Jesus from seeing corruption in the grave, that restrained death when it had Christ in its very mouth, so as it could no more feed on him, than the whale could digest Jowa/i in her belly; yea, that quickened his dead body, and raised him with honour, not only to life, but immortality also, is he that Christ sends 
for 
for liis messeDger, to come and satisfy the trembling consciences of his poor children on earth, concerning his love, yea, his father's love to them for his sake. This blessed Spirit hath all the properties of a comforter ; He is so pure and holy, lit cannot deceive; called therefore the Spirit of truth, John xiv. If he tell thee thy sins are pardoned, thou mayest believe him, he will not flatter; if it were not so, he would have brought another message to thee ; for he can chide and reprove as well as comfort, convince of sin as well as of righteousness. He is so v:\se and omniscient, that he cannot be deceived. Never did the Spirit of God knock at the wrong doors, and deliver his letters into a wrong hand. The Spirit exactly knows the heart of God to the creature, with all his counsels and purposes concerning him, 1 Cor. ii. 11. The Spirit searcheth all things^ the deep things of God. And what are those deep things of God the Apostle means ? But the counsels of love which lie deep in his heart, till the Spirit draws them forth, and acquaints the creature with them; as appears by ver. g. And also he knows the whole frame of man's heart; it were strange if he that made the cabinet should not know every secret box in it. Some few men have compassed that we call the greater world ; but the little world of man, as we call him, never did any creature encircle with his knowledge, no not the Devil himself, who hath made it his work so many thousand years to make a full discovery of it: But the Spirit of God doth know him, intus est in cute, (as we say) thoroughly ; and knowing both these, he cannot be deceived. 
In a word, he is so irresistible, that none can hinder the efficacy of his comforts. The pardon brought by JSathan ^to Daznd did not lie so close as the holy man desired; and therefore he goes to beg comfort of the comforter, Psalm li. where you find him on his knees, praying hard to have his lost joy restored, and his trembling heart estahlished by the free Spirit of God. Though thou canst baffle man, and through thy own melancholy fancy, and the sophistry of Satan, who coins distinctions for theCj evade the arguments that christians and ministers bring for thy comfort; yet when the Spirit comes himself, ail cusputes end : The Devil cannot chop logic with him; no, then the lying spirit vanisheth, and our own fears too, as the darkness flees before the sun, so sweetly and powerfully doth the comforting Spirit 
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rit over-ran the heart with a flood of joy that the soul can no more see her sins in the guilt of them, than 'Soah could the mole-hills, when the whole earth was under water. 
CHAP. IX. 
A reproof to three sorts  of Persons  that offend against this Peace which the Gospel brings. 
S peace of conscience the blessing of the gospel ? This reproves three sorts of persons, 
SECT. I. 
First, The Papists^ who interpretatively deny this, in denying that any person can know in this life, unless by an extraordinary revelation, that he is a child of God, and one that shall be saved ; which, if true, would stave all to pieces the vessel in which the Christian's joy and inward peace is kept; whence comes the peace we have in our consciences, but from the knowledge we have of our peace with God ? Rom. V. 1. Being justified br/faith, ree have peace with God, hy whom we have access by faith i)ito this grace, wherein we s.tflnd and rejoice in hope of the glory of God, 
If the poor soul be left at uncertainties here, and the gospel cannot resolve it, what its state is, for Hell or Heaven, farewel to all inward peace: the poor Christian then may say of himself, with a trembling heart, what Saint John saith in another case of him that hateth his brother, 1 John ii. II. He walks in darkness, and knows not whither he goes : truly it might rather be called the gospel of fears and doubts, than the gospel of peace. But is that the top of the blessing the gospel brings to Saints, which was almost the bottom of the ourse that the law denounced against sinners ? Deut. xxviii. 66. that their life should hang in doubt before 
them. 
them^ and they should fear day and nighty and should have no assiiratice of life. Bold men, that dare so wickedly disfigure the sweet face of the gospel; making Christ in his precious promises, speak as doubtfully to his Saints, as the Devil did in bis oracles to his devotees. Because their hypocrisy makes them justl}^ question their own salvation, and will not sutler them to take the comfort of the promises to themselves : must they therefore seal up these wells of salvation from those that are sincere, and then lav the blame on the gospel, v/hich is due only to their own wickedness ? But there is a mystery of iniquity which hath at last been found to be at the root of this uncomfortable doctrine. They are a little kin to Judas, wdio was a thief, and carried the bag. These have a bag too, into which they put more gold and silver, that this doctrine brings them in, than ever Jadas had in his, though the doctrine of gospel-grace to poor sinners would bring peace to others consciences, might it be seen in its naked glory among them ; yet the superstitious fear which they keep ignorant souls in, brings more money to their purses; and this lies so near their heart, that gospel, Christ, Heaven, and all must bow unto it. 
SECT.   II. 
Secondly, Those are to be reproved who frame very unlovely images in their own foolish imaginations of the gospel, as if there was nothing less than peace of conscience and inward comfort to be found in it; and all because thev see some that profess it who cannot shew that they have got more peace and comfort since their acquaintance with the gospel than they had before, or than themselves have, who are yet strangers to it; yea, maybe, discover more trouble of spirit. Such I desire to take these following particulars, by way of answer, into their serious consideration. 
First, Consider all are not true Christians that hang upon the gospel by profession ; and no blame can be laid on the gospel, though it doth not lavish out this treasure to every one that scrapes acquaintance with it. The Spirit of God is too wise and faithful to set his seal to a blank. The Minister indeed offers peace to all that will accent it: but where 
Vol. III. K the 
the peace of the gospel meets with a false hearty it will not stay there, Matt. x. 13. If the home be not toorthy, kt your peace return unto you. As the dove returned to the ark again, when it found the earth under water; so doth the spirit of God carry his comfort back with him to Heaven from a soul that is yet in sin, soaking in his abominations; where can this heavenly dove find rest for the sole of her foot in such a soul? And will he speak peace to that soul, in which himself can find no rest? 
Secondly, As for those that are sincere, true hearted Christians, there are several considerations which will vindicate the gospel to answer its name, and to be a gospel of peace and consolation. 
First, Some that are sincere Christians, and yet do not so clearly understand the doctrine of the gospel as others, and the want of light, of joy, and comfort in their consciences, comes from that want of light in their understandings. The io^norance of the workman doth not disparage the art. There is fulness of comfort in the principles of the gospel, but every Christian hath not attained to the riches of the full assurance of understanding to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ, which the Apostle directs the Colossians to, as a sovereign means whereby their hearts might be comforted. Col. ii. 2. 
Secondly, Some that do understand the doctrine of salvation by faith in Christ, (the only foundation to build and rear up true comfort and peace of conscience on ;) yet may by their negligence in their Christian course, (not walking carefully by the rule of the gospel) deprive themselves at present of this sweet peace, which otherv>ise might flow into their bosoms from the promises of the gospel,' As many as walk by this rule, peace be on them, Gal. vi. l6.    And if so, what blame can  be laid on the gospel ?    If the heart, (though ®f a Saint) be under the defilement of a present lust not repented  of, no promise will speak peace to him; he is a disorderly walker, and the spirit hath his rod to whip such, no sweet meats of joy and peace to entertain them « withal in that state 
Thirdly, As for those which do walk close to the rule of the gospel, (I mean by a sincere endeavour) and thou seest no s«ch peace and comfort (as we speak of) that they have : 1 answei. 
First. 
Firstf They may have it, and thou not know it. The Saint's joy and peace, is not such a light gigging joy as the worid's^^/ies severe verum gaudiuyn. The parlour wherein the spirit of Christ entertains the Christian, is an inner room, not next the street, for every one that goes by_, to smell the feast. The stranger intermeddles not zmth hisjoj/, Prov. xiv. 10. Christ and the soul may be at supper, and thou not so much as see one dish go in, or hear ilie music that sounds so sweetly in the Christians ears; perhaps thou thinkest he wants peace, because he doth not hang out a sign in his countenance of the joy and peace he hath within. Alas ! poor wretch, may not the Saint have a peaceful conscience, with a solemn, yea, sad countenance, as well as thou and th}^ companions have a sorrowful heart, when there is nothing but fair weather in your faces? In laughter the heart is sorrowfulf Prov. xiv. 13. Sure he means the. wicked man's laughter. It never looks more like rain with them, than when it shines; their conscience lowers, when their face laughs; so on the contrary, never more inward peace and comfort to be found in a Saint's bosom, than sometimes when his fase is blubbered with tears ; shouldst thou come in and hear the Christian bemoaning himself, and complaining with sighs and sobs of his sins against God, thou wouldst go home, and cry out of this melancholy religion, and the sad condition this man was in: And yet he whom thou sopitiest can desire thee to save it for thy self, and not spend it in vain for him ; who would not part with that very sorrow that scares thee so, for all the joy which the world, with ail its gallantry when best set forth, could affoi'd. There is a m3'^stery in this sorrow thou canst not unriddle; know therefore there is a sorrow and anguish of heart which ariseth from the guilt of sin, and the fearful apprehensions of God's wrath due to sin; and another that flows not from fear of wrath arising from guilt, but from the sense of sins in being in the soul, that provokes the Christian to do that which is dishonourable to that God, who hath pardoned his sins ; and this is the sorrow which sometimes makes the Saints go for sad uncomfortable creatures ; when at the same time their hearts are as full of comfort from the sense of God's pardoning mercy as they can hold. This sorrow is but like a summer shower, melted by the sense of God's love^ as that by the warm sun, and leaves 
K2 the 
the soul, as that doth a garden of sweet flowers, on wliich it 
falls more fresh and odoriferous. 
Secondly, Though some precious souls that have closed with Chnst, and embraced the gospel, be not at present brought to rest in their own consciences, but coi5tinue for a while under some dissatisfactions and troubles in their own spirits ; vet even then they have peace of conscience in a threefold re?pect: 
First, Every true believer  hath peace of conscience in precio; the gospel puts that price into his hand, which will assurediv purchase it, and that is the blood of Christ; we sa^, that is gold which is icorth gold, which we  may anywhere exchange for gold; such is the blood of Christ; it is peace of conscience, because the soul that hath this, may exchange it for this.    God himself ci.nnot deny   the poor creature, that prays  on these terms.    Lord give me peace of conscience, here is Christ's blood the price of it.    That which could pay the debt, surely can procure the receipt. Peace of conscience is but a discharge unier God's hand, that the debt due to divine justice is fully paid; the  blood of Christ hath done that the greater for the behever, it shall therefore do this the less.    If" there was such a rare portion, that did infallibly procure health to every one that takes it, we mio:ht safelv say^ as soon as the sick man hath drunk it down,^tiiat he hath drunk his health; it is in  him, though at present he doth not feel himself to have it; in time it will appear. 
Secondly, Inpromisso. Every true believer hath peace of conscience in the promise, and that we count as good as ready money in the purse^, which we have sure bond for, Psal. xxix. 11. The Lord will bless his people T^ith peace. He is resolved on it, and then who shall hinder it ? it is worth your reading the whole Psalm, to see what weio-ht the Lord gives to this sweet promise, for the encouraoement of our faith in expecting the performance thereof; nothing more hard to enter into the heart of a poor creature (when^ll is in an uproar in his bosom, and his conscience threatening nothing but wrath and vengeance from God for his sins) tlian thoughts or hopes of peace and comfort. Now the Psalmh spent in shewing what great things God can do, and that with no more trouble to himself than a word speakin«-. . The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the .'^ . Lor(f 
Lordisfullof Majesti/, vers. 4. It breaks the Cedars, it divides thejiames, it shakes the wildc mess, it makes the hinds to calve. God that doth all this, promiseth to bless bis people with peace, outward and inward; for vvitliont inward peace, thono;h he might 2;ive them peace, yet could he never bless them with peac«as he there undertakes. A sad peace were it not, to have quiet streets, but cutting throats in our houses? yet infinitely more sad, to have pea^ce both in our streets and houses, but war in our guilty consciences ; what peace can a poor creature taste pr relish, while the sword of God's wrath lies at the throat of conscience, not peace with God himself? Therefore Christ purchased peace of pardon, to obtain peace of conscience for his pardoned ones- and accordin^Tly hath bequeathed it in the promise to them Peace t leave with you, my peace I give unto you, John xiv. 27. Where you see he is both the testator to leave, and the executor of his own will, to give out with his own hands wl^at his love hath left, so that there is no fear, but his will shall be performed to the full, seeing himself lives to see it done. 
Thirdly, In semine. Every believer hath this inward peace in the seed. Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart, Psal. xcvii. 11. where sown, bat in the furrows of the believers own bosom, when principles of gracf- and holiness were cast into it by the spirit of God? hence it is called the principle fruit of righteousness Heb. xii. 11 it shoots as naturally from holiness, as any fruit in its kind doth from the seed proper to it. It is indeed most ^ true, that this seed runs and ripens into this fruit sooner in some, than it doth in others. This spiritual harvest comes' not alike soon to all, no more than the other that is outward doth; but here's the comfort, whoever hath a seed time of grace, shall have his harvest time also of jov; this law God hath bound himself to, as strongly as for the other • which are not to cease while the earth remaineth. Gen. viii. 22. yea, more strongly, for that was to the world in geneml* not to every particular country, town, or field in these' which may want a harvest, and yet God keep his word; but God cannot perform his promise, if any one particular Saint should everlastingly go without his reaping-time. He that goeth forth hearing precious seed, shall doubtless come aoain with rejoicing, bringing hi^ sheaves with him, Psal. xcvl. 6. 
And 
And therefore you who think so basely of the gospel, and the professors of it, because at present their peace and comfort is not come ; know it is on the way to them, and comes to stay everkistingly with them, whereas your peace is going from you every moment, and is sure to leave you without any hope of returning to you again. Look not how the Christian begins, but ends; -the Spirit of God by his convictions comes into the soul with some terrors, but it closeth with peace and joy. Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace, Psal. xxxvii. 36. 
SECT. III. 
Thirdly, This reproves those, that think to heal their consciences with other than gospel-balm ; who leave the waters of living comfort that flow from this fountain opened in the gospel by Christ, to draw their peace and comfort out of cisterns of their own hewing, and the}^ are two; a carnal cistern and a legal cistern. 
First, Some think to draw their peace out of a Carnal cistern. There is not more variety of plaisters and foolish medicines used for the cure of the ague of the body, than there is of carnal receipts used by self deceiving sinners to rid themselves of the shaking ague, which the fear of God's wrath brings upon their guilty consciences; some, if they be but a little awakened by the word, and they feel their hearts chill within them, from a few serious thoughts of their wretched undone condition, fall to Felix's physic ; who, as soon as his conscience began to be sick at FauVs sermon, bad enough of the preacher, and made all the haste he could to get that unpleasing noise out of his head, Acts xxiv. Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way. Thus many turn their back of God, from those ordinances, that company, or any thing else that is hkely to grate upon their consciences, and revive the thoughts of their deplored state, which ail their care is to forget; such an one I have heard of, that would not be present at any funeral; could not bear the sii>ht of his own grey hairs, and therefore used a black-lead comb to discolour them, least by these, the thoughts of death (which he so abhorred) should crowd in upon him. A poor cowardly shift, God knows, yet all that this wretch 
had, 
bad, and many more have betwixt them, and a Hell above ground in their consciences. Others, their light is so strong, and glares on them so constantly, that this will not do, but ■wherever they go, though they hear not a sermon in a month, look not on a bible in a year, and keep far enough from such company as would awake their consciences, yet they are haunted with their own guilt, and therefore they do not only go from the presence of the Lord, as Cain did. Gen. iv. 16. but as he also made diversion of those musing thoughts vrhich gathered to his guilty conscience, by imploying them another way in huilding a city, ver. 17. so do they labour to give their consciences the slip in a crowd of worldly business. This is the great Leviathan that swallows np all the thoughts of Heaven and Hell in many men's hearts. They are so taken up with that project and this, that conscience finds them not at leisure to exchange a few ■words with them of a long time together. Conscience is as much spited among sinners, as Joseph rcas among the Patriarchs. That which conscience tells them, likes them no better than Joseph's dream did his brethren; and this makes many play the merchants with their consciences, as thev did with him ; which they do by bribing it with the profits of the world.' But this pKysic is found too weak also; and therefore SatiPs harp, and NabaPs feast, is thought on by others; with those they hope to droun their cares, and lay their consciences asleep, like some ruffian that is under an arrest for debt, and hath no way, but to prison he must go, except he can make the Serjeant drunk in whose hand he is, which he doth, and so makes an escape. Thus many besot their conscience with the brutish pleasures of sin; and when they have laid it fast asleep in senseless stupidity, as one that is dead drunk, then they may sin without controul till it wakes again. This is the heighth of that peace which any carnal receipt can help the sinner unto; to give a sleeping potion, that shall bind up the senses of conscience for a while in which time the wretch may forget his misery, as the condemned man doth when he is asleep, but as soon as he awakes, the horror of his condition is sure again to affrigiit him worse than before. God keep j^ou all from such a cure for your troubles of conscience, which is a thousand times worse than the disease itself. Better to have a dog that will by his barking tell us a thief is in our yard, than one that 
wiU 
will sit stilt, and lie us be robbed, before we have any notice of our daiiixer. 
Secondly, Some draw their peace of conscience from a legal cistern; all the comfort they have, is from their own i'i<^hteousness ; this good work, and that good duty they bless themselves in, when any qualm comes over their hearts; the cordial drink, which the}' use to revive and comfort themselves with, is drawn not from the satisfaction which Christ by his death hath giv^en to God for poor sinners, but from the righteousness of their own lives; not from Christ's intercession in Heaven for them, but their o^^'n good prayers on earth for themselves ; in a word, when any spark of disquiet kindles in their consciences, (as it were strange, if where so much combustible matter is, there should not at one time or other, some smothering fire begin ii] such an one's bosom) then, not Christ's blood, but their own tears are cast on to quench it. Well, whoever thou art that goest this way to work to obtain peace of conscience, I accuse thee as an enemy to Jesus Christ and his gospel. If any herb could be found growing in thy garden to heal the wounds of thy conscience, why did the Lord Christ commend for such a rarity, the balm which he came from Heaven on purpose to compound with his own blood ? why doth he call sinners from all besides himself as comforters of no value, and bid us come to him, if we would find rest for our souls ? Matt. xi. 2S. No, know, poor creature, and believe it, (while the knowing of it may do thee good) either Christ was an impostor, and the gospel a fable, which I hope thou art not such an infidel, worse than the Devil himself, to believ^e ; or else thou takest not the right method of healing th}^ conscience wounded for sin, and laying a sure bottom for solid peace in thy bosom; prayers and tears, good works and duties, these are not to be neglected ; nay, thou canst never have peace without them, yet these do not, cannot procure this peace for thee, because they cannot obtain thy peace with God ; and peace of conscience is nothing but the echo of pardoning mercy, which sounding in the conscience brings the soul into a sweet rest with the pleasant music it makes. And the echo is but the same voice repeated; so that if prayers and tears, good duties and good works, cannot procure our peace of pardon, then not our peace of comfort.    Remember I said, you can never have  inward 
peace 
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peace without these ; and yet not have it hy these. A wound ^vould hardly ever cure, if not wrapt up from the open air, and a!so kept clean ; yet not these^ but the balm cures it. C'ra.je therefore not from praying, or any other holy exercise of grace or duty ; but from expecting thy peace and comfort to grow from their root, or else thou shuttest thyseif out from having any benefit of that true peace which the gospel offers. The one resists the other, like those two famous rivers in Germany^ whose streams when thev m(^et, will not mingle together. Gospel-peace will not mingle and incorporate with any other: thou must drink it pure and unmixed, or have none at ail. Wt (saith holy Taul for himself, and all other sincere believers) are the Circumcision, which worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jems, and have no confidence in the flesh, Phil.' iii. 3. As if he had said, we are not short of any in holy duties and services ; nay, we exceed them, for we worship God in the Spirit; but this is not the tap from whence ^ye draw our joy and comfort; we rejoice in Christ Jesus, not in th& flesh, where that which he called worshiping God in the Spirit, now in opposition to Christ, and rejoicing in him, he calls flesh. 
SECT. IV. 
Fourthly, They are to be reproved from hence, who Ao indeed use the balm of the gospel, for the healing of conscience-wounds ; but they use it very uuevangelically. The matter they bottom their peace and comfort on, is right and good, Christ and the mercy of God through him in the promise to poor sinners; what can be said better .? But they do not observe gospel rule and order in the applying it. They snatch the promise presumptuously, force and ravish it, rather than seek to have Christ's consent; like Saul, who was in such haste, that he could not stay till Samuel came to sacrifice for him, but boldly falls to work before he comes ; flat against order given him. Thus many are so hot upon having comfort, that they will not stay for the Spirit of God to come and sprinkle their consciences with the blood of Christ in gospel order; but profanely do it themselves, by applyino the comfort of those promises which indeed at pre
Vol. III. L sent 
sent does not belong to them.    O sirs, can this do weJl in the end ?  should he  consult well for  his health, that will not stay  for the   Doctor^ direction, but runs into the Jpothtcarys shop, and on his own head takes his physic without the counsel of the Fkyncian, how to prepare it, or himself, for the taking of it?    Tiiis every profane wretch doth that lives  in sin, and yet   sprinkles himself with the   blood of Christ, and blessetK himself in the pardoning mercy of God ; but let such know, that as the biood of the Paschal Lamb, was not struck on the Es^yptia-n's doors^ but the Israelite's ; so neither is the blood or Curist to be sprinkled on the obstinate sinner, but sincere penitent.    Nav further, as that blood was not to be s])ilt on the thresh-hold of an Israeiite^s door, where it might be trampled on, but on the side posts ; so neither is the blood of Christ to be applied to the believer himself, while be lies in any sm unrepented of, for his present comfort.    This were indeed to throw it under his foot to be trod upon.    David   confesseth  his sin  with shame, be= fore Nathan comforts him with the news of a pardon. 
CHAP. X. 
TFhere we have a trial of our Peace from four Characters of Gqspel-peace or Comfort. 
Vie S.JLiET this doctrine be a touchstone to tr}^ the trutl^ of your peace and comfort; hath it a gospel-stamp upon it; put thyself therefore to the trial, while I shall lay before you some charSjCters of the peace that Christ in his gospel speaks to his people. 
First, Gospel-comfort may be known by the vessel it is poured into, which is a broken heart, The promise is superscribed by name to such, and such only, Isa. Ivii. 15. / dwell hi the high and holy place ; ivith him aho that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to rsvive the heart of the contrite ones, Christ's commission from bis fatlier binds him up ; he can comfort 
none 
THE GOSPEL OF PEACE. 83 hone besides, Isai. Ixi. 1. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek, he hath sent me to hind up the brokenhearted; and what he receives himself from the Father, the same he i^ives to those he sends upon the same errand. First, His Spirit, concerninjr whom he tells his disciples, that the Comforter zohen he is come, shall convince of sin, of righte^ ousness, and of judgment, John xvi. 7. Mark, first of sin and as for his inferior messengers, thev have direction to whom they are to apply the comforts of the gospel, W. XXXV. 3. Strengthen i/e the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees; say to them that are of a fearful heart, bestron<f, fear not. And upon their peril be it, if they pour this ointment upon the head of a sirmer; to give such any comfort, ^y promising life to him as he is, God protests against it; he calls it a lie ; -a. strengthening the hands of the wickedand as much as in them lies, by blowing him up with a comfort, to make sure that he shall never have the true peace. 
Thus you see the order of the gospel in comforting souls. As in needle-work, the sad ground work is laid before the beautiful colours; as the statuary cuts and carves his statute before he gilds it; so doth the Spirit of Christ begin with sadness^ ends in joy ; first cuts and wounds, then heals and overlays the soul with comfort and peace. I hope you do not think I limit the holy one in his workings to the same degree and measure in all. I have opened my thoughts in another place concerning this: but so far the convincing humbling work of the Spirit goes in every soul before peace and comfort comes, as to empty the soul of all her false comforts and confidences which she had laid up; that the heart becomes like a vessel whose bottom is beat out, and all the water it held, thereby spilt and let out; the sins it loved, now it hates ; the hopes and comforts it pleased itself with they are gone, and the creature left in a desolate, solitary condition t no way now it sees, but perish it must, except Christ be her friend, and interpose betwixt Hell and it; to him she therefore makes her moan, as willing to follow his counsel, and to be ordered by his direction, as every patient was by his physician, of whose skill and care he is thoroughly satisfied; this I call the br9ken heart, which if you be wholly a stranger to, rest not. Doth your lifrht arise out of darkness ?    Is your peace the issue of a soul
L 2 conflict 
conflict and trouble ? Did you bleed before you were healed ? You may hope it is a kindly work of God's gracious spirit; make much of it, and bless thy God that hath given this wine to cheer thy sad heart. But if thou commencest per saltion, hast thy wine before thy pots were filled with water ? Thy morning come before thou hast thy evening ; thy peace be settled before thy false peace is broken ; thy conscience sound and whole before it is lanced^ and the putrid stuff of thy pride, carnal confidence, and other sins thou hast lived in, be let out, thou mayest have some ease for a while; but know it, the Lord Jesus denies it to be his cure. The strong mail's house is kept in peace, Luke xi. 21. as well as the good man^s. It requires more power to work true sorrow, than false joy and peace ; a happier man thou w^ouldst be, if mourning in the distress of a troubled conscience, than dance about this idol, peace, which the Devil, thy sworn enemy, mocks thee with. 
Setondly, Gospel-peace is obtained in a gospel-way, and that is two-fold. 
First, In a way of obedience and holy walking. Gal. vi. 16. ^s many as walk hy this rule, peace he on them. Now this rule you may see, 'ver. \.5. to be the rule of the nex<$ creature. And what is that, but the holy rule of the word ? to which the principles of grace, planted in the soul of a believer, are so fitted, that there is not a more natural agreement betvvdxt the eye and light, than betwixt the disposition of this new nature in a Saint^ and the rule of holiness in the word. Now, it is not enough for one to be a new creature, and to have a principle of grace in his bosom, but he must actually walk by this rule, or else he will be to seek for true peace in his conscience. No comfort in the Saints is to be found, but v/bat the comforter brings. And he who commands us to zcithdraw from them (though our brethren) that zcalk disorderly, 2 Thess. iii. 9- will himself surely withdraw from such, and with-hold his comforts so long as they are disorderly walkers; which they are as long as they walk beside this rule. And therefore if thou be such an one, say not the Spirit brought thy comfort to thy hand, for he would not bid thee good speed in an evil way : No, he hath been v/ithdrawn as a comforter ever since thou hast withdrawn thy foot from walking by the holy rule. All thy peace which thou pretendest to have in this time, is base born, and 
thou 
thou hast more cause to be ashamed of it^ than glory in it. It is httle credit to the wife, that she hath a child when her liusband is abroad, and cannot father it; and as little to pretend to comfort, when the Spirit of Christ w^ill notowai it. 
Secondly, Gospel-peace is given into the soul in a way of duty, and close attendance on God in his ordinances. Now the Lord of peace give you peace alzoays, by all meam, 2 Thess. iii, 16. That is^ bless all means for comforting and filling your souls with inward peace, so that he that drives no trade in ordinances^ and brags of his peace and comfort, speaks enough to bring the truth of it into suspicion in the thoughts of sober Christians. I know God can by immediate illapses of his spirit comfort the Christian, and save him the labour of hearing, praying, meditating ; but where did he say he would ? Why may we not expect a harvest, as ■well without sowing and plowing, as peace without using the means ? If we were like Israel in the w ilderness, in such a state and posture, wherein the means is cut from us, and not by pride or sloth put from us, as sometimes it is the Christian's condition; he is sick, and knocked off' from ordinances, or by some other providence he is shut out from the help of these means. Now I should not wonder to see comfort lie as thick in his soul, as manna about the Israelites tents; but as God would not rain bread any longer, when once they had corn, of which, with their labour, they might make bread, Josh. v. 11, 12. so neither will the Lord comfort by a miracle, when the soul may have it in an ordinance. God could have taught the Eunuch, and satisfied him with light from Heaven, and never have sent Philip to preach to him. But he chuseth to do it out of Philip's mouth, rather than immediately^ out of his own, no doubt to put honour cm. his ordinance. 
Thirdly, Gospel-peace in the conscience: It is strengthening and restorative ; it makes the Christian strong to fight against sin and Satan ; the Christian is revived, and finds his strength come, upon a little tasting of this honey : But what a slaugliter doth he make of his spiritual enemies, when he hath a full meal of this honey, a deep draught of this wine ? now he goes like a giant, refreshed with wine, into the field against them. No lust can stand before him; it makes him strong to work. O! l)Ow Paul laid about him for Christ; he laboured more abundantly than them all.    The good man 
remembered 
remembered what a wretch he once was, and what mercy he had obtained : The sense of this love of God lay so glowing at his heart, that it fired him with a zeal for God above his fellow-apostles. This made holy David pray so hard to drink ag^ain of this wine, which so long had been locked up from him. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and vpkohl me rath thy free Spirit: Then I zmU teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto thee, Psalm ]i. I'i, 13. Pray mark, it v. as not his palate after the sweet taste of this wine of comfort, that was the only or chief reason why he so longed for it; but the admirable virtue he knew in it, to spirit and impower him with zeal for God; whereas the false peace and comfort of hypocrites is more heady than hearty ; it leaves th<?m as weak as they were before • yea, it lies rotting, like unwholsome food in the stomach, and leaves a surfeit in their souls, which soon breaks out in loose practices. Thieves commonly spend their money as ill as they get it; and so do hypocrites and formalists their stolen comforts; stay but a httle, and you shall find them feasting some lust or other with them. I have peace offerings with me (saith the religious whore, the hypocritical harlot )"//??s day I have paid my votes, therefore came I forth to meet thee, Prov. vii. 14, 15 ; she pacifies her conscience, and comforts herself v.ith this religious service she performs; and now having, as she thought, quit scores with God, she returns to her own lustful trade; yea, emboldens herself from this in her wickedness ; Therefore came I forth to meet thee ; as if she durst not have played the whore with man, till she had played the hypocrite with God, and stopped the mouth of her conscience with her peace offering. Look, therefore, I beseech you, very carefully what effect youf peace and comfort have in your hearts and lives. Are you the more humble or proud for your comfort? Do you walk more closely or loosely after your peace ? How stand you lo duties of vrorship? Are you made more ready for commu** nion with God in them. ? Or do you grow strange to, and un* frequent in them ? Have 3^ou more quickening in them, or he more formal and lifeless under them ? In a word, can j^ou shew that grace and peace grow in thee alike ? Or, doth the one less appear, since thou dost more pretend to the other ? By this thou mayest know whether thy peace comes from 
th€ 
the peace-maker, or peace-marrer, from the God of truth, x>i father of hes. 
Fourthly, Gospel-peace comforts the soul, and that strongly, when it hath no other comfort to mingle with it. It is a cordial rich enough itself, and needs not any other ingredient to be compounded with it. David singles God out by himself; Whom have I in Heavtn but ihee? arid there is none on earth that J desire besides thee. Psalm Ixxiii. 25- Give David but his God, and let who will take all besides; let him alone to live comfortably, may he but have his love and favour. Hence it is that the Christian's peace pays him in the greatest revenues of joy and comfort, \vher\ outward enjovments contribute least, yea, nothing at all, but bring in trouble. But David encouraged himself in his God, \ Sam. XXx. 6. vou know when that was ; if Davids peace had not been right and sound, he would have been more troubled to think of God at such a time, than of all his other disasters. Great peace have they which love thy Lauj, and ^othing shall offend them, Psalm cxix. 165. This distinguisheth the Saint's peace both from the worldling's and the hypocrite's. 
First, From the worldling's: His peace and comfort, poor wretch, when poverty, disgrace, sickness, or any thing else crosseth him, in that which he fondly doted on, then his night is come, and day shut up in dismal darkness. In •which respect it is, that Christ opposeth his peace to the world's, John xiv. 27. WLy peace I give unto you, not as the 7€orld giveth, give I unto you ; let not your heart he troubled, neither let it be afraid. Pray mark^ Christ is laying in arguments of comfort for his disciples against his departure, which he knew would go so near their hearts. One is taken from the difference of that peace and comfort wdiich he leaves them, from what the world gives; as if he had said, If the peace and comfort you have from me, lay in such things as the world's peace is made up of, plenty, ease, outward prosperity, and carnal joy, truly then you had reason to be the greatest mourners at my funeral, that ever followed a friend to the grave ; for after my departure, you are like to have none of these ; nay, rather expect trouble and persecution. But know, the peace I left with you, is not in your houses, but hearts;, the comfort I give yoa lies not in silver and g^old, but in pardon of sin, hopes of glory and inward consolations 
lations, which the comforter, that is to come from me to dwell with you, shall, upon my appointment, pay into your l)osomsf and this shall out-hve all the world's joy. This is soch a legacy as never any left their children. Many a father dying, hath^ in a farewell speech to his children, wished them all peace and comfort when he should be dead and gone ; but who besides Jesus Christ could send a comforter into their hearts^ and thrust peace and comfort into their bosoms ? 
Again^ It distinguisheth the true Christian's peace from the hypocrite's, who, though he pretends to place his comfort, not in creatures, but in God; and seems to take joy in tl>e interest, which he lays claim to have in Christ and the precious promises of the gospel; 3'et when it comes indeed to the trial, that he sees all his creature-comforts gone, and not hke to return (which at this time had his heart, though be would not it should be thought so), and now^ he sees he must to another world, to stand or fall eternally, as he shall then be found in God's own scrutiny to have been sincere or false-hearted to Christ and his grace; truly then his thoughts recoil, his conscience flies in his face, and reproacheth him for spiritual forgery? Does thy peace go with thee just to the prison door, and there leave thee ? Art thou confident thy sins are pardoned all the while thou art in health and strength ; but as soon as ever the serjeant knocks at the door to speak with thee (death I mean), then thy thoughts alter, and thy conscience tells thee, he comes to prove thee a liar in thy pretended peace and joy : This is a sad symptom. I know, indeed, that the time of affliction is a trying-time to grace that is true; the sincere Christian for a while may, like a valiant soldier, be beat from hisartiller}^, and the enemy, Satan, may dispossess him of his peace and confidence ; yea, so far have some precious Saints been carried down the stream of violent temptations, as to question whether their former comforts were from the holy Spirit the Comforter, or the evil Spirit the deceiver ; yet there is great difference between the one and the other. 
First, They differ in their causes, this darkness Avhich sometimes is upon the sincere Christian's spirit in deep distress, comes from the withdrawing of God's lightsome countenance ; but the horror of the other, from his own guilty conscience, that before was lulled asleep with prosperity^ 
but 
but now being awakened by the hand of God on him, doth accuse iiim to have been false with God in the whole course of his profession. It is true some particular guilt may be contracted by the Christian through negUgence, or strong temptation in his Christian course ; for which his conscience may accuse him, and may farther imbitter the present desertion he is in so far, from those miscarriages to fear his sincerity in the rest, though he hath no reason to do it: but his conscience cannot charge him of any hypocritical design, to have been the spring that hath set him on work through the whole course of his profession. 
Secondly, There is something concomitant with theChris^ tian's present darkness of spirit, that distinguisheth it from the hypocrite's horror; and that is the lively working of grace, which then commonly is very visible, when his peace and former comfort are most questioned by him: The less joy he hath from any present sense of the love of God, the more abounding you shall find him in sorrow for his sin, that clouded his joy ; the further Ciirist is gone out of his sight, the more he clings in his love to Christ, and vehemently cries after him in prayer, as we see in Heman, Psalm Ixxxviii, 13. Unto thee have levied, O Lord, and in the morning $hall my prayer prevent thee. O ! the fervent prayers that then are shot from his troubled spirit to Heaven, the pangs of affection, v/hich are springing after God, his face and favour ! Never did a banished child more desire admittance into his angry father's presence, than he to have the hght of God's countenance shine on him, which is now vailed from him. Oh! how he searchetb his heart, studies the Scripture, wrestles with God for to give him that grace, the nonevidence of which, at present, makes him so question the comforts he hath formerly had; might he but have true grace, he will not fall out with God for want of comfort, though he stays for it till the other world. Whereas the hypocrite, in the midst of all his horror, doth not, cannot (till he hath a better heart put into his bosom) cordially love ov desire grace and holiness for any intrinsical excellency in itself, only as an expedient for escaping the tormentor's hand, which he sees he is now falling into. 
They differ in the issue. The Christian, he, hke q star in the Heavens, wades through the cloud that, for a time, hides his comfort ; but the other, like a meteor in the air, blazeth 
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a little, and then drops into some ditch or other, where it is quenched ; Prov. xiii. 9. The light of the righteous rejoiceth, but the lamp (or candle^ as in the Hebrew) of the zcicked is put out; the sincere Christian's joy and comfort is compared there to the light of the sun, that is climbing higher, while it is muffled up with the clouds from our eye ; and by and by, when it breaks out more gloriously, doth rejoice over those mists and clouds that seemed to obscure it; but the joy of the wicked, hke a candle, wastes and spends, being fed with gross fuel of outward prosperity, which in a short time fails, and the wretch's comfort goes out in a snuff at last, past all hope of being lighted again. The Christian's trouble of spirit again is compared to a fainting fit, which he within awhile recovers, Psalm xl. A qualm comes over the holy man's heart, from the thoughts of his sins in the day of his great distress, ver. 12. Innumerable evils have compassed me about; mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that lam not able to look up ; they are more than the hairs of my head, therefore my heart jaileth me. But before the Psalm is at an end, after a few deep groans in prayer (ver. 13. 14.) he comes again to himself, and acts his faith strongly on God, ver. 17. Yet the Lord thinketh on me, thou art my helper and my deliverer. But the hypocrite's confidence and hope, when once it begins to sink and faulter, it dies and perisheth, Job xi. 20. The eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not escape ; their hope shall be as the giving up of the ghost. 
CHAP. XL 
That the Gospel alone can unite the hearts of Men together in true Peace, and how the Gospel doth it. 
E come now to the third kind of peace, which I call a peace of love and unity.    A heavenly grace this, whereby 
the 
the minds and hearts of men, that even now jarred and rang backwards, are made tuneable to each other, so as to chime all in to an harmonious consent and concord among themselves. Thus peace in Scripture is frequently taken, Mar. ix. 50. Heb. xiii, 14. 1 Thess. v. 13. Now the gospel is a gospel of peace, if tak-en in this notion also, which we shall briefly speak to from this note. 
That the gospel, and only the s^ospel, can knit the hearts and rninds ot men together in a solid peace and love. This, next to the reconciling us to God and ourselves, is especially designed by Christ in the gospel; and truly those without this, would not fill up the Saints happiness, except God should make a Heaven for every Christian by himself to live in. John Baptisfs ministry, which was, as it were, the pre-* face to, and brief contents of the gospel, was divided into these two heads ; To turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their Godj Luke i. 16. and to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, ver. 17 ; that is, to make them friends with God and one another. This is the natural effect of the gospel, where it is powerfully and sincerely embraced ; to unite and endear the hearts of men and women in love and peace together, how contrary soever they were before. This is the strange Metamorphosis which the Prophet speaks shall be under the gospel, Isaiah xi. 8. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard lie down zmih the kid; that is^ men and women, between whom there was as great feud and enmity as is betwixt those creatures ; they shall yet sweetly agree, and lie in one another's bosoms peaceably; and how all this, but by the efficacy of the gospel on their hearts; so ver. 9. For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, Indeed it is in the dark when men fight, and draw upon one another in wrath and fury : if gospel-lioht comes once savingly in, the sword will soon be put up ; the sweet Spirit of love will not suffer these doings w^here he dwells ; and so peculiar is this blessing to the gosp-el, that Christ appoints it for the badge and cognizance by which they should not only know one another, but even strangers should be able to know them from any other sect of men in the world, John xiii. 35. Bt/ thi^shall all men know that ye are my disciples^ that ye love one another; a nobleman's servant is known as far as he can well be seen, by the coat on his back; so, saith Christ, shall all men kagw you, by your 
M 2 tual 
mutual love. If we would judge curiously of wine, what is its natural relish, \ve must taste of it, before it comes into the huckster's hands, or after it is refined from its lees ; so the best w^ay to judge of tTie gospel, and the fruit it bears, is to taste of it either when it was professed and embraced with most simplicity, and that was without doubt in the fi'rst promulgation ; or, secondly, when it shall have its full effect on the hearts of men, and that is in Heaven ; in both these, though chiefly the last, this peace Vv^ill appear to be the natural fruit of the gospel^ 
Firsts When the gospel was first preached and embraced, what a sweet harmony of peace, and admiraWe unity of heart was thpn amongst the hol}^ professors of it, who but a while before were either mere strangers to, or bitter enemies one against another ? they lived and loved, as if each Christian's heart had forsaken his own, to creep into his brother's bosom. They alienated their estates, to keep their love entire ; they could give their bread out of their own mouths, to put it into their brethrens that were hungry ; yea, when their love to their fellow Christians was most costly and heavy, it was least grudged and felt by them ; see those blessed souls^ Acts ii. 46. They sold theij'possessions and goods, and parted to all men, as ever if one had need ; and they continuing daily zcith one accord in the Temple, and breaking of bread from house to house, did eat their bread with gladness, and singleness of hearty Yea, they are more merry, they are merry now they have been emptying of their bags by charity, than if they haij come from fiilling them by worldly traffick. So notorious ^as the love of Christians in the primitive times, that the very Heathens would point at them, as Tertullian saith, and say See how they love one another ; and therefore, if less love, and peace be found now amongst Christians, the blame lies not on the gospel, but them ; the gospel is as peaceful, but they are minus Evangelici, less evangelical, as w^e  shall further   shew 
Secondly, Look on the gospel in the accomplishment of all in Heaven ; when the hearts of Saints shall be truly gospelized, and the promises concerning tbe peaceable state of Saints have their full accomplishment; then above all, this peace of the gospel will appear. Here it is put out and in, like a budding flower in the spring, which one 
warm 
warm day opens a little, and another that is cold and sharp, shuts again. The silence in this lower Heaven, the chuicli on the earth, is but for the space of half an hotir, Bev. viii. 1. Nou' there is love and peace among Christians; anon scandals are given^ and differences arise, which drive this sweet spring back ; but in Heaven it is full blown, and so continues to eternity. There dissenting brethren are made thorough-friends, never to fall out ; there, not only ithe wound of contention is cured, but the scar which is here oft left upon the place, is not to be seen on the face of Heaven's peace, to disfigure the beauty of it, which m^.de that German divine so long to be in Heaven, ^vhere, said he, Luther and Zuinglius are perfectly agreed, though they could not on earth. 
But I come to give some particular account how the gospel knits the hearts and minds of men in peace together, and why the gospel alone can do this ; while 1 clear one^ I shall the uther also. 
First, This gospel knits the hearts of men together, as it propounds powerful arguments for peace and unity; ajid indeed such as are found no where else. It hath cords of love to draw and bind souls together, that were never weaved in nature's loom ; such as we may run through all the lopicks of morality, and meet with none of them, being all supernatural, and of divine revelation, Eph. iy. 3. The Apostle exhorts them to keep the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace. And how doth he persuade them, ver. 4, 5, 6, 7. First, there is ene body, but such an one as natu^ rat Philosophy treats not of; but'a mystical one, the Churchy which consists of several Saints, as the natural body of several members ; and as it were strange to see one member to fall out w^ith another, which are all preserved in life by their union together ; so much more in the mystical body. J gain, one spirit, that is the same holy Spirit, which quickens ail that are true Saints, and is to the whole number of Saints, as the soul is to the whole man, informing every part. Now as it were a prodigious violence to the law of nature, if the members by an intestine war among themselves, should drive the soul out of the body, which gives life to them in union together ; so much more "would it be for Christians to force the holy Spirit from them, by their contentions and strifes;   as indeed a wider door 
cannot 
cannot easily be opened for him to go out at. Again, it presseth unity, from the one hope of our calling, where hope is put pro re sperata; the bliss we all hope for in Heaven ; there is a day coming, and it cannot be far from us, in which we shall meet lovingly in Heaven, and sit at one feast, without grudging one to see what lieth on another's trencher; full fruition of God shall be the feast, and peace and love the sweet music that shall sound to it; and what folly is it for us to fight here, who shall feast there ? draw blood of one another here, that shall so quickly he in each other's bosoms? >iow the gospel invites to this feast, and calls us to this hope. I might run through the other particulars, which are all as purely evangelical as these, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, but enough to have given 5^ou a taste. 
Secondly, The gospel doth this, as it takes away the caase of that feud and enmity, which is among the sons and daughters of men, and they chiefly two. The curse of God on them, and their own lusts in them. 
First, The feud and hostility that is among men and women, is part of that curse which lies on njankind for his apostacy from God. We read, Gen. ili. 17- how the ground was cursed for man's sake ; Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee, (saith God.) But a far greater curse it was, that one man should become as a thorn and briar to fetch blood from another. Some have a fancy, that the Rose grew in paradise without prickles. To be sure man, had he not sinned, should never have been such a pricking briar as now the best of them is. These thorns that come up so thick in man's quarrelsome nature, what do they speak, but the efficacy of God's curse ? The first man that was born in the world, proved a murderer : and the first that died, went to his grave by that bloody murderer's hand ; may we not wonder as much at the power of God's curse on man's nature, that appeared so soon in Cain's malicious heart, as they did at the sudden withering of the figti'ce blasted by Christ's curse ? And truly, it was but just with God, to mingle a preverse spirit among them, who liad expresssd so false an one to him. They deserved to be confounded in their language-, and suffered to bite and devour one another, who durst make an attempt upon God himself, by their disobedience ; very observable is that in 
Zcch. 
Zech. xi. 10. compared with the fourteenth. When once the stajf of beauty, ver. 10. (which represented God*s covenant with the Jews) was asunder, then presently the s,taff of hands (which signified the brotherhood between Judah and Jerusalem) was cut a sunder also. When a people hreak covenant with God, they must not expect peace among themselves : It is the wisdom of a Prince, if he can, to find his enem}^ work at home. As soon as man fell out with God, behold there is a fire of war kindled at his own door, in his own nature. No more bitter enemy now to mankind, than itself. One man is a wolf, a devil to another. Now before, there can be any hope of true solid peace among men, this curse must be reversed ; and the gospel, and onW the gospel can do that, where an expedient is found how the quarrel betwixt God and the sinner may be reconciled ; which done, the curse ceaseth. A curse is a judiciary doom, whereby God in wrath condemns his rebel creature to something that is evil. But there is no condemnation to him that is in Christ. The curse is gone, no arrow now in the bow of threatening ; that was shot into Christ's heart, and can never enter into the believer's ; God may whip his people, by some unbrotherly unkindness they receive one from another's hands, by way of fatherly chastisement, (and indeed it is as sharp a rod as he can use in his discipline) the more to make them sensible of their falling out with him. But the curse is gone, and they under a promise of enjoying peace and unity, w hich they shall, when best for them. 
Secondly, The eternal cause of all the hostility and feud that is to be found amongst men, is lust; that this is the principle and root that bears all the bitter fruit of strife and contention in the world. James iv 1. From whence come wars and fightings among you ? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members ? This breaks the peace with God, ourselves, and others. If there be a fiery exhalation wrapped up in the cloud, we must expect thunder and lightening to follow : if lust be in the heart, it w ill vent itself, though it rends peace of familj^, church and kingdom. Now, before there can be a foundation for a firm solid peace, these unruly lusts of men must be taken down. What peace and quiet can there be, while pride, envy, ambition, malice, and such like lusts^ continue to 
sit 
sit in the throne, and hurry men at their pleasure ? Neither will it be enough for the procuring peace, to restrain these unruly passions, and bind them up forcibly; if peace be not made between the hearts of men. it is worth nothing. The chain that ties up the mad dog, will in time wear ; and so will all the cords break, by which men seem at present so strongly bound together, if they be not tied by the heart-strings, and the grounds of the quarrel be there taken away. Now the gospel, and only the gospel, can help us to a plaister, that can draw out of the heart the very core of contention and strife. Hear the Apostle, telling us how himself, and others, his fellow Saints, got cured of that malicious hearty which once they were in bondage to. Tit. iii. 3. We ourselves were sointtimes foolish and disobedient, serving divers lusts and pleasures ; living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. Well, what was the physic thai recoveered them ? See ver. 4. But after the kindness and love of God our Saviour towards man appeared, not hi/ zoorks of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us by the washing ofrecreneration, and renezmng of the Holy Ghost. As if he had said, had not this love of God to us in Christ appeared, and we been thus washed by his regenerating Spirit, we might have lain to this day under the power of those lusts, for all the help that any other could atford us. Mortification is a work of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 13. If through the Spirit ye mortify the deeds of the flesh, ye shall live. And the gospel is the sacrificing knife in the hand of the Spirit ; the word is called the Sword of the Spirit, as that which he useth to kill and slay sin within the hearts of his people. 
Thirdly, As the gospel lays the axe to the root of bitterness and strife, so it fills the hearts of those that embrace it, with such gracious principles, as incline to peace and unity ; such are Self-dtnial, that prefers another in honour before himself, and will not justle for the wall. Long-suffering, m a;race which is not easily moved and provoked ; Gentleness, which if moved by any wrong, keeps the doors open for oeace to come in at again, and makes him easy to be intreated. See a whole bundle of these sweet herbs growing in one bed. Gal. v. 22. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, goodness, faith, meekness. Mark, I pray, this is not fruit that grows on every hedge, but fruit 
of 
of the Spirit : Fruit that springs from gospel-seed. As the stones in the quarry, and cedars as they grow in the wood, would never have lain close and comely together in the Temple ; so neither could the one cut and polish, nor the other hew and carve themselves into that fitness and beauty, which they all had in that stately fabrick ; no, that was the work of men gifted of God for that purpose ; neither can men, and women, with all their skill and tools of morality, square and frame their hearts, so as to fall in lovingly together into one holy Temple : This is the work of the Spirit, and that also with this instrument, and chissel of the gospel, to do, partly by cutting off the knottiness of our churlish natures, by his mortifying grace ; as also carving, polishing, and smoothing them, with those graces which are the emanations of his own sweet, meek and holy Spirit. 
CHAP. XII. 
IVherein it is shexvn the Difference between the Peace that is among Saints, and which is amotig the fVicked. The Greatness of the Sin of Ministers of Peace, who stir up Strife: and the Reason why there is no more Peace and Unity among Saints in this Life. 
Use 1. Jl HIS helps us what to think of that peace and love, which sometimes is found among the wicked. It is not true peace, and solid love, because they are strangers to the gospel, which alone can unite hearts together. What then, shall we call this their peace ? In some it is a mere conspiracy. Say ye not confederacy to all them, to whom this people shall say confederacy, Isa. viii. 12. The peace of some is rather founded in wrath to the Saints, than love among themselves. They are united, but how ? no Vol. IIL N other 
other way than Sampson's foxes, to do mischief to others, rather than good to themselves. Two dogs that are worrying one another, can leave off to run hoth after a hare that comes by them; who, when the chase is over, can at it as tiercelv as before. In the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together, for before they zcere at enmity between tkejtisehes, Luke xxiii. 1'2. Again, the peace and unity of others is founded upon some base lust that ties them together; thus shall you see a knot of good lellows, as they miscall themselves, with abundance of seen)ing content in one another ; and a pack of thieves, when upon a wicked design, jug and call one another together (as partridges their fellows) saying. Come with ns, cast in thy lot among 7is, lei us all have one purse^ Prov. i. 14. Here now is peace and unity ; but alas ! they are only brethren in iniquity' Thirdly, where it is not thus gross, as it cannot indeed be denied, but there are some that never felt the power of the gospel, so as to be made new creatures by it, who yet hold very fair quarter one v/ith another, and correspond together; and that not on so base and sordid an account, among whom such offices of love are reciprocated, as do much sweeten their lives, and endear them one to another; and for this they are m^uch beholden to the gospel, which doth civilize oft, where it doth not sanctify. But this is a peace so fundamentally defective, that it doth not deserve the name of true peace. 
First, It is superficial and external, not inward and cordial; we may say, rather their lusts are chained from open war, than their hearts changed into inward love. As the beasts agree in tlie ark pretty well, yet keep their hostile, nature, so do unregenerate men. 
Secondly, It is unsanctified peace. First, because while they seem to have peace with one another, they have not peace with God ; and it is jjeace with God takes away the curse. Secondly, because it proceeds from unsanctified hearts : it is the altar that sanctifies the gift; the heart, the unit}", Amicitia non est nisi inter bonos. A Heathen could ^ay, true love and friendship can only be between good men; but alas he knew not what made a good man. When God intends in mercy to make the hearts of men one, he he tet makes them new, Ezek. xi. 19 Jnd 1 zcill give them, one heart, and I uHl put a  nezv spirit within you; 
the 
the peace of the right kind, is a fruit of the Spirit, and that sanctifies before it unites. Third!i/i because the end that all sjch propound in their love is carnal, not spiritual. As Austin did not admire Cicero for his eloquence and oratory so much, as he did under\^alue and pity him, because the name of Jesus Christ was not to be found in him. Is it his giorv thev aim at ? ^ Christ's commands that binds them to peace ? No, alas ! here is the still voice, but God is not in it; their own quiet and carnal advantage is the primum mobile; pence and unity are sucb good guests, and pay so Avell for their entertainment, that this makes men Avho have no grtice, if they have but their wits left, desirous to keep up an external pe^ce among themselves. 
In a word, it is a peace that will not long last, because it ■wants a strong cement: stones may a while lie together without mortar, but not long. The only lasting cement for love, is the blood of Christ, as Austin saith of his friend Alypius, and himself, they were sanguine Christi glutinati. 
Use 2. Is the gospel a gospel of peace in this sense, as taken for unity and love? This dips their sin into a deep dye, who abuse the gospel to a quite contrary end ; and make it their instrument to promote strife and contention; such the Apostle speaks of, Phil. i. \5. Some indeed preach Christ out of envy and strife. The gospel of peace is a strange text, one would think, to preach division, and raise stnfe from, and the pulpit as strange a mount for to plant the battering pieces of contention on. O bow strangely do these men forget their Lord that sent them, who is a Prince of peace, and their work, which is not to blow a trumpet of sedition and confusion, or sound an alarm to battle, but rather a joyful retreat from the bloody fight, wherein their lusts had engaged them against God and one another ! Indeed, there is a war they are to proclaim, but it is only against sin and Satan, and I am sure we are not fit to march out against them, till we can agree among ourselves. What would the Prince think of that Captain, who instead of encouraging his soldiers to fall on with united forces, as one man against tne common enemy, should make a speech to set the soldiers together by the ears among themselves > surely he would hang him up for a traitor. Good w^as Luther's prayer, From a vain-glorious Doctor^ a contentious Pastor^ and nice questions, the Lord deliver his Church.---' And we in these sad times have reason to say as hearty an 
N 2 Amen 
Amen to it as any since his age. Do we not live in a time •when the church is turned into a Sophister's school ? where such a wrangling and jangling hath been, that the most precious truths of the gospel are lost already to many, whose eyes are put out with the dust these contentions have raised, and they have at last disputed themselves out of all their sober principles. Woe to such men who have prostituted the gospel to such devilish ends. God may have mercy on the cheated souls to bring them back to the love of the truth ; but for the cheaters, they are gone too far towards Hell, that we cannot look for their return. 
Use 3, This gives us the reason w^hy there is no more peace and unity among Saints themselves ; the gospel cannot be faulted, that breathes peace. No, it is not because they are gospellers, but because they are but imperfectly gospellized, that they are not more peaceful; the more they partake of the spirit of the gospel, the less wdll they be haunted with the evil spirit of contention and strife. The best of Saints are in part unevangelical in two particulars, from which comes all the unkind quarrelings, and unbrotherly contests among them. 
First, In their judgments: They know hut in part, and prophesy hut inpart, 1 Cor. xiii. 9. He that pretends more boasts without his measure, and doth thereby discover what he denies—his ignorance. And this defect in the Saint's judgment, exposeth them sometimes to drink in principles that are not evangelical. Now these are they that make the bustle, and disturb their peace and unity. All truth is reducible to an unity ; like lines they lovingly meet in one center, the God of truth ; and so far fromjustling and clashing, that (as stones in an arch) they uphold one another. And they which so sweetly agree in one, cannot learn us to divide. No, it is this stranger, error, that creeps in among the Saints, and will needs be judge; this breaks the peace, and kindles a fire in tl>e house, that in a while, if let alone, ■will be seen at the house-top. Wholesome food makes no disturbance to a healthful body ; but corrupt food doth presently make the body feverish, and then, when the man is distempered, no wonder if he is pettish and peevish; we have seen it by woeful experience. Those from whom we had nothing but sweetness and love, while they fed on the same dish of gospel-truth with us, how strangely froward are they 
grown, 
grown, since they have taken down some unevangelical and erroneous principles ?    That we know not well how to cavry ourselves towards them, they are so captious and quarreU some ; yea, at the ver}'- hearing of the word, if they have not yet  forgot the way to the ordinance,  what a distasteful i3ehaviour do many of them shew? as if every word went against their stomach.    O Sirs, let us not blame the gospel ; it is innocent to these sad contentions among us.    Paul tells ns whereto find a father for this brat of strife; see at whose door he directs us to lay it, Rom. xvi. 17.    Nozv I beseech you brethren, mark them which came divisions and offences^ contrary to the doctrine ye have learned.    Where I pray observe  how he clears the gospel; they never learned  it in Christ's school ; and then tacitly implies, they have it somewhere  else, from   some false teacher, and  false   doctrine. Mark them, saith he,  as if he had said, observe them well, and you shall  find them  tainted some way or other; they have been warming themselves at Satan's  fire, and from thence have brought a coal with them that does the mischief. Secondly, Christians are in part unevangelical in their hearts and lives.    The whole root of sin is not stubbed up at once, no  wonder some bitter taste remains in the fruit they bear.    Saints in Heaven shall be all grace, and no sia in them ; and then they shall be all love also; but here they are part grace, part corruption, and so their love is not perfect; how can they be fully sodered together in unity never to fall out, as long as they are not fully reconciled to God (in point  of sanctification) but  now   and then  there happens some breaches betwixt them and God himself;  and the less progress the gospel hath made in their hearts to mortify lust, and strengthen grace, the less peace and love is to be  expected among them.    The Apostle concludes from the contentions among the Christians at Corinth, that they were of little growth in grace,  1 Cor. iii 2.    I have fed you with milk,  and not zoith meat; Jor hitherto ye were not  able to hear it, iieither yet nozo are ye able; for ye are yet car~ nal.    Nay,  he conceives this to be so clear evidence, that he appeals to their consciences if it be not so,  ver.  3,— For whereas there is among you envyings, and strife, and divisions,  are ye  not carnal, and zoalk as men^^   But  as grace strengthens, and the gospel prevails on the hearts of Christians, so does love and a spirit of unity increase with 
it. 
it. We say, older and wiser ; though children, when young do scratch and fight, yet when tliey get up into years, they becrin to agree better. Those that are young and weak, are peevish and quarrelsome. Age and strength brings wisdom to overcome those petty difTerences that now cannot be borne. In the controversy between Jbraham and Lot's servants, Abraham who was the elder and stronger Christian, he was most forward for peace, so as to crave it at the hands of his nephew; Faul, who was a Christian higher by the liead than others, O how he exceeded in love ! hesaith of himself, 1 Tim. i. 14. The grace of our Lord is exceeding abundant y with faith and love which is in Jesus Christ : Where, saith master Calvin, Fides incredulitati opponitur; dilectio in Christ0 s(Rxitie, cjuam exercuerat advtrsusjideles. Faith is opposed to his former obstinate unbelief, when a Pharisee ; love in Christ Jesus, to the cruelty he expressed against Christians, when (breathing slaughter) he went on a persecuting errand to Datnascus, Now he was as full of faith, as then of unbelief; now as fire-hot of love to the Saints, as then of cruelty against them. But that I quote chiefly the place for is, to see how this pair of graces thrive and grow too-ether, if abundant in faith, then abundant in love. 
CHAP. XIII. 
Jn Exhortation to the Saints to maintain Peace among themselves, and promote it to their utmost. 
Use 4. It brings a seasonable exhortation to all the Saints, that they would nourish peace among themselves ; you all profess to have been baptized into the spirit of the gospel, but vou do not shew it, when you bite and snarl at one another. The gospel, that makes wolves and lambs agree, doth not teach the lambs to turn wolves, and devour each other. Our Saviour told the two disciples whose choler Mas soon up, that they would be fetching tire from Heaven, to 
go on their revengeful errand ; that they little thoufrht from what hearth that wild-fire of dieir passions came. Ye know not of what spirit ye are of, Luke ix. 56. As if he had said, such fiery wrathful speeches do not suit with the meek master you serve, nor witii the gospel of peace he preached to you. And if the gospel will not allow us to pay our enemies in their own coin, and give them wrath for witith; then much less w^ill it suffer brethren to spit fire at one another's face. No, when any such embers of contention begin to smoak among Christians, we may know who left the spark ; no other but Satan, he is the great kindle coal of all their contentions. If there be a tempest, (not in the air) but in the spirits of Christians, and the wind of their passions be high and load ,• it is easy to tell who is the conjurersPa/// diwA Barnabas ^et out in a calm together, but the Devil sends a storm after them, such a storm as parted them in the midst of their voyage. Acts xv. 39. Jnd the contention xcas so sharp betwixt them, that they parted asunder ofie from the other. There is nothing, (next Christ and Heaven) that the Devil grudged believers more than their peace and mutual love ; if he cannot rend them from Christ, stop them from getting Heaven, yet betakes some pleasure to see them go thither in a storm ; like a shattered fleet severed one from another, that they may have no assistance from, nor comfort of, eacli others company all the way ; though where Ije can divide, he hopes to ruin also, well knowing this to be the most probable means to effect it; one ship is easier taken than a squadron. A town, if it can be but set on fire, the enemy may hope to take it with more ease; let it therefore be ydm' great care to keep the Devil's spark from your powder. Certainly peace among Christians is no small mercy, that the Devil's arrows fly so thick at its breast.— Something I w^ould fain speak to endear this mercy to the people of God. I love I confess a clear and still air, but above all in the church among believers ; and I am made the more sensible w^hat a mercy this would be, by the dismal consequence of these divisions and diflerences, that have for some 3^ears together troubled our air, and filled us with such horror and confusion, that we have not been much unlike that land called Terra delfiigo, the Land of smoke, because of the frequent flashings of lightnings, and abundance of smoke found there ; what can I compare error to, better 
than 
than smoak ? and contention to, than fire? A kind of emblem of Hell itself, where the fiames and darkness meet together to encrease the horror of the place. But to press the exhortation a litte closer, give me leave to provoke you by three arguments to peace and unity. 
SECT. I. 
First, For Christ's sake. And me thinks, when begging for his sake, I should have no nay : When you pray to God, and do but use his name in the business, you are sure to speed. And why should not an exhortation, for.Christ's sake, move your hearts to duty, as a prayer put up by you in his name, moves God's heart to mercy ? Indeed, how canst thou in faith use Christ's name as an argument to unlock God's heart to thee, which hath not so much credit with thyself, as to open thy own heart into a compliance w ith a duty which is so stroT)gl3' set on his heart, tb promote among his people ? As appears, 
First, By the solemn charge he gave his disciples in this particular, John xiii. 34. A ?iew commandment I give unto youy that ye love one another as I have loved you, that ys also love one another, I pray, observe how he prepares their hearts to open readily, and bid this commandment kindly w^elcome; be sets his own name upon it. A new commandment I give unto you: As if he had said, let this command, though as old as any other. Lev. xix. 18. yet go under my name in an especial manner: When I am gone, and the fire of strife begins at any time among you, remember what particular charge I now give you, and let it quench it presently. 
Again, Observe how he delivers this precept, and that is by wav of gift and privilege; a new commandment I give unto you. Indeed, this was Christ's farewel sermon : The very strokings of that milk which he had fed them wath, never dropped a sweeter discourse from his blessed lips ; he saved his best wine till the last: He was now making his will; and, amongst other things he bequeaths his disciples, he takes this commandment, as a father would do his sealring off his finger, and gives it to them.    Again, 
Thirdly,  He doth not barely lay the command before 
them. 
them ; but, to make it the more effectual, he annexeth, in a few words, the most powerful argument why they should, as also the most clear and full direction how they might do this ; As I have lovtdyoii, that ye also love one another, O ! Chriiitians, what may not the love of Christ command you ? If it were to lav down your lives for him that loved you to deatli ? And shall not this his love persuade you to lay down your strifes and divisions ? This speaks enough, how much weight he laid upon this commandment; but then again observe, how Christ, in the same sermon, over and over again, minds them of this ; which, if he had not been very solicitous of, should not have had so large a room in his thoughts then, when he had so little time left, in which he was to crowd and sum up all the heavenly counsel and comfort that he desired to leave with them before his departure ; nay, so great weight he lays on this, that he seems to lock up his own joy and their's together in the care that they should take about this one command of loving one another, John xv. 11. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you; and that your joy might be fall. What these things were, appears by the precedent verse, If ye keep my com^ mandment, ye shall abide in my love. These were the things that he spake of, in order to his joy in them, and their's in him, that they would keep his commandments. Now, to let them know how high a place their obedience to this particular command of love and unity had in his heart, and how eminently it conduced to the continuing his joy in them, and filling up their own ; but instance what he had said, ver. 12. This is my commandment, that ye love one another. Observe still how Christ appropriates this commandment to himself. This is my commandment, as if he would signify to them, that as he had one disciple, who went by the name of the disciple whom Jesus loved, so he would have a darling commandment, in which he takes some singular delight, and that this sliould be it, thtir loving one another. But we are not yet at the last link of this golden chain of Christ's discourse. When he hath put some more warmth into their affections to this duty, by exposing his own love to them in the deepest expression of it, even to die for them, x^er. 13. and tells them he will own them for his friends, as they are careful to observe what he had left in charge v/iththem, ver. 14, Ye are my friends f if ye do whatsoever I command you. And now Vol. III. O taking 
takino: it for granted, that he had prevailed upon them, and they ^vould walk in unity and love as he had commanded them, he cannot conceal the pleasure that he takes therein, yea, and in them for it; ter. 15. he opens his heart to them, and locks no secret from them ; yea, bids them go and open their heart to God, and be free to him as he is to them. ver. 16. And mark from what blessed hour all this familiarity that they are admitted to, bears date.    From henceforth I call not ymi servants, for the servant knowelh not what his Lord doth. 'That is, from the time that you walk dutifully to me,, and lovingly to one another.    One would think now he had said enoup-h, but he thinks not so.    In the very next words he is at it'liu:ain, ver. 17. These things I command 7/on,  that you love one another; as if all he had left else in charge with them had been subservient to this. 
Secondly, x\ second thing that speaks Christ's heart deeply eno-ao-ed in the promoting of love and unity among Christians, is his fervent prayer for this.    Should  you hear a preacher  with abundance  of vehemency press a grace or duty upon the people in his pulpit, and, as soon as the sermon is done, you should go under his closet window, and hear him as earnestly wrestling with God, that he would give his people what he'^ had so  jealously pressed upon them; you would easily believe the man was in earnest.    Our blessed   Saviour  hath  taught  his ministers whither to  go when they come out of the pulpit, and what to do; no sooner hath he done his sermon to them, but he is at prayer withGod for them.    And what he insisted on most in preaching, he enlargeth most upon in prayer; unity and peace was the leo-acy he desired so much to leave with them, and this is the boon he puts in strongly with God to bestow on them. Job xvii. 11. Father, keep through thine own power, those that thou hast given me ; and why all this care ?  that they might be one, as we are ; as if he had said. Father, did we ever fall out? Was there ever any djscord betwixt us? Why then should they, who are thine and mine, disagree ?  So ver. 21. and ver, 23. he is pleading hard for the same mercy.    But ■   as Christ said of the voice that came from Heaven, John xii. 30. This voice came not for me, but for your sakes.    So may I say here: This  zeal of Clirist for his peoples unity and love, was for their sakes. 
First, He would by this raise the price of this mercy m 
their 
tlieir thourrhts ; that sure is Vv'orth their care, which he counted worth his redoubled prayer (when not a word was s]:>oke for his own Ufe), or he misplaced his zeal, and improved not his time with God, for the best advantage of his people. 
Secondly, He would make divisions appear more dreadful thu:igs to his people, by putting in so many requests to God for preventing them. Certainly if Christ had known one evil worse than another like to come upon his people at his departure, he would have been so true and kind to his children, as to deprecate that above all. He told his children what they must look for at the world's hand, all manner of sufferings and torments that their Avit could help their malice to devise; yet Christ prays not so much for imtnunity from these, as from unbrotherlv contentions amonothemselves ; he makes account, if they can agree together, and be in love, saint with saint, church with chm'ch, they have a mercy that will alleviate the other, and make it tolerable, yea, joyous ; tnis heavenly fire of love among themselves will quench the flames of their persecutors, at least the horror of them. 
In a zoordf Christ would streng :. :j our faith to askboldlj for that which he hath bespoke for us, so also aggravate the sin of contention to such a height, that all who have any love to Christ, when they shall see that they cannot live in strife, but they must sin against those prayers which Christ, with strong cries, put up for peace and unity, they may tremble at the thoughts of it. 
Thirdly, The price that Chiiot gave for the obtaining of this peace and unity. As Christ went from preaching up peace lo pulling down peace from Heaven by prayer, so he went from praymg to paying for it. Indeed Christ's prayers are not a beggar's prayers, as ours are ; he prays his Father that he may only have what he pays for. He was now on the way to the place of payment, Calvary, where his blood was the coin he laid down for this peace. I confess, peace with God was the chief pearl that this wise merchant, Chrst, bought up for his people. But he had this in his eye also; and th.erefore the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which is the commemoration-feast of Christ's death, as it seals our peace with God, so it signifies our love one with another,] Cor.}i. And need I now give you any account why ©ur dear Lord pursued this design so close^ of knitting his 
O 2 . people 
people in peace and unity together ? Truly the church is intended by Christ to be his house, in which he means to take up his,rest, and what rest could he take in a house all on fire about him ? It is his kingdom, and how can his laws be obeyed, if all his subjects be in a hubbub,one against another ? His Church are a people that are called out of the world to be a praise to him in the sight of the nations; as Peter saith, God. did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name, Acts xv. 14; that is, a people for his honour: But a wrangling, divided people would be little credit to the name of Christ; yea, such, where they are found (and where, alas! are they not to be found r) they are to the name of Christ, as to lead men into temptation to think basely of Christ and his gospel. Job xvii. 23. Christ prays his people may be made perfect in one, and mark his argument, that the world may knoz€ that thou hast sent me; whose heart bleeds not to liear Christ blasphemed at this day by so many black-mouths? And what hath opened them more than the Saint's divisions ? 
SECT. 11. 
The second argument shall be taken from yourselves; for your own sakes live in peace and unity. Consider your obhgations to love and unity, your relations call for it. If believers, Paul tells you your'kindred. Gal. iii. 27. Ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. Not only chddren of God, so are all by creation, but by faith in Jesus Christ also. Christ he is the foundation of a new Brotherhood to behevers. O I Christians, consider how near you are set one to another ; you were conceived in the same womb of the Church, begot by the same seed of the word to this new creation, whereby, as one saith, you become brethren of the whole blood ; and, therefore, there should be the more unity and dear affection among you than any other. Joseph's heart went out more to Benjamin than any of the rest of his bieihren, because he was his brother, both by father and mother. If you fall out, who shall aeree ? What is it that can rationally break your peace ? Those things which  used to be bones of contention, and 
occasion 
occasion squabbling among other brethren, Christ hath kiken care to remove; so that of all others, your cjuarrellings are most childish, yea, sinful ; souieiimes one child finds himself grieved at the pariialUty of his parent's affection, more set on some others than himself; and this makes him envy them, and tliey despise him: But there is no such fondling in God's family, all are dear alike to Christ, Eph. V. 2. ffalk in love, as Christ hath loved 21s, and hath given himself for us; that is, for one as well as another. Christ in the Church is like to the soul in the body; he is totus in toto, ^' totus in qiialibetparte. Every member in Christ hath whole Christ, his whole heart and love, as if there were none besides himself to enjoy it. 
Jgain, Among men,  though  the  father shews not so much partiallit}^ in his affection, yet often great inequality in the distribution of his estate; though all are children, yet not all heirs, and this sows the seed of strife among them—as Jacob found by woful experience.    But  Christ hath made his will so, that they are all provided for alike; called therefore the common salvation, Jude iii. and the inheritance of the  Saints in light,  Col. i. 12.    All may enjoy their happiness without justling  with, or prejudicing one another,  as millions of people who look on the same sun,  and at the  same time, and   none stand in another's light; methinks  that  speech of Christ looks a little this way, John  xvii. £2.  I'he glory  which thou gavtst me,  1 have given them,  that they may  be one.    By glory there I would understand Heaven's glory prmcipally; now saith Christ, I have given it; that is, in  reversion, 1 have given it   them;   not this  or  that  favourite,  but them, I have laid  it out  as the portion  of all sincere  believers ;  and why?  that they may  be om ; that all  squabbles  may be silenced,  and none  may envy another for what he hath above him,  when  he   sees  glory  is his.     It  is true, indeed, some difference there is in Christian's outward garb; some poor, some rich; and in common gifts also, some have more of them, some less.    But are these of su<h weight to commence a war upon, among those that wait ior the same Heaven.^ If the father clads all his children in the same cloth, it were sad to see them stab one another, because one hath a lace more than the other ; nay, because one's lace is xed, and the other's is green; for, indeed, the quarrel among 
Christians 
Christians is sometimes^ not for havino: less gifts tlian another, hut becaase not the same in kin9, though another as good and useful, which possibly he Wants v;hoin we envy 
Secondly, Consider where you  are, and among whom ; are ye not in your enemies quarters; if you fallout, what do you but kindle a fire for them to warm their hands by ? Ah. I so would we have il, say they.    The  sea of their rage will weaken this bank fast enoufih, vou need  not cut it for them ;   the unreasonableness  of the strife, betwixt Ahrahani's herdsman and Lofs, is ag-gravated by the near neighbourhood of the Heathens to them.  Gen. xiii. 7.  And there zoas a strife between AhrahawU'i herdsman^ and the herdsman of Lot's cattle.    And the   Canaanite, and the Perrizziie dwelled in the land    To fall out while these idolaters looked on, this put themselves and their religion  both to shame. And I pray who have been   in our  land all the while the people of God have been scuffling ?    Those that have curiously   observed every   uncomely   behaviour among   them, and told all the world of it ;   such as have wit and malice enough  to make use of it for their wicked purposes.    The stand on tip toes to be at work, only we are not yet quite 3aid up and disabled (by the soreness of those our wounds, which  we 'have given   ourselves) from withstanding their fury.    They hope it will come to that ; and then they will cure us of our own wounds, by giving one if they can, that shall go deep enough to the heart of our life, gospel and all. O Christians, shall  Herod and Pilate  put you to shame i* They clapped up a peace to strenghten their hands against Christ; and will not you unite against your common enemy ^    It is an ill time for mariners to be fighting, when an enemy is boring a hole at the bottom of their ship. 
Thirdly, Consider the sad  consequences of your  contentions. 
First, You put a stop to the growth of grace. The body may as well thrive in a fever, as the soul prosper, when on a fianie with strife and contention. No, first this fire in the hones must be quenched, and brought into its natural temper : and so mast this unkindly heat be slacked among Christians, before either can grow. I pray observe that place, Eph. iv. 15. But speaking the truth in the love (on being sincere in love) may grow up into him in alt things. The Apostle is upon a cure, shewing how souls that at present 
sent are weak, and their grace rather wan and witheredthan growing, may come to thrive and flourish ; and the receipt he gives, is a composition of these two rare drug's, sincerity and love ; preserve these, and all will do well, as ver. 16. where the whole body is said to edify itself in love. There may be preaching, but no edifying without love. Our times are a sad comment upon this text.. 
Secondly, You cut off your trade with Heaven at the throne of grace ; you will he little in prayer to God I warrant you, if much in squabbling with your brethren. It is impossible to go from wrangling to praying with a free spirit. And if you should be so bold as to knock at God's door, you are sure to have cold welcome. Matt. v. 24. Leave thi/ gift before the Altar, and go thij zcay ; first he reconciled to thy brother^ and then come and ojftr thy ^nft. God will not have the incense of prayer put to such strange fire ; nor will he eat of our leavened bread, that taste of anv performance soured with malice and bitterness of spirit. First the peace was renewed, and a covenant of love and friendship struck between Laban and Jacob, Gen. xxxi. 44. and then ver: 54. Jacob offered sacrijice upon the Mount, and called his brethren to eat bread. The very Heathens thought no serious business could be well done by quairel- . ing spirits. Therefore the Senators of Rome used to visit the temple dedicated Jovi depositorio, because there they did deponere inimicitias, lay down all their feuds and controversies, before they went into the Senate to consult of state-affairs ; durst not they go to the Senate tilf friends? and dare we go up to God's altar, bow our knees to him in prayer, while our hearts are roiled with anger, envy and malice ^    O God humble us. 
Thirdly, As v/e cut off our trade with Heaven, so vitU one another ; when two countries fall out, whose great interest lies in their mutual traflick, they must needs both pinch by the war. Truly, the Christian's great gains come in by their mutual commerce; and they are the richest Christians commonly, who are seated with the greatest advantage for this trade. As no nation hath all their commodities of their own growth, but needs some merchandize with others ; so there is no Christian that could well live without borrowing from his brethren. There is that which every joint supplieth according to the effectual working in th& 
measure 
measure of every part, Eph. iv. l6. Paul himself is not so well Ui'd in, but he hopes to get sometliing more than he hath from the meanest of those he preached to; he tells the Christian's at Rome, chap. i. he longs as much to see them, as to impart some spiritual gift to them, ver. 11. so saith he, that I mat/ be comforted together with ijou, hy the mutual faith hoth of i/ou and me, ver. 12. jea^ he hopes to be filled with their company, Rom. xv. 24. As a man is mied with good cheer, he hopes to make a feast of their company- Now contentions and divisions spoil all intercourse among believers. They are as baneful to Christian communion, as a great pestilence or plague is to the trade of a market town. Communication flows from communion^ and communion that is founded upon union. The church grows under persecution ; that sheds the seed all over the field, and brings the gospel, where else it had not been heard of. But divisions -and contentions, like a furious storm, washes the seed out of the land. 
Fourthly, You not only hazard the decay of grace, but growth of sin. Indeed, it f\liews there is more than a little corruption got within doors already, but it opens the door to much more, James iii. If ye have hitter envyingy and strife, glory not; that is, do not think you are such good Christians. This stains all your other excellencies ; had ye the knowledge and gifts of holy angels, yet this would make you look more like Devils than them; he gives the reason, ver. 10./or zihere envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. ' Moses himself, when his spirit was a little hot, spake utiadvisedly with his lips. It rnust needs be an occasion of much sinning, which renders it impossible for a man while in his distemper to do any one righteous action. The wrath of man zoorketh not the righteousness of God, James i. '20. iSow what a sad thing is it for Christians to stay long in that temper in which they can do no good to one another, but provoke lust? 
Fifthly, They are prognostics of judgment coming. A lowring sky speaks foul weather at hand, and mariners looix for a storm at sea, when the waves begin to swell, and utter a murmuring noise. Hath there been nothing like these among us r What can we think, but a judgment is breedino by tiie lowring countenances of Christians, their sweihngs of hearty and discontented passions vented from 
their 
Ihisir spirits, like the murmuring of waters, or rumbling of thunder in the air before a tempest? When children fight and wrangle, now is the time they may expect their father to come, and part them with his rod, Mai. iv. G. He shall turn the hart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I smite the earth with a curse; strife and contention set a people next door to a curse. God makes account he brings a heavy judgment upon a people, when himself leaves them. If the master leaves the ship, it is near sinking indeed. These smoke him out of his own house. Be of one 7nind (saith the Apostle), live in peace, and the God of peace shall be zoith you, 2 Cor. xiii: 11. implying, if the}^ did not live in peace, they must rjot look to have his company long with them. God was coming in Moses with a great salvation to the Israelites; and, as earnest of the good services he was to do for them, he begins to make peace between two discontented brethren as they strove; but his kindness was not accepted, and this was the occasion of many years misery more that they endured in Egj/pt. Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the land of Midian, Acts vii. 29. ^nd no news of deliverance J or the space of forty years after, \ei\ S0[ And have not our dissensions, or rather our rejecting those overtures, which God, by men of healing spirits hath offered for peace, been the cause why mercy hath fied so fast from us, and we left to groan under those sad miseries that are upon us at this day ? and who knows how long ? O ! who can think v/hat a glorious morning shone upon England in that famous Parliament begun l640, and not weep and weep again to see our hopes for a glorious reformation, that opened with them, now shut up in blood and war, contention and confusion? Miseries too, like the fire and brimstone that fell from Heaven upon those unhappy cities of the plain. 
SECT. III. 
Thirdly, Labour for peace and unity for others sake. I mean those who are wicked and ungodly, among whom ye live; we are not, saith Austin, to despair of the  wicked, 
Vol, HL P but 
but i\o our utiiwst they may be good and godly. Because God calls bis muiibor out of the beaj) and multitude of the ungodly woild. Now, no more winning means to work upon them, and ])avc a way for their conversion, tiian to commend the truths and ways of God to them, by the amiableness of your love and unity that profess the same. This is the cummin-seed that would draw souls like doves to the windows. This is the gold to overJay the Tem])le of God (the church) so as to make all in love with its beauty. Every one is afraid to dwell in a house haunted with evil spirits. And hath Hell a worse than the spirit of division ? O Christians, agree together, and your number will increase. It is said, Jets u. 46. Thcjj cotitinued daily with one aeeord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and sin^gleness of heart. And mark wHat follows, verse Al. They had favour tcith all the people, and the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 
The xvorld was so great a stranger to love and peace, that it was amused, and set of considering what heavenly doctrine that was which could so molify men's hearts, plain their rugged natures, and join them so close in love t(7gether, an"d were the more easily pe,j'suaded to adopt themselveis into that true family of love. But alas, when this gold became dim, then the gospel lost credit in the world, and the doctrine of it came under more suspicion in their thoughts, who seeing such clefts gape in her walls, were more afraid to put their heads under its roof. Cant. ii. 7. I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and the hinds of the f eld, that ye stir not up, nor zcake my love till he please. Master Cotton on the place, by the roes and hinds of the field (which- are fearful creatures, easily scared away, yet otherwise uilling to feed with the sheep) iokes the Ge7i tiles to be meant, inclinable to embrace the Jea'fs/ireligion, but* very soon scared away by the troublesome state of it, or any offensive carriage of the Jea-.v. And what more offensive carriage than divisions and strifes? see them joined together, Ro?n. xvi. 17. Mark them zi'hich cause divisions and offences. If divisions, then there are sure to be offences taken, and many possibly hardened in their sins thereby. Do not vour hearts treiiible to lay the stumbhng block for any 
to 
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to break his neck over ? to roll tlic stone over any poor sinner's (i-rave, and seal him down i,n it, tliat he never have a resurrection to grace here, or glory hereafter? As you would keep yourselves free of the blood of those that die in their sins, take heed of lending any thing by your division to the hardening of their souls in their impenitency. 
SECT. IV. 
Fourthlv, The fourth sort of peace, is a peace Avith all the creatures, even the most fierce and cruel I call it a peace of indemnity and service. This Adam in bis primitive state enjoyed; while he Was innocent, all. the creatures were innocent and harmless to him ; tlie whole creation was at his service; no mutinous .principle was found in anv creature that did incline it in the least to rebel against him. When God sent the beasts of the field, and fowls of the air to receive names from him, it was that they should do their homage to him, and acknowledge him as their Lord, and that he, by exercising that act of authority over them (in givino' them names) might have an experiment of his perfect (though not absolute and independent) dominion over them. But no sooner did man Mithdraw^ his allegiance from God, but all the creatures (as it' they had heen sensible of the wrong man b)^ his apostacy had done his and their maker (by whose patent he held his lordship over them) they presently forgot their subjection to him, yea, take up arms in their supreme Lord's quarrel against apostate man. And thus they continue in array against him, till God and man meet together again in a i:iappy covenant of peace; and then the commission which God in wrath gave them against rebel man is called in ; and in the same day that God and the believing soul are made friends; the war ends betVeen him and them, Hosca ii. 18. Jn that dajjj I will make a covenant for them with the beasts of the fields and zvith the fords of the heaven-, and mark the day from whence this covenant bears date. Jji that day, that is, in the day that / betroth thee unto me ; so that our peace with the creatures comes in by our peace with God.    And this being the blessing of the 
P 2 gospel, 
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gospel, so must  that also.    But as our peace uith God is not so pe.Tfectly enjoyed in this Jife, but God hath left himself a liberty to chastise his recunciled ones, and that sharply too, so our   peace with the creatures doth not hinder, but that they may be (yea often are) the rod which God useth to correct them with.    The  water may drown   one Saint, and the fire consume another to ashes, and yet these creatures at peace v/ith these Saints, because thev are not sent by God in wrath against them, for any real hurt that God mt;ans them thereby. This indeed was the commission that he gave all the creatures against apostate man, as part of his curse for his sin.    He sent the creatures against him (as a Prince doth his General against a company of traitors that are in arms against him) with authority to take vengeance on them for their   horrid  rebellion  against their maker.    But now the commission is altered, and runs in a more comfortable strain. Go fire, and be the chariot in which a Saint ma}^ be brought home from earth to me in heaven's glory.    Go water, waft another; and  so of all  the rest..    It is true they are sharp corrections as to the present smart they bring ; i3ut they are mercies J and do a friendly office in the intention of God, and happy issue to the believer.    All things  work together for good  to them that love God, Rom. viii.28.    And the Apostle speaks it as a common principle well known among the Saints,  TVe know that all things z€ork, S^c.    As if he had said. Where is the Saint that doth not know this ?    And 3^et it were happy for us if we knew it better; some of us would then pass our days more comfortably than now we do. But I intend not a discourse of this; let brevity here make amejids for prolixity in the former. 
CHAP. XIV, 
The Duty of a Christian to stand shod xvith a Heart prepared for all Sufferings^ with one Reason of the Point. 
We:. 
ometo the third encuiry from these words. 
SECT, 
YOUR FEET SHOD, &c. in 
SECT. I. 
Quest. What is meant bv this preparation of the Gospel (if peace, with which the Christian's feet are to be shod ? or thus. What grace doth this preparation, with which we are to be shod, sionify? And why called the preparation of the gospel of peace ? 
j^)is. As for the grace held forth by this preparation of the Gospel, S^c. I find great variety in the apprehensions of the learned, and indeed variety rather than contrariety. I shall therefore spare mentioning tliem (manv of which you may find in a bunch collected by the Reverend Doctor Gouge upon the place with his thoughts upon them) and crave the boldness to lay down (with due respect to others) the apprehensions I have had thereon ; which I conceive will rather amplify than thwart their sense. Now what this preparation is, will best appear by consideriiig the part it is designed for; and that is the foot, the only member in the body to be shod, and the piece of armour it is compared to, and that is the Soldier s shoe, which, (if right) is to be of the strongest make, benig not so much intended for finery as defence; and that so necessary, that for want of it alone, the soldier in some cases is disabled for service ; as when he ib called to n"»arch far on hard ways, and those (may be) atrewed with sharp stones; how long vvdi he go (if not shod) without wounding or foundering? or if the way be good, but the weatfjer bad, and his feet not fenced from the wet and cold, they are not so far from the head, but the cold got in them may strike up to that; yea, bring a disease on the whole body, which will keep him on his bed when he should be in the field: as many almost are surfeited as slain in arniies. Now what the foot is to the body, that the will is to the soul. The foot carries the whole body, and the will the soul; yea, the whole man, body and soul also. We go whither ou/wijl sends us. And what the shoe is to the foot, that preparation, or if you please a readiness and alacrity is to the will. The man whose feet are well shod fears no ways, but goes through thick and thin; foul or fair, stones or straws, all are alike to him that is  well shod, while the bare-footed man, 
or 
J IS YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION or slendershoed, shrinks when he feels the uet, and shriekfj Tvhon lie lights upon a sharp stone.    Thus vvhcn tlie will and heart of a man is prompt, and ready to do any \A'ork, tlic man is as it were shod and armed against all trouble and difficulty which he is to go over in the doing of it.    They say, the Irish tread so light on the ground, that they will run over some bogs, wherein any other would stick or sink.    A prepared ready heart I am  sure will do this in a spiritual sense; none can walk, where he can run ; he makes nothing of afllictions, yea, persecutions, but goes singing over tneni; Dax'/^ never so merry as in the  cave, PsaL  W\\. and  how came he so?    Mij heart is prepared, my heart is prepared, (saith he) I will sing and give praise.    If David's heart had liot been shod with this preparation, he would not have liked the way so well he was in ; you would have had him sing to another tune, and heard him quarrel with his destiny, or fall out with his profession, that had put him to so much trouble, and driven him  from the pleasures of a prince's  court, to liide himself under ground in a cave from those that hunted for his precious life.    He would have spent his breath rather in pitying and bemoaning himself, than in praising of God : An unprepared heart, that is not well satisfied with its work or condition, hangs back, and though it may be brought to submit to it with much ado, yet it is but as a foundered horse Oft a stony way, who goes  in pain  every stej^, and Avould oft be turning out of the path if the bit and whip did not iecp iiim in. 
Quest. 2. But why is it called the Freparation of the Gospel of Peace'^ 
Jusw. Because the gospel of peace is the great instrument bv which God works the will and heart of man inta ^bis readiness and preparation to do or suffer what he calls to! It is the business we are set about, when preaching the irospel, to make a zciUingpeople Psal. ex To make ready a people prepared for the Lord, Luke 1. As a captain is sent to beat up his drum in a city, to call in a company that will Toluntarily list themselves to follow the prince's wars, and be in readiness to take the held, and march at an hour^s warning : Thus, the Gospel comes to call over the hearts of men to tlie foot of God, to stand ready for his service whatever it costs them ; now this it doth as it is a Gospel of Peace, 
It brings the joyful tidings of peac^ concluded betwixt God and man by the blood of Jesus ; and this is so welcome to the trembling conscience of poor sinners, who iiefore melted awav their sorrowful days in a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation from the Lord to devour t'lem as his adversaries; that no sooner the report of a. peace concluded betwixt God and them sounds in their ears by the preaching of the gospel, and is certainly confirmed to be true in their own consciences by the spirit, who is sent from Heaven to seal it to them, and give them some sweet gust of it, by shedding abroad the sense of it in their souls ; but instantly there appears a new^ life in them, tiiat they who before were so fearful and shy of every petty trouble, as to start and boggle at the thought of it (knowin'rr it could bring no good news to them) are now (shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace) able to go out to meet the gre^itest sufferings that are, or can be on the way towards them, and say undauntedly to them (as once Christ did. to those that came with swords and staves to aUack him) Whom %edi yt'^^ Being justified hyfaithy we Jiave peace zoith God (saiththe apostle) Rom. v. 1. And this migiitily dotli Avork ; even to make them glory in tribulations. The wordi opened afford these two points. 
Doct. 1. It is our duty to be always prepared, and readv to meet with any trial, and endure any hardship which God may lay out for us in our Christian warfare. 
Doct. 2. The perice which the gospel brings and speaks to the heart, will make the creature re'Udy to wade throuo-h any trial or ti'ouble that meets him in his Christian course. 
SECT.  11. 
Doct. 1. We ought to maintain a holy readiness of spirit to endure any hardship which God may lay out for us h; our Christian course ; Saints are sure to want no trials and sufferings : these (as Christ saith of the poor) we shall have always with us. The bloody sweat which Christ felt, sig^nified (saith Aiigmtlne) the sufferings which in his whole mystical body he should endure. Christ's whole body was lift upon the  cross, and no member must now  look  to escape the 
cross; 
120 YOUR FEET SHOD Vv'ITH THE PREPARATION cross ; and when the cross comes, hov.- must ue behave ourselves towards it? It will not speak us Christians, that we are merely passive^ and make no notorious resistance against the vvill of God ; but we must be active in our patience, by shewino' a holy readiness and alacrity of spirit to be at God's ordering, though it were to be led down into the rery cbatnbers of death itself. That Epitaph would not be come a Christian's grave-stone,, which I have heard was eno-raved upon one's tomb, and might too truly on most that die. Here lies one against his will. Holy Paul was of a better mind, Jets xxi. 13. lam ready, not only to he hound, hut also to die at Jerusalem, for the name of the Lord Jesus. Bat may be this was but a flourish of his colours, when he knew the enemy to be far enough off; he may yet live to chano-e his thoughts, when he comes to look death in the face. No, what he hath said he stands to, 2 I'im. iv. / am ready, nozi) ready, to be offered, and the time of my departare is at hand ; he speaks of it, as if it were already done; indeed he had already laid his head on the block, and was dead before the stroke was given, not with fear, as some have been, but with a free resignation of himself to it; and if a malefactor be dead in a law-sense, as soon as the sentence is out of the judge's mouth, though he hves some weeks after; then I am sure in a gospel-sense we may say, those are dead already, that are ready to die, that have freely put themselves under the sentence of it in their own ^villilioness. And this alacrity and serenity that was on PauPs spirit, was the more remarkable, if we consider howclose he stood to his end. Indeed some from the Greek word, which properly signifies a libation or drink-offering, conceive that Paul knew the very kind of death which he should suffer, namely, beheading; and that he alludes to the pouring; out of blood or wine, used in sacrifice, which did best ilkistrate the nature of his death, viz. the pouring out of his blood ; which he did as willingly offer up in the service of Christ and his church, as they did their wine in a drink-offering to the Lord. We shall now give some rational account of the point, why we are-to be ready and prompt at suffering-work. The reasons shall fall under t\vo heads. First, taken from Christ, for whom we suffer. The second from'the excellency of such a temper, as this readiness to endure any hardship imports. 
ibliC J <• 
SECT. III. 
First, He commands it. Indeed this frame of spirit is implied in every duty; that qualification, which (like the stamp on coin) makes it current in God's account, Tit. iii. 1. Put them in mind, saith the apostle, to be ready to every good work; be it active or passive, they must be ready for it, or else all they do is to no purpose. The word there is the same with this in the text, and is-taken from a vessel that is fashioned and fitted for the use the master puts it to ; thus God expects we should keep our hearts clean from the defilements of sin, and our affections whole and entire for himself; that they be not lent out to the creature, nor broken and bartered by any inordinancy of delight in them, lest we should be to seek when he calls us to do or suffer; or be found very unprepared, without much ado to set us rip^ht, and make us willing for the work, 2 Tim. ii. 21. Tf a man therefore purge himself from these^, he shall be a vessel unto honoury sanctified and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. Now, as God commands this readiness in all, so especially in suffering work, Ijuke ix. 23. if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily andfollozo me. These words may be called the Christian's indenture: every one that will be Christ's servant, must seal this, before he hath leave from Christ to call him Master ; wherein you see the chief provision Christ makes, is about suffering work, as that which will most try the man. Now observe how careful Christ is to engage the heart in this work ; he will have his servants not only endure the hardship of his service, but shew their readiness in it also; four remarkable passages are put in for this purpose. 
First, He must deny himself, that is, deliver up his own will out of his own hands, and from that day that he enters into Christ's service, acknowledge himself not to be at his own disposal; whatever Christ bears, he cannot, to hear Lis servants (when sent by him on any busine>s) say, / zeill not' 
Vol. m. Q Secondly, 
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Second!V, He tells them the worst at first, and chooseth to speak of the cross they must hear, rather than the crown they shall at last wear; and withal, that he expects they should not only bear it (this the wicked do full sore against their wills) but also take it up. Indeed he doth not bid them make tlie cross, run themselves into trouble of their own head, but he will have them take that up which he niakes for them ; that is, not step out of the way by any sinful shift to escape any trouble, but to accept of the burthen God lays for them, and go chearfuUy under it, yea, thankfnSiy, as if God did us a favour to enjploy us in any suffering- for him; we do not take so much pains as to stoop to take up that which is not worth something; Christ will have his |)eople take up the cross, as one does to take up a pearl that lies on the ground before them. 
Thirdly, This they must do every day, and take up his cross daili/ ; when there is none on his back, he must carry one in his hearty that is, continually be preparing himself to stand ready for the first call ; as porters stand v/aiting when their masters have any burtl^en for them to carry. Thus Faul professeth he died daily; how, but by a readiness of mind to die? He set himsejf in a posture to bid God's messenirer w^elcome whenever it came. This indeed is to take up the cross daily ; when our present enjoyments do not make us strange to, or fall out with the thoughts of future trials. The Jezvs were to eat the passover with their loins girded, their shoes on their feet, and their staff in their hand, and all in haste, Exod, xii. 11. When God is feastinu' the Christian with present comforts, he must have his <rospel shoes on, he must not set to it as if he were feasting at home, but as at a running meal on his way in an inn, willing to be gone, as soon as he is refreshed a little foi^ his journey. 
Fourthlv, When the cross is on, what then ? Then he must follow Christ; not stand still and fret, but follow; not be drawn and hauled after Christ, but follow, as a soldier his captain, voluntarily; Christ doth not as some generals, drive the country before him, and make his servants fight whether they will or no, but he invites them in, Hos. ii. 14. I zcill allure her into the wilderness. Indeed a gracious heart follows Christ into the wilderness, of affliction, as willingly 
Jinglv^ as a lover his beloved into some solitary private arbor or bower, there to sit and enjoy her presence. Christ useth arguments in his word, and by his Spirit so satisfactory ta the Christian, that he is ver3' willing to follow him; as the patient, who at first shrinks and draws back, Avhen tht" physician talks of cutting or bleeding, but when he hath heard the reasons given by him why that course must be taken, and is convinced it is the best way for his iiealth, then he very freely puts forth his arm to the knife, and thanks the physician for his pains. 
SECT. IV. 
Secondly,   Christ deserves this frame  of  spirit at  our hands : take two particulars wherein this will appear. 
First, His readiness to endure sorrow and trouble .for us. When God called him to the work of Mediatovship, he found the way laid with sharper stones than we do in the road that is appointed us to walk in. He was was to tread upon all manner of sorrows, and those edged with the wrath of God ; this was the sharpest stone of all (which he hath taken out of our way) and yet how light did he go uj^on the ground.? O had not his feet been well shod with love to our souls, he w^ould soon have turned back, and said the way was impassible ; but on he goes and blunts not; never did we sin more willingly, than he vvent to suffer for our sin. LOf I come, (saith he to his father) / delight to do thy willy O my God J thij laic is within my hearty Psalm xl. 7.— O what a full consent did the heart of Christ rebound to his Father's call.? like some echo that answers what is spoken twice or thrice over. Thus, when his Father speaks to him to undertake the work of saving poor lost man, he doth not give a bare assent to the call, but trebles it; I comfy I delight to do thy willy yea, thi/ lazo is in my heart. He was so ready, that before his enemies laid hands on him, he as it ■were, laid hands on himself, in the instituting of tne Lord's supper, and there did sacramentaily rend the flesh of his ov/nbody, and broach his own heart to fill that cup with his precious blood, which with his own hand he gave them, that they might not look upon his death now at hand as a mere 
.butchery 
124 YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION butchery from the hand of man's violence, but rather as a, sacrifice, wherein he freely offered up himseif to God for them and all believers. And when the time was come that the sad tragedy should be acted, he knowing the very place where the traitor with his black guard would come, goes out and marcheth into tlie very mouth of them. O what a shame were it, that we should be unwilling to go a mile or two of rugged way, to bear so sweet a Saviour company in his sufferings ? Could ^e not watch with me one hour ? said Christ to Peter, Matt. xxvi. 40. Not with me, \yho am now going to meet with death itself, and ready to bid the bitterest pangs of it welcome for your sakes ? not ^vith me ? 
Secondly, Christ deserves this readiness to meet any suffering he lays out in his new providence for us, if we consider his tender care over his Saints, when he calls them into a suffering condition. Kind masters may well expect chearful servants. The more tender the captain is over his soldiers, the more prodigal they are of their ow^n lives at his command. And it were strange, if Christ's care, which deserves most, should meet with less ingenuity in a Saint. Now Christ's care appears, 
First, In proportioning the burthen to the back he lays it on. That which overloads one ship, and would sink her, is but just balance for another of greater burthen. Those sufferings which one Christian cannot bear, another sails trim and even under. The weaker shoulder is sure to have the lighter carriage. As Paul burthened some churches (which he knew more able) to spare others; so Christ, to ease the weaker Christian, lays mere weight on the stronger. Paul laboured more abundantly/ than them all, he tells us, 1 Cor. XV. 10. But why did Christ so unequally divide the work ? observe the place, and you shall find that it was but necessary to employ that abundant grace he had given him. His grace, saith he,^ zc^hich was bestowed on me, was not in vain, but. I laboured more, S^c. There was so much grace poured into him, that some of it would have been in vain, if God had not found him more to do and suffer than the rest. Christ hath a perfect rate by him of every Saint's spiritual estate, and according to this all are assessed, and so none are oppressed. Paul laid down his head on the block fcr ^V the 
the cause of Christ, as freely as some (and those true, but weak Christians) would have done a few pounds out of ttieir purse. He endured death with less trouble than some could have done reproach for Christ. All have not a martyr's faith, nor all the martyr's fire. 
Secondly, The consolation fie gives them then above other of their brethren, that are not called out to such  hard service.    That part  of an  army  which is upon action in the field, is sure to have their pay   (if their masters have any money in their purse) yea, sometimes, when their fellows left in their quarters are made to stay.    I am sure, there is more spiritual joy and comfort to be found in Christ's camp famong his suffering ones)  than their brethren at hon^.e in peace and  prosperity, ordinarily can shew.    What are the promises, but vessels of cordial wine, tunned  on  purpose against a groaning hour, when God usually broacheth them? Call upon me (saith God) irithc day of trouble, Psal. I. 15. and may we not do so in the day of peace ? yes, but he ■would have us most bold with him in the day of trouble — None fiiid such quick dispatch at the throne of grace as suffering Saints,    hi that day I cried (saith David)   thou anszcerest me, and gavest me strength in my soul, Ps. cxxxviii. 3. He was now at a strait, and God  coiues in haste  to him. Though we may make a well friend stay (that sends for us) yet we will give a sick friend leave to call u,s up at midnight.    In such extremities we usually go with the messenger that comes for us; and so doth God with the prayer ; Peter knocked at their gate (who were assembled to seek God for him) almost as soon as their prayer knocked at Heaven's gate in his behalf.    And truly it is no more than needs, if we consider the temptations of an afflicted condition ; we are prone then to be suspicious, our best friends forget us, and to think every stay a delay, and neglect of us; therefore God chooseth to sliew himself most kind at such a time. j4s the sufferings of Christ abound in us,  so our consolation aboundtth also by Christ, 2 Cor. i. 5.    As man laid on trouble, so Christ laid in consolation : both tides rose and fell together ; when it was   spring tide with ]^\^ in affliction, it was so with him in his joy ; we relieve the poor, as their charge increaseth, so Christ  comforts  his people, as their troubles multiply; and now (Christian) tell me, doth not 
my 
vie YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION my dear Lord deserve a ready spirit in thee to meet any buffering with, for, or from him, who gives his sweetest comforts, where his people use to expect their saddest sorrows? Well may the servant do his work chearfully, when his master is so careful of him, as with his own hands to hring him his breakfast into the fields. The Christian stays not till he comes to Heaven for all his comfort. There indeed shall be the full supper, but there is a breakfast (Christian) of previousjoy (more or less) wdiich Christ brings to thee into the field, and shall be eaten on the place where thou endurest thy hardship. 
Thirdly, In the seasonable succours wdiich Christ sends to bring them off safe. He doth not only comfort them in, but beJps them out of all their troubles. There is ever a door more than the Christian sees in his prison, by v.hich Christ can with a turn of his hand, open a way for his Saints escape. And what can he desire more? And w^hat better security can we desire for this, than the promise of the great God, with whom to lie is impossible ? And I hope the credit which God hath in his people's hearts, is not so low but a bill under his hands will be accepted at first sight by them, in exchange of what, is dearer to them, life itself not excepted. Look at thyself when thou hast to do with others: none so firm, but may crack under thee, if thou lay est too much weight on them ; one would have thought so worthy a captain as Uriah vvas, might have trusted his general, yea. Ins prince (and he so hol}^ a man as David was) but he was unworthily betrayed by them both into the hands of death. Man may, the Devil to be sure will, leave all in the lurch that do this work. But if God sets thee on, he will bring thee off; never fear. Look thee to ^Aa^ from his lips, when thy faithfulness to him hath brought thee into the briars ; he that would work a wonder, rather than let a run-away Prophet perish in his sinful voyage (because a good man is the main) will heap miracle upon miracle, rather than thou shalt Biiscarry and sink in thy duty ; only be not troubled if thou art cast over-board (like Jonah) before thou seest the provi sion which God makes for thy safety ; it is ever at hand, but sometimes lies close and out of the creatures sight, like Jonah's whale (sent of God to ferry him to shore) under water, and the Prophet in its belly, before he knew where it 
was; 
was; tliat which tljou thiiikest comes to devour thee, may be the messenger \vhich God sends to bring thee safe to land. Is not thy shoe, Christian, yet on ? art thou not yet ready to march ? canst fear any stone now can hurt thy foot through so thick a sole ? 
CHAP. XV. 
The second Reasoji taken from the Excellency of thi^ Frame of Spirit, 
Remon^. X HE second reason is taken from the exceU lency of the frame of spirit; which will appear in divers particulars. 
SECT. I. 
First, This readiness of heart to stoop to the cross evidenceth a gracious heart; and a gracious spirit is an excellent spirit; flesh and blood never made any willing to suffer for God or from God ; he that can do this, hath that othir spirit with Caleb, Numb. xiv. 24. which proves him of a Licrher descent than this world ; a carnal heart can neither act nor suffer freely. The will is no more free, than it is njade free bv grace. So much flesh is left in a Saint, so much nnwilUngness to come to God's foot; and therefore where there is nothing but flesh, there can be nothing but unwillingness. He that can find his heart following God in his command or providence chearfully, may know who hath hetn there, this is a line which none but God could draw on thy own soul. The midwives said to the Israelitish women, they were not like the Egyptians in bringing forth their children, for they n-ere livt/yf and delivered ere the midwives 
could 
128   YOUn FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION could come at  them, Exod   i   19-    Truly, thus lively and ready is th<  gracious heart  in any thing it is called to do or suffer.    It is not delivered with so much  difficulty of a duty as of a carnal heart, which   must   have the help and midwifery of some carnal arguments, or else it sticks in the birth : but the gracious heart h-ath done before these come to lend their helping hand ; pure love to God, obedience to the call of his command, and faith on the security of his promise, facilitate the work, that be it never so burthensome to the llesh, yet it is not grievous to the spirit; that is ever ready  to say, Thi/ will be done and not mine.    The Apostle makes this free submission to the disposure of God's afflicting hand to evidence a son's spirit, Heb. xii. 7.    If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with yon as with sons. Observe, he doth not say, if you be chastened, but if you endure chastening.    Naked suffering  doth not prove sonship, but to endure it, so as not to sink in our courage, or shrink from under the burthen God lays  on, but readily to offer our shoulder to it, and patiently carry it, looking with a cheerful eye at the reward, (not to throw it off) but to have it taken off by that hand which laid it on ; this shews a child-like spirit, and the evidence thereof must needs be a comfortable companion to the soul, especially  at such a time when that Sophister of Hell useth the afflictions w^hich lie upon it, as an argument to disprove its relation to God ; now to have this answer to stop the liar's mouth at hand; Satan, if I be not a child, how could I so readily submit to the Lord's family discipline ?    This is no small mercy. 
SECT.   11. 
Secondly, This frame of spirit makes him a free man, that hath it; and no mean price useth to be set on the head of liberty. The very birds had rather be abroad in the woods, thou2:h lean with cold and care, to pick up here and there a little^livelihood, than in a golden cage with all their attendance. Now truly, there is a bondage which few^ are sensible of, and that is'a bondage to the creature j when a man is 
so 
so enslaved to his enjoyments and low contentments here on earth, that they give law to him_, that would give law to them, and measure out his joy to him (what he shall have), little or much. Thus some are slaves to their estates, it is said_, their hearts goes after their covetousness; that is, as the servant after the master, who dares not be from his back; their money is the master, and hath the best keeping, their heart waits on it, shall I say as a servant after his master ? yea, as a dog at his master's foot; others are as great slaves to their honours; so poor spirited, that they cannot enjoy themselves, if they have not the cap and knee of all they meet; such a slave was Haman, the great favourite of his prince, who but be at Court ? that could, at the expence of a few words, get the King's ring to seal a bloody decree for the massacring of so many thousands of innocent persons against all sense and reason of state, merely to fulfil his lust, had not this man honour enough put upon him to content his ambitious spirit ? No, there is a poor Jew at the King's gate, will not make a leg to him as he goes by, and this so roils his proud stomach, that he has no joy of all his other greatness, Esther V. 13. Yet all this availeth me nothing (saith the poor spirited wretch) so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the King's gate. A third sort are as much in bondage to their pleasures, they are said to live in pleasure on earth, James v. 5. their life is bound up in then* pleasures, as the rush grows in the mud, and the fish lives in the water ; they cannot live without their pleasures;' take them from their feasts and sports, and their hearts, with Nabal's, die like a stone in their bosoms* Now this frame of spirit we are speaking of, breaks all these chains, and brings the Christian out of every house of bondage. It learns him to like what fare God sends; if prosperity comes, he knows how to abound, so that, if he be by a turn of providence thrown out of the saddle of his present enjoyment, his foot shall not han^ in the stirrup, or his enslaved soul drag him after it with whining desires. No, through grace, he is a free man, and can spare the company of any creature, so long as he may but have Christ's with him. Blessed Paul stands upon his liberty; All things are lawful to me^ hut I will not be brought under the pozcer of any, 1 Cor. vi. 12. I know the place is meant of those indifferent things concerning which there Vol. III. R was 
130 YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION was a dispute; but there is another sense, in which all things here below were indifferent things to that holy man; honour or dishonour, abundance or want, life or death. These were indifferent to Paul\ he would not come under the power of any one of them. It did not become a servant of Christ, he tliought, to be so tender of his reputation, as to write himself undone, when he had not this or that; not to be so in love with abundance, as not to be ready to welcome want. Not to be endeared so to life, as to run from the thoughts of death; nor to be so weary of a suffering life, as to hasten death to come for his ease. 
SECT.  III. 
Thirdly, This readiness to suffer, as it ennobles with freedom, so  it enables the Christian for service.    It is a sure truth, so far and no more is the Christian fit to live serviceably, than he is prepared to suffer readily.    Because there is no duty but hath the cross attending on it, and he that is offended at the cross, will not be long pleased with the service that it brings.    Prayer is the daily exercise of a saint; this he cannot do as he should, except he can heartily say, thy zvill he done ; and who can do that in truth, unless ready to suffer?  Praising God is a standing duty; yea, in every thing Ti'e must give thanks, I Thes. v ; but what if affliction befal us, how shall we tune our hearts to that note, if not ready to suffer ?  can we bless God and murmur ? praise God and repine.?  The minister's work is to preach, woe to him if he do not; and if he do preach, he is sure to suffer. Paul had his orders for the one, and mittimus for the other together ; he was sent at the same time to preach the grace of God to the world, and to endure the wrath of the world for God ; so  God told Ananias, that he should bear his name before the Gentiles, and suffer great things for his name's sake. Acts ix. 15, 19. And if the gospel did not please the ungrateful world out of Pauls mouth, who had such a rare art of sweetening it, it were strange that any who fall so far short of his gifts, to move in the pulpit, and of his grace to win upon the hearts of men when out, should (if they mean 
to 
to be faithful) think to go without the wages, which the world paid him for his pains, reproach and contempt, if not downright blows of bloody persecution as he met with. And is not this shoe needful for the preacher's foot, that is to walk among so many hissing serpents ? Who but a Paul, that had got over the fond love of hfe, and fear of a bloody death, would have been so willing to go into the very lion's den, and preach the gospel there, where he invited death in a manner to come unto him ? I mean at Rome itself, the seat of cruel Nero ; So much as in me is, I am ready to preacK the gospel to you that are at Rome also, for I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, Rom. i, 15, l6. 
In a word. It is the duty of every Christian to make a free profession of Christ. Now this cannot be done without hazard. And if the heart be not resolved in this point what to do, the first storm that riseth will make the poor man put into any creek or hole, rather than venture abroad in foul weather. John xii. 42. Among the chief rulers also many 6elieved on him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue. Poor souls, they could have been content, if the coast had been clear, to have put forth, but had not courage enough to bear a little scorn that threatened them. O ! what folly is it to engage for God, except we be willing to lay all at stake for him: It is not worth the while to set out in Christ's company by profession, except we mean to go through with him, and not leave him unkindly when we are half way, because of a slouoh or two. 
SECT.   IV. 
This rendiness of spirit to suffer, gives the Christian the true enjoyment of his life. A man never comes to enjoy himself truly in any comfort of his life, till prepared to deny himself readily in it. It is a riddle ; two considerations will unfold it. First, Then is that which hinders the enjoyment of our lives taken away, and that is fear ; where this is, there is torment. The out-setting deer is observed to be lean (though where good food is), because always in fear. And so must they needs be in the midst of all their enjoyments, 
R 2 Oft 
1S2   YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION on whose heart this vulture is continually feeding.    There needs nothing else  to hring a man's joy into a consumption, than an inordinate fear of losing what he hath: Let but this get hold of a man's spirit, and once become hectical, and the comfort of his life is gone past recovery.   How many by this are more cruel to themselves, than it is possible their worst enemies could be to them? They, alas! when they have done their utmost, can kill ihem but once: But by antidating their own miseries, they kill themselves  a thousand times over, even as oft as the fear of dying comes over their miserable hearts.    But when once the Christian has got his piece of armour on, his soul is prepared for death and danger; he sits at the feast which God in his present providence allows him, and fears no messenger with ill news to knock at his door, yea, he can talk of his dying hour, and not spoil the mirth of his present condition ; as carnal Hien think  it does, to whom a discourse of dying in the ■midst of their junkets, is like the coming in of the officer to attack a company  of thieves that are making merry together with their stolen goods ; or like the wet cloth that Hazael clapped on the King his master's face ; it makes all the joy which flushed out hefore, squat in on a sudden, that the poor creatures sit dispirited till they get out of this aftVighting subject, by some divertisement or other, which only relieves ihem for the present, and puts them out of that particular fit this brought upon them ; but leaves them deeper in slavery to such amazement of heart, whenever the same ghost shall appear.    Whereas the Christian, that hath this preparation of heart, never tastes more sweetness in the enjoyments of this life, than when he dips these morsels in the meditation of death and eternity.    It is no more grief to his heart, to think of the removal of these, which makes way for those far sweeter enjoyments, than it would be to one at a feast, to have the first course taken off, which he hath fed well on, that the second course of all rare sweet-meats may come, which it cannot till the  other be gone.   Holy David, Psalm xxiii. 45. brings in, as it \\ ere, a death's head with his feast.    In the same breath almost be speaks of hi§ dying, ver. 4. and of the rich feast he at present sat at through the bounty of God, ver. 5. to which he was not so tied by the teeth : But if God, that gave him this cheer, should call him from it^ to look death in the face, he could 
do 
do it, and fear no evil,  when ifi the valley of the shadow thereof, P^alm xxiii   4. And what think yon of the blessed apostle, Peter? had not he the true enjoyment of his life, when he could sleep so sweetly in  a  prison (no desirable place),  last bound  between  two soldiers (no comfortable posture) and this the very night before Herud would  have brought him forth, in all piobability, to \\\> execution? no likely tune, one would think, to get any rest, yet we find him, even there, thus, and then, so sound asleep, that the angel who was sent to give him his s^oal-deliverv, smote him on the side to awake him.  Jets xii. 6, 7.   I question whether Herod himself slept so well ths night, as this his prisoner did.    And  what was the potion ti at brought this holy man so quietly to rest ?  No doubt this preparation of the gospel of peace; he wa:^ ready to die,  and that  mada him able to  sleep ; why should tb»t break his rest in this world, which, if it had been  effected, would have brought him to his eternal rest in the oiher? 
Secondly, The more ready and prepared the Christian is to suffer from God, or for God. the more God is engaged to take care for him and of him. A good General is most tender of that soldier's life, who is least tender of it himself. The less the Christian values himself, and his interests for God's sake, the more careful God is of him, either to keep him from suffering or in it: both which are meant. Matt. xvi. 28. Jfhosotver zo/ll lose his life for my sake, shall find it. Abraham was ready to offer up his son, and then God would not suffer him to do it. But if the Lord at any time takes the Christian's offer, and lets the blow be given, though to the severing of soul and body, he yet shews his tender care of him, by the high esteem he sets upon their blood ; which is not more prodigally spilt by man's cruelty, than carefully sjathered up by God ; Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faints. 
Thus we see, that by resigning ourselves up to the disposure of God, we engage God to take care of us, and whatever befals us. And tli^t Qian or woman sure must needs live comfortably, that hath the care of himself wholly taken off his own slioulders, and rolled upon God, at whose finding he novV lives. The poor widow never was better off than when the prophet kept house for her; she freely parted with her iittie meal foi' the prophet's use^ and a reward 
134 YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION ward of her faith, in crediting the message he brought from the Lord^ so far as to give the bread out of her own mouth, and child's, to the prophet, she is provided for by a miracle, 1 Kings xvii. 12, 13. O! when a soul is once thus brought to the foot of God, that it can sincerely say, Lord, here I am, wilhng to deliver up all I have, and am to be at ihy disposal, mj- will shall be done, when thou hast thy will of me. God accounts himself deeply obliged to look after that soul. 
CHAP. XVI. 
The Numbei^ of true Chi^isfians hut little, shewn Jrom this Readiness to suffer, that is required in every Christian, more or less, with an E.vhortaticn to the Duty, from two Arguments, 
Use 1. Jr IRST, Must the Christian stand thus shod in readiness to march at the call of God in any way or weather ? This will exceedingly thin and lessen the number of true Christians, to what they appear to be at the first view, by the estimate of an eas3', cheap profession. He that should come into our assembhes, and see them thracked and wedg'^ cd in so close with multitudes flocking after the word, might wonder at first to hear the ministers sink the nimiber of Christians so low, and speak of them as so little a company. Surcl}^ their eyes fail them, that they cannot see wood for trees ; Christians that stand before them. This very thing made one of the disciples ask Christ with no little wondring at it; Lord, are there few that shall he saved "^, Luke xiii. 23. Observe the occasion of this question, Christy ver. 22. went through the rities and villages, teaching and journeying towards Jerusalem. He saw Christ so free of his pains, to preach at every town he came, and people throng after him^ with great expressions of joy that fell 
from 
from many, ver. 17. Then said he, Lord, are there fezo that shall be saved? As if he had said, This seems very strange, and almost incredible. To see thij way to Heaven strewed so thick with people, and the means of salvation in such request, and yet but few saved at last; how can this be? Now mark our Saviour's unriddling this mystery. A/id he said to them, it seems the man spoke more than his own scruple, strive to enter in at the strait gate ; for many, I sat/ unto you, shall seek, hut shall not be able, ver. 24-. As if Christ had said, you judge by a wrong rule. If profession would serve the turn, and flocking after sermons with some seeming joy at the word, were enough to save, Heaven would soon be full: But as you love poor souls, do not bolt or try yourselves by this coarse sieve; but strives to enter, fight and wrestle, venture life and limb, rather than fall short of He^aven. For many shall seek, but shall not be able; that is, seek by an easy profession, and cheap religion, such as is hearing the word, performance of duties, and the like ; of this kind there are many that will come and walk about Heaven's door, willing enough to enter^ if they may do it without rufflng their pride in a crowd, or hazarding their present carnal interest by any contest and scuffle. But they^ shall not be able, that is, to enter; because their carnal cowardly hearts shall not be able to strive ; so that take Christians under the notion of Seekers, and by Christ's own Vi'ords, they are many ; but consider them under the notion oi Strivers, such as stand ready shod with a holy resolution, to strive even to blood, if such trials meet them in the way to Heaven, rather than not enter. And then the number of Christian soldiers Avill shrink like Gideon's goodly host to a little troop. O ! how easy were it to instance in several sorts of Christians, so called in a large sense, that have not^ this gospel-shoe to their foot, and therefore sure to founder and faulter^ when once they be brought to go upon sharp stones! 
SECT. I. 
First, The ignorant Christian, what work is he like to make of suffering for Christ and his gospel ? And they are not the least number in many congregations, ihey who have 
Hot 
13^ VOUn FEET SHOD WITH THE PllEPARATION not so much lijj-ht of knowledge in their understanding, as to know who Christ is, and what he had done for them, will they have so much heat of love as to march cheerfully after him, when every step they take must fetch blood fro .i them, Nabal tliought he gave a rational answer to David's serTants, that asked some relief of them in their present straight, when he said, Sha/l f take myhrtad and myzonter, and mu fesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men I kn'>w not whence they be^ I Sam* xxv. He thought it too much to part with upon so little acquaintance. And will the ignoraiit person, think you, be seady to part, not only with his bread and flesh oat of the po[, a little of his estate, but the flesh of his own body, if called to suffer, and all this at the command of Christ, who is one he knows not whence he is ? Paul gives this as the reason why he suffered, and was not ashamed, for, saith he, / know who I have believed, 2 Tim. i. 12. Stories tell us of the Samaritans, a mongrel kind of people, both in their descent and religion, that when it went well with the people of God, the /s?'fl6/zVts, then they would claitn kindred with them and he Jews; but when the church of God was under any outward affliction, then they would disclaim it again. And we may the less wonder at this base cowardly spirit in them if we read the character Christ gives of them, to be a people that worshipped they hiezo not what, John iv. 22. Religion hath but loose hold of them that hath no better hold of it, than a blind man's hand. 
Secondly, Carnal gospellers, who keep possession of their lusts, while they make profession of Christ. A generation these are, that have nothing to prove themselves Christians by, but their baptism, and a Christian's name which they have obtained thereby ; such as were they to live araon^ Turks and Heathens, their language and conversations, did they but conceal whence they came, would never betray them to be Christians; can it now be rationally thought that these are the men and women who stand ready to suffer for Christ and his gospel ? No sure, they who will not wear Christ's yoke, will much less bear his burthen. If the yoke of the command be thought grievous, that binds them to duty, they will much more think the burthen of the cross insupportable. He that will not do for Christ, w^ill not die for Christ,   That servant is very unlike to fight to blood in 
his 
Ills master's quarrel, that will not work for him so as to sweat in his service. , 
Thirdly, The politic professor. A fundamental article, in whose creed is to save himself, not from sin, but from danger; and therefore he studies the times more than the scriptures, and is often lookin*^ what corner the wind lies in, that accordingly he may sliape his coarse, and order his profession, which like the hedge-hog's house, ever opens towards the w^arm side. 
Fourthly, The covetous professor, whose heart and head are so full of woidly projects, that suffering for Christ must needs be very unwelcome to him, and find him far enough from such a disposition. You know what the Egi/~ tians said of the Isr^aelitesj They are entangled in the land, the mlderness hath shut them in^ Exod. xiv. 13. More true it is of this sort of professors, they are entangled in the world : this wilderness hath shut thjem in. A man whose foot is in a snare, is as fit to walk and run, as they to follow Christ, when to do it, may prejudice their worldly interest. Our Saviour speaking of the miseries that were come on Jerusalem, Wo (saith he) unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days, Matt. xxiv. 19.— Because it would be more difficult for them to escape the ■danger by flight: The big-bellied mother being unable to fiy fast enough with her child in her womb, and the nurse as unwilling to leave her dear babe behind her. But many more woes to them, who in days and trials, and persecution for the gospel, shall be found big with the world, or that give suck to any covetous inordinate affection to the creatures, such will find it hard to escape the temptation, that these will beset them with. It is impossible in such a time to keep estate and Christ together. And as impossible for a heart that is set upon the world to be wilhng to leave it for Christ's company. 
Fifthly, The conceited professor, who hath an high opinion of himself, and is so far from an humble holy jealousy and fear of himself, that he is self-confident. Here is a man shod and prepared he thinks, but not with the right gospeU shoe. By strength shall no man prevail, 1 Sam. ii. 9. He that in Queen Mary's days was so free of his flesh for Christ, as he said, he would see his fat melt in the fire, of which he hud good store, rather than fall back to Popery, lived, poor 
Vol, III. ,S man; 
138 YOUR FEET SHOD \YITH THE PR EPARATION man, to see his resolution melt, and himself cowardly pat^vith his faith to save his fat. Those that glory of then- va Jour, Avhen they put on the harness, ever put it oft' with shame. The heart of man is deceitful above all things, a very Jacob, that will supplant its own self. He that cannot take the length of his own foot, how can he of himself lit a shoe to it? 
SECT. 11. 
Be exhorted all you that take the name of Christ upon you, to keep this shoe of preparation on, that you may be ready at all times to follow the call of God's providence, though it should lead you into a suffering condition. Take two motives: 
First, Consider, Christian, suffering work may overtake thee suddenly, before thou art  aware.    Sometimes orders come to soldiers for a sudden march; they have not so much as an hour's w^arning, but must be gone as soon as the drum beats.    And so mayest thou be called out. Christian, before thou art aware, into the field, either to suffer for God, or from God.    Jtbraham had little time given him to deal with his heart, and persuade it into a compliance with God, for offering his son Isaac.    A great trial and short w^arning: Take nozi) thy son, thy only son Isaac.    Gen. xxii. 2, not a year, a month, a week hence", but now. This was in the night, and Abraham is gone early in the morning, yer. 3.    How would he have entertained this strange news, if he had been then to p'ain the consent of his heart?  but that was not now to do ; God had Abraham's heart already, and therefore he doth not now dispute his order, but obeys.    God can make a sudden alteration in  thy  private affairs; Christian, how: couldst thou, in thy perfect strength and health, endure to hear the message of death, if God should, before any lino'erin*>- sickness hath brought thee  into some acquaintance with death, say no more, but up and die, as once to Hoses'"^ Art thou shod for such a journey? couldst thou say, Good is the word of the Lord?    What if in one day thou wast to step out of honour into disgrace, to be stripped of thy silks and velvets, and in vile raiment called to act a beggar's part ? couldst thou rejoice that thou art made low, and fii>d thy 
heart 
licart ready to bless the most high?    This would speak thee a soul evanorelically shod indeed. 
Again, God can as soon change the scene in the public affaivs of the times thou livest in, as to the gospel and profession of it. May be now authority smiles on the church of God, but within a while it may frown, and the storm of ]jersecution arise, j4ctsix. 31. Then had the churches rest throughout all Judta, this was a blessed time; but how longdid it iast ? alas, not long, chap, xii. there is sad news of a bloody persecution, D. 1. About this time Herod the king stretched forth his hand to vex certain of the church; in which persecution, James, the brother of John, lost his life by his cruel sword; and Peter in prison, like to go to the same shambles. And the church driven into a corner to pray in the night together, v. 12. O what a sad change is here! now in blood, who even now had rest on every side. It is observed that in islands, the weather is far more variable and uncertain, than on the continent; here you may know ordinarily what weather will be for a long time together; but in islands, in the morning we know not what weather will be before night; we have oft-times summer and winter in the same day, and all this is imputed to the near neighbourhood of the sea that surrounds them. The Saints in heaven, live (as I may say) on the continent. A blessed constancy of peace and rest there enjoyed. They may know by what peace and bUss they have at present, what they have to eternity; but here below, the church of Christ is as a floating island, compassed with the world (I mean, men of the world) as with a sea ; and these sometimes blow hot, and sometimes cold; sometimes they are still and peaceable, and sometimes enraged and cruel; even as God binds up, or lets loose their wrath. Now Christian, doth it not behove thee to be always in readiness? when thou knowest not but the wind may turn into the cold corner, and the times which now favour the gospel, so as to fill the sails of thy profession with all encouragement, may on a sudden blow full on thy face, and oppose it as much, as it before countenanced it ? 
Secondly, Consider if thy feet be not shod with a preparation to sutFer for Christ here on earth, thy head cannot be crowned in heaven, Rom. viii. 17. Jf children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. Now mark the following words: // so be we sufer zoiih him, that we may 
S2 he 
UO   YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION be also glorified together; it is true, that all the Saints do, not die martyrs at a stake, but every Saint must have a spirit of martyrdom, a lieart  prepared for suffering.    God Jiever intended Isaac should be sacrificed, yet he will have AbrU'ham lay the knife to his throat.    Thus God will have us lay our neck on the block, and be (as  Paul said of himself) bound in the spirit, under a sincere purpose of heart to give up ourselves to his will and pleasure, which is called n preuntlnff our bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, Rom. xii. l."   That as the Jew brought the beast alive, and presented it freely before him to be done withal as God had commanded ; so  we are to present our bodies before God to be disposed of as he commands, both in active and passive obedience.    He that  refuseth to suffer for Christ, refuseth   also   to   reign with.Christ.    The putting off the shoe among the Jews was a sign of a man's putting off the rigiit  of inheritance, Deut. xxv. 9, 10.    Thus did Elimelech's kinsman, when he renounced and disclaimed any right that he might have in his estate, he drew off his shoe, Ruth iv, 7, 8.    O Christian, take heed of putting off thy gospelshoe ; by this thou dost disclaim thy right in heaven's inheritance, no portion is there laid up for any that will not suffer for Christ.    The persecutions which the  Saints endure for the gospel, are made an evident token to them of salvation,. and that  of God, Phil.  i.  28.     Surely then the denying Christ to escape suffering, is a sad token of perdition.    Q Sirs, is  not heaven's inheritance   worth enduring  a little trouble for ?    Naboth^s vweydi'd was no  great matter, yet rather than he would sell it to its worth, or change it for a better in another place, he chose to lay his life at stake by provoking a mighty king.    Thou canst. Christian, venture no more for rhy heavenly inheritance, than he paid for refusing to alienate his petty patrimony of an acre or two of land (thy temporal life I mean).    And besides the odds between his vineyard on earth, and thy paradise in heaven, ■which is infmite, and suffers no proportion, thou hast this advantage also of him  in thy sufferings for Christ; when Naboth%st his life he  lost his  inheritance also, that he so strove to keep; but thy persecuting enemies shall do  thee this friendly office against their wihs, that when they dispossess thee of thy life, they shall help thee into possession of thv inheritance. 
CHAP. 
CHAP. XVIL 
SLv Directions for the helping on of this Spiritual 
!Shoe, 
JL HE great question I now expect to fall from thy mouth. Christian, is, not how thou mayest escape these troubles ancj trials, which, as the evil genius of the gospel do always attend it; but rather, how thou mayest have this shoe on, ready for a march, to go and meet them when they come, and cheerfully wade through them, whatever they be^ or 'how long soever they stay with thee ? 
jinsw. This is a question well-becoming a Christian soldier; to ask for armour wherewith he may fight, whereas the coward throws away his armour, and asks whither he may ?iy. I shall therefore give the best counsel I can in these few particulars. 
SECT. I. 
First, Look carefully to the ground of tliy active obedience, that is to be sound and sincere. The same right principles whereby the sincere soul acts for Christ, will carry him to suffer for Christ, when a call from God comes. The children of Ephriam being armed, and carrying bows, turned hack in the day of battle, Psalm Ixxviii. 9. Why ? what is the matter ? so well armed, and yet so cowardly ? This seems strange^ read the preceding verse, and you will cease wondering ? they are called there, a generation thai set not their heart aright, and zahose spirit za^as not stedfast zvith God. Let the armour be what it will, yea if soldiers were in a castle, whose foundation were rock, and walls brass, yet if their hearts be not right to their Prince, an easy storm will drive them from the walls, and a little scare open their gate, which hath not this bolt of sincerity on it to hold it fast.    In our late  wars we have seen  that  honest hearts 
within 
J42 YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION within thin and weak works, have held the town, when no walls could defend treachery from betraying trust. O pray for sincerity in the engaging at first for God and his gospel. Be oft asking thy own soul for whom thou performest this and that. If thou canst get a satisfactory answer from thy soul here, thou rnayest hope well; if faith's working hand be sincere, then its fighting hand will be valiant. That place is observable, Heb. xi. 33. Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrous:ht righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouth of lions, quenched the violence of fire ; and with other great things that faith enabled them to endure, as you may read in the 34, S5^ and 36 verses; where note, how the power of faith, enabling the Christian to work righteousness (that is, live holilv and righteously), is reckoned among the wonders of sufferinos, which it strengthened them to endure. Indeed had it not done this, it would never have endured these. 
SECT. II. 
Secondly, Pray for a suffering spirit; this is not a common gift, which every carnal gospeller, and slighty professor hath. No, it is a peculiar gift, and bestowed but on a few sincere souls; unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not onhf to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake, Phil. i. 20. All the parts and common gifts that a maiii hath, will never enable him to drink deep of this cup for Christ; such is the pride of man's heart, he had rather suffer any way than this ; rather from himself, and for himself, than from Christ, or for Christ; you would wonder to see sometimes how much a child will endure at his play, and never cry,- this fall, and that knock, and no great matter is made of it by him, because got in a way that is pleasing to him ; but let his father whip him, though it puts him not to half the smart, yet he takes on, that there is no quieting him. Thus men can bring trouble on themselves, and bite in their complaints. One can play away his estate at cards and dice, and another whore away his health, or cut off many years from his life, by beastly ^drunkenness, and all is endured patiently, yea, if they had their money and strength agaiq, they should go the'same way; they do not repent of what 
theif 
their lusts have cost them, but mourn they have no more to bestow upon them ; their hists shall have all they have to a morsel oF bread in their cupboard, and drop of blood in tlieir veins; yea, they are not afraid of burning in hell, as their sins martyrs. But come and ask these that are so free of their purse, flesh, soul, and all, in lust's service, to lay theit estate or hfe for a few moments at stake in Christ's cause and his truth's, and you shall see that God is not so much beholden to them. And, therefore, pray and pra}'^ again for a suffering spirit in Christ's cause ; yea. Saints themselves needs earnestly plead ^vith God for this. Alasl they do not find suffering-work follow their hand so easily. The flesh loves to be cockered, not crucified ; many a groan it costs the Christian before he can learn to love this work. Now prayer, if any means, will be helpful to thee in this particular. He that can wrestle with God, need not fear the face of death and danger. Prayer engageth God's strength and wisdom for our help; and what is too hard for the creature, that hath God at his back for his help, to do or suffer ? We are bid to count it all joy y when we fall into divers temptations, James i. 2. Not temptations to sin, but for righteousness ; he means troubles for Christ and his gospel. Ah! but might the poor Christian say, it were cause of more joy to be able to stand under these temptations, than to fall into them. Little joy would it be to have the temptation, and not the grace to endure it. True indeed ; but for thy comfort. Christian, he that leads thee into this temptation, stands ready to help thee through it: If any of you (i. e. vou sufferers chiefly) lack msdom, let him ask of God thatgivethto all men liberally, and uphraideth not, and it shall be given him. This should not much strain our faith to believe. There are not many masters so disingenuous to be found, that would twit and upbraid their servant for asking humbly their counsel in a work of peril and diflicult}^, which they chearfuUy undertake out of love to their persons, and obedience to their command; how much less needest thou fear such dealing from thy God; if thou hast so much faith and love as to venture at his command upon the sea of suffering, he will, without doubt, find so much mercy as to keep thee from drowning, if feeling thyself begin to sink, thou criest earnestly, as Peter did to him, Lord save rne; wert thou ^ven under water, praving would buov thee up again.   But 
if 
lU YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PRiSPARATtON if thou art not a man of prayer before suffering-work come^ thou wilt he able to do little at that weapon then. The proverb indeed is, He that would learn to pray, let him go to sea: But I think it were better thus, He that would go to sea (this I mean of suffering), let him learn to pray before. 
SECT. IK. 
Thirdly, Be much in meditation of a suffering state. He ^vill say his lesson best, when his master calls him forth, that is oftenest conning it over before-hand to himself; do by the troubles thou mayest meet with, as porters use to do with their burdens ; they will lift them again and again before they take them on to their back. Thus do thou, be often lifting up in thy meditations those evils that may befal thee for Christ andhis truth; and try how^ thou couldst endure them; set poverty, prison, banishment, fire and faggot, before thee on the one hand, and the precious truths of Christ on the other, wath the sweet promises made to those that shall hold fast the word of patience held forth in such an hour of temptation. Suppose it were now thy very case, and thou wert put to thy choice w^hich thou wouldst take ; study the question seriously, till thou determinest it clearly in thy conscience ; and do this often, that the arguments which flesh and blood will then be sm'e to use for thy pitying thyself, may not be new and unanswered; nor the encouragements and strong consolations, which the vrord affords, be strange, and under any suspicion in thy thoughts, w^hen thou art to venture thy lite upon their credit and Iruth. The promises are our garrison and fastness at such time; and we shall not find it easy to run to them in a straight, except we were acquainted with them in a time of peace. A stranger that flies to a house for refuge in a dark night, fumbles about the door, and knows not how to find the latch, his enemy, if n'vrh, may kill him before he can open it; but one that lives in'the house, or is well acquainted with it, is not long a gettino- in. Come my ptopk (saith God) enter thou into th^ chambers, Isaiah xxvi. He is shewing them their lodgings in his attributes and promises before it is nighty and their sufferings be come, that they may readily find the way to them 
-^-''^^■^'^- SECT. 
SECT. IV. 
Fourthly, Make a daily resignation of thyself up to the Avili of God. Indeed this should he, as it were, the lock of the night, and key of the morning ; we should open an,d shut our eyes with this, commending ourselvc» into the hands of God. This, if daily performed, not formally (as all duties frequently repeated, without the more care are like to be), but solemnh", would sweetly dispose the soul for a welcoming of any trial that can befal him. The aukwardness of our hearts to suffer, comes much from distrust. Aii unbelieving soul treads upon the promise, as a man upon ice ,• at first going upon it, it is full of fears and tumultuous thoughts, lest it should crack ; now this daily resigniition of thy heart, as it will give thee an occasion of conversing more with the thoughts of God's power, faithfulness, and other of his attributes (for want of familiarity with \yhich, jealousies arise in our hearts when put to any great plunge) so also it will furnish thee with many experiences of the realit}^, both of his attributes and promises; which, though they need not any testimony from sense, to gain them creclit, yet so nmch are we made of sense, so childish and weak is our faith, that we find our hearts much helped by those experiences we have had, to rely on him tor the future. Look, therefore, carefully to this, every morning leave thyself and ways in God's hand. Psalm x. 14. and at night look again how well God hath looked to his trust, and sleep not till thou hast affected thy heart with his faithfulness, and laid a stronger charge on thy heart to trust itself again in God's keeping in the night. And when any breach is made, and seeming loss befals thee in any enjoyment, which thou hast by faith ensured of thy God, observe how God fills up that breach, and makes up that loss to thee ; and rest not til] thou hast fully vindicated the good name of God to thy own heart; be sure thou lettest no discontent of dissatisfaction lie upon thy spirit at God's dealings ; but chide thy heart for it, as David did his. Psalm xliii. And thus doing, with God's blessing, thou shalt keep thy faith in breath for a longer race, when called to run it. 
Vol. III. T SECT. 
SECT. V. 
Fiftiily, Make self-denial'appear as rational and reasonable as thou canst to thy soul ; the stronLi;er the understanding is able to reason for the equity and rationahty of any work or duty, the more readily and chearfully (if the heart be honest and sincere) is it done. Suppose, Christian, thy God should call for thy estate, libertj', yea, life and all, can it seem unreasonable to thee r especially, 
First, If thou considerest that he bids thee deliver his own, not thine. He lent thee these, but he never gave away the propriety of them ; dost thou wrong thy neighbour, to call for that money thou lentest him a year or two past ? No sure; thou thinkest he hath reason to thank thee for lending it to him, but none to complain for calling it from him. 
Secondly, Consider, he doth not, indeed cannot bid thee deny so much for him, as he hath done for thee. Ts reproach for Christ so intolerable, that thy proud spirit cannot brook it ? wh}^, who art thou ? what great house comest thou from ? see one, that had more honour to lay at stake than I hope thou darest pretend to, Jesus Christ, who thought it no rohhery to he equal with God, but made himself oj no reputation. It is pain and torment thou art afraid of r O look up to the cross where the Lord of life hung for thy sins, and thou wilt take up thy own cross more wiliingly, and thank God too, that he hath made thine so ligljt and easy, when he provided one so heavy and tormenting to his beloved son. 
Thirdly, Consider whatever God calls thee to deny for his truth, it is not more than he can recompense. Moses §aw this, and that made him leap out of his honours and riches into the reproach of Christ, for he had respect to the recompence of reward, Heb. xi. 26. It is much that a man will deny himself strong!v in, for something'his hearts desires in this life. If a man be greedy of gain, he will deny himself of half the night's sleep, to plot in his bed, or rise early from it to his work; he will eat homely fare, go in vile riiiment, dwell in a smoaky house for the conveniency of a shop, how men of quality will crowd themselves up into a 
little 
little corner, though to the prejudice of their healths, and hazard sometimes of their lives, yet hope of gain recom])enceth all. And now put their gains into the scale with thine, Christian, that art sure to come in by denyino- thyself for Christ, and ask thy soul, whether it blush not to see them so freely deny themselves of the comfort of their lives for an imaginary, uncertain, at best a short advantage. 
SECT.  VI. 
Sixthly, Labour to  carry  on the work of mortification every day, to a further degree. It is the sap in the wood that makes it hard to burn, and corruption unmortified that makes the  Christian  loth  to  suifer;   dried wood  will   not kindle sooner than a heart mortified to the lusts of the world, will endure any thing for Christ.    The apostle speaks of some that were tortured, not acceptijig deliverancey that they might obtain a better resurrection, Heb. xi   35.    They  did  not like the world so well, being so far on their journey to heaven (though in hard way) to be willing to come back to live in   it  any longer.    Take   heed, Christian,   of leaving any "worldly lust unmortified in thy soul: this will never consent thou shouldst endure much for Christ; few ships sink at sea ; they are the rocks and shelves that split them : couldst thou get off the rocks of pride and unbelief, and escape knockinoon the sands of fear of man, love of the world, and the like lusts, thou  wouldst  do well enough in the greatest storm that can overtake thee in the sea of this world.    If a man purge himuJf from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified and meet for his master''s use, and prepared unto every good  zoork, 2 Tim. ii. 21.     O   that  we knew   the heaven that is in a mortified soul! one that is crucified to to the world and lusts of it ; he hath the advantage of any other in doing or suffering for Christ, and enjoying Christ in both.    A mortified soul lives out of all noise and disturbance from those carnal passions which put all out of quiet where they come.    When the mortified soul goes to dutv, here are not those rude and unmannerly intrusions of impertinent, carnal, yea, sinful thoughts between him and his 
T 2 God. 
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God.    Is he to go to prison ?  here is not sucli weeping and t iking   on ; no lust to  hang about his legs, and break his heart with its insinuations; no self-love to entreat him that he would pity himself; his heart is free, got out of the acquaintance  of these troubles of his peace, and a prison to him, if he may go upon so honourable an errand, as testifying to the truth ; O  ho^v'-welcome is it to him! whereas an ulunortified heart is wedged   in with so great acquaintance   ^ and kindred (as I may so say)   vvhich his heart hath in the ■world, that it is impossible to get out of their embraces into any willingness to suffer.    A man that comes into an inn in a strange place, he may rise at what time he pleaseth, and be gone as early as  he pleaseth in the morning ; there are none to intreat liim to stay : but hard to get out of a friend's house; these like the Levitt's father in law, will be desiring him to stay one day, and then one more, and another after that.    The mortified soul is the stranger; he meets with no disturbance (I mean comparatively) in his journey  to heaven, while the unmortified one is hnked in  for getting on his journey in haste, especially so long as the flesh hath so fair an excuse as the foulness of the way or weather, any hardship likely to be endured for his profession.    I have read of one of the  Cafo's, that in his old age he witlidrew himself from Rome to his country-house, that he might spend his elder years free from care and trouble.    And all the l?omans as they rode bv his house used to say. This man alone knozi^s how to live.    I know not what art Cato had to disburden  himself, by his retiring, of the world's   cares; I am sure, a man may go into the country, and yet not leave the city behind him; his mind may  be in  a crowd, while his body is in the solitude of a wilderness.    Alas, poor  man; he was a stranger to the gospel; had he but been acquainted, with this, it could have shewn him away out of the world's crowd, in the midst of Rome itself, and that is by mortifying his heart to the world, both in the pleasures and troubles of it; and then that high commendation might have been given him without an hyperbole; for  to  speak  truth, he onlv knows aright how to live in the world, that hath learnt to die to the world.    And so much for the first point; which w^as, that the Christian  is to stand ready for all trials and troubles that may befal him. 
CHAP., 
CHAP. XVIII. 
Sheweth who is the Person that is shodnyid prepared for Sufferings, \. e, he that hath the Gospel's Peace in his Bosom ; and how this Peace doth prepare for Sufferings xvith the Application. 
Doct. 2. X HAT he who enjoys the peace of the gospel in his bosom, is the person, and the only person, that stands shod for all ways, prepared for all troubles and trials. 
SECT. I.  * 
First, None can make a shoe to the creature's foot, so as he shall go easy on hard way, but Christ; he  can do it to the creatures full content; and how ?    Truly no other way, than by  underlaying it; or if you will, lining it with the peace of the gospel; what though the way be set with sharp stones ?  if this  shoe  go between the  Christian's foot and them, they cannot   much  be  felt.    Solomon tells us, I'he ways of zeisdoiYi (that is Christ) arc ways of pleasantness.— But how so, when some of them are ways of suffering ?  the next words resolve us^ Jnd all her paths are peace, Prov. iii. 17.    Where there is peace, such peace as peace with God and conscience, there can want no pleasure.    David goes merry to bed when he hath nothing for supper, but the gladness that God by this puts into his heart, and promiseth himself a better night's rest than anv that are feasted with the  world's cheer, Psalm iv.  8.    Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their wine and corn increaseth.    I will both lay me down in peace  and sleep.— This same peace with God, enjoyed in the conscience, redounds to the comfort of the body.    Now David can sleep sweetly when he lies on a hard bed ;  what here he saith he would do, Psal. iii. 5. he saith he had done, I laid me down and slept, I awaked, for the Lord sustained me.   The title of 
the 
150   YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION the psalm tell us, when David had this sweet night's rest » not when he la}^ on hi<? bed of down in his stately palaee at Jerusalem^ but when he fied for his life from his unnatural son Absalom, and possibly was forced to lie in the open field under the canopy of heaven.    Truly it must be  a soft pillow indeed, that could make him forget his danger; who then had such a disloyal army at his back hunting of him ; yea, so transcendent is the sweet influence of this peace, that it can make the creature lie down as chearfully to sleep in the grave, as on the softest bed; you will say that child is willing that calls to be put to bed ; some of the Saints have desired God to lay them at rest in their beds of dust; and that not in a pet and discontent with their present trouble, as Job did, but from a sweet sense of this peace in their bosoms.    Now let thy servant depart in peace^ for mine eyes have seen thy salvation^ was the song of old  Simeon,    He speaks like a merchant that had got all his goods on shipboard, and now desires the master of the ship to hoist sail, and be gone homewards.    Indeed what should a Christian, that is but a foreigner here, desire to stay any longer for in the world, but to get this full lading in for Heaven? And when hath  he that, if not when he is assured of his peace with God ? This peace of the gospel, and sense of the love of God in the soul, doth so admirably conduce to the enabling of a person in all difficulties and temptations, and troubles ; that ordinarily before he calls his Saints to any hard service, or hot work, he gives them a draught of this cordial wine to chear them up, and embolden them in the conflict.    God calls jihram out of his native country. Gen. xii. I. And what so fit, as a promise of Christ to bring his heart to God's foot, ver. 2, 3.   A sad errand it was that sent Jacob to Fadan-Aram; he  fled from an angry wrathful brother, that had murdered him already in his thoughts, to an unkind deceitful uncle, under whom he should endure much hardship. 
Now God comes in a sweet gospel-vision to comfort this poor pilgrim ; for by that ladder, whose foot stood on earth, and top-reached Heaven, Christ was signified to his faith, in whom Heaven and earth meet, God and man are reconciled ; and by the moving up and down of the angels on the ladder, the ministry of the angels, which Chiistby his death and intercession procures for his Saints^ that they shall tend 
on 
on them,, as servants on their master's children ; so that the 8um of all, is as much as if God had sa'.d, Jacob, tliy brother, Esauy hates thee, but in Christ [ am reconciled tq thee ; thy uncie, Lahan, he will wrong thee, and deal hardly by thee, but fear him not; as I am in Christ at peace with thee, so through him thou shalt have my especial care over thee, and the guardianship of the holy angels about thee, to defend thee wherever thou  goest.    The  Israelites, When ready to take their march out o'i Egypt into a oesolate wilderness, where they should be put to m^kuy plunges, and their faith tried to purpose; to prepare tHem the more for these, he entertains them at a ]2;ospel-supper before they go forth, I mean the passover, which pointed to Christ; and no doubt the sweetness of this  feast made some gracious souls among them (that tasted   Christ  in  it) endure  the. hardship and hunger of the wilderness the more chearfully. And the same care and love did our Lord Jesus observe in the institution of his supper, chusing that for th6 time of erecting this sweet ordinance, when his disciples feet stood at the brink of a sea of sorrows and troubles, which his death, and the consequences of it, would inevitably bring upon them.    Now the pardon of their sins sealed to their souls in that ordinance, must needs be welcome, and enable them to wade through their sufferings the more comfortably.    Indeed, the great  care which Christ took for his  disciples, when he lett the world, was not to leave them a quiet world to live in, but to arm them against a troublesome world ; and to do this, he labours to satisfy their poor hearts with his love to them, and his father's love to them for his sake ; he bequeaths unto them his peace, and empties it in the sweet consolations of it into their bosoms,* for which end he tells them, as soon as he got to Heaven, he would pray his Father to send the Comforter to them with  all speed,  and sends them to Jerusalem, there to stay privately, and not go into the field, or openly contest with the angry world, till they received the strength and succour which tlie Spirit in  his  comforts should bring with him.    By all which it doth abundantly appear, how powerful this gospel-peace is to enable the soul  for sutl^ering.    Now I proceed to shewhow this peace doth  prepare th^ heart for all sufferings. 
And that two ways : 
•^ First, 
152  YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION" First, As it brings along with it, and p®ssesseth the soul 
(where  it comes)   with such glorious privileges, as lift it 
above all danger from any sufferings whatever, from man or 
Devils. 
Secondly, As it is influential into the Saints graces and 
affections, exciting them, and making them act to such a 
height, as lifts the Christian above the fear of trouble and 
suffering. 
SECT. II. 
First, By possessing the believing soul of such glorious privileges as secure it from any real hurt that the worst of sufferings can do it. If a man could be assured that he might walk as safely on the waves of the sea, or in the ilames of fire, as he doth in his garden, he would be no more afraid of the one, than he is to do the other; or if a man had some coat of mail secretly about him, that would undoubtedly resist all blows, and quench all shot that are sent against him, it would be no such scareful thing for him to stand in the midst of swords and guns: Now the soul that is, indeed, at peace with God, is invested with such privileges as do set it above all hurt and damage from suffeiings. The peace of God (is said) to garrison the believers heart and mind, Phil. iv. 7. He is surrounded with such blessed privileges, that he is as safe as one in an impregnable castle. A person at peace with God is a child of God. And when once the Christian comes to know his relation, and the dear love of his heavenly Father to him, afflictions from, or suffering for him, dread him not, because he knows it is inconsistent with the love of a Father, either to hurt his child himself, or suffer him to be hurt by another, if he can help it. I have often wondered at Isaac's patience to submit to he bound for a sacrifice, and see the knife so near his throat, without any hideous out-cries or strugglings that we read of; lie was old enough to be apprehensive of death, and the horror of it, being conceived by some to be above twenty years of age; that he was of good growth, is out of doubt by the wood which Abraham caused him to carry for the iacritice-j but such was the authority Abraham had over hi 
soa 
son, and the confidence that Isaac had in his father, that he durst put his life into his hands, which, had the knife been in any otlier hand, he would hardly have done; whoever may be the instrument of any trouble to a Saint, the rod or sword is at God's disposure ; Christ saw the cup in his Father's hand, and that made him take it willingly. 
Secondly, Every soul at peace with God, is heir of God. This follows his relation; If children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christy Kom. viii. 17- This is such a transcendent privilege, that the soul to whom the joyful news of it comes, is lifted up above the amaz